My Heart's Content ■ Alien Amnesty ■ Why They Fight 






When ^ . 

Big Business ullCS 

What you can do to protect your investments 



'For God and Country" since 1919 



js> Genuine Comfort 

Men's Walking Shoes 




Duke Habernickel, Pres. 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Peckville, PA 18452 

Better than ever for comfort, style & simplicity. 

Soft supple uppers are genuine leather with durable man-made counter, 
quarter and trim. Fully padded collar and tongue, absorbent, breathable 
linings backed with foam provide soft, easy steps, as do Dr. Scholl's® famous 
Advanced Heel Cushion Insoles™. Get comfort you can count on! 
Best of all, there are no buckles, no laces, just one simple 
flick of the MagicCling™ strap and you're in for the most 
comfortable walk of your life! Just 29.99! Order now! 




DrScholls 



Modular System 

for cushioned comfort 



Molded 
heel cup 

with 

latex pad 

positions 
foot and 
adds extra 
layer of 
cushioning 

EVA heel insert for 

shock-absorption 

*TPR outsole for 

lightweight comfort 



100% 
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed or 
Full Refund of 
Purchase Price 
at Any Time! 




Walking Shoes 




Haband 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Peckville, Pennsylvania 18452 

Send shoes. I enclose $ 

purchase price plus $0>^toward 
postage. 

GA residents 
add sales tax 



FREE POSTAGE! 



ALL THESE SIZES: 

D and EEE Widths: 
Note: EEE starts at size 8 

7 7Y 2 8 8Y2 9 9Y 2 
10 10 1 / 2 11 12 13 14 
NO EXTRA CHARGE for EEE! 
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Schering-Plough 
HealthCare Products, 
Inc. Manufactured 
for Brown Shoe Company, 
Inc., under license from 
Schering-Plough HealthCare Products, Inc. 
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For shipping confirmation, your e-mail address, please! 
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Recent corporate scandals 
have left many Americans 
reluctant to dive back into 
the stock market. 
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EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED TO HONOR U.S. WAR VETERANS 

IMITED STATES MILITARY 
/AR VETERAN SERVICE RINGS 

'wring Official Service Medals and Ribbons, The War Memorials and Gold Service Branch Emblems 




Desert Storm 
Veteran Ring 



YOU HAVE EARNED THE RIGHT 

We proudly present our Official 
Military War Rings to honor Veterans 
who served in WWII, Korea, Vietnam, 
Desert Storm, Afghanistan, and now in Iraq - 
fighting the Global War On Terrorism. The top of 
each ring features your Service Branch emblem 



TO WEAR THESE SPECIAL RINGS 

in solid 10 KT gold atop genuine onyx. The ring 
is sterling silver in 22 KT antiqued gold finish to 
enrich the high-relief sculptures of the war 
medals and memorials. The War ribbons are 
hand-enameled in their official colors. Wear 
your ring with pride in your service to Country. 



YOUR CHOICE OF SERVICE BRANCH EMBLEM SCULPTED ON TOP OF RING. 
ARMY NAVY AIR FORCE MARINES 5P fol 



Engraved with your 
initials & years served 






DR FASTEST SERVICE CALL TOLL FREE TO ORDER: 1-800-255-3048 Authorized by the 

onday - Friday from 9am - 5pm EST Have Credit card and ring size ready when ordering. ^ZTZ'ZL 



Or, Mail to: Veterans Commemoratives™ Military Rings, 1250 Easton Road, Suite 290, Horsham, PA 19044 § 



□ YES. I wish to order the following Exclusive 

Service Ring: Check (/) choice: 

□ Iraq □ Afghanistan (not shown) 

□ Desert Storm □ Vietnam □ Korean □ WW2 

□ Service Branch: Check (/) choice: 

□ Army □ Navy □ Air Force 

□ Marine □ Coast Guard 

□ Initials Desired (3): 

□ Service Yrs: to 



SHIPPING ADDRESS 

(We CANNOT ship to P.O. Boxes) Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 



Name 
Address _ 
City 



_State _ 



_Zip 



I NEED SEND NO MONEY NOW. Bill me in four 
monthly installments of S 48.75* each, with the first 
payment due prior to shipment. A custom ring sizer will 
be sent to me before shipment to assure my correct fit. 
And my satisfaction is completely guaranteed. 



Signature 



Phone # 



* Plus $9.95 for engraving, shipping, and handling. 
PA residents add 6% ($12.30) sales tax. 
© ICM 2002-2004 These rings have been registered with the 
United States Copyright Office, as sculpture. 
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Create Your Own Outdoor 
Room...In Just Seconds! 




Opens & Closes In 
Less Than 30 Seconds! 



New and Improved for 2004! 

Introducing The Revolutionary 
SunSetter® Retractable Awning! 

If you're tired of having your outdoor enjoyment rained on.. .baked out.. .or 
just plain ruined by unpredictable weather... 

At last there is a solution! One that lets you take control of the weather on 
your deck or patio! It's the incredible SunSetter® Retractable Awning! A 
simple... easy-to-use.. .& affordable way to outsmart the weather and start enjoy- 
ing your deck or patio more.. .rain or shine! 

The SunSetter® is like adding a whole extra outdoor room to your home... 
giving you instant protection from glaring sun...or sudden showers! Plus it's 

incredibly easy to use...opening & closing 
effortlessly in less than 30 seconds! 
So, stop struggling with the weather... 
& start enjoying your deck or patio more! 

Call for a FREE Brochure & Video! 
1-800-876-8060 Ext. 2891 



<uft$etten 

*%mACTABLe AWNINGS 





Just unroll your SunSetter — 
it's quiet and easy! 




You choose full sun or total 
protection in just seconds! 



FREE Brochure & Video 
Call Toil-Free: 1-800-876-8060 

SfYes! Please send your FREE Brochure & Video... includ- 
ing Special Savings now in effect... TO DAY! 



Ext. 
28911 



_ State_ 



_ Zip _ 



E-Mail _ 



Motorized Model Now Available! 



$tm$etten 

RETRACTABLE AWNINGS 



(Important: Be sure to give us your e-mail address to receive our best deals!) 



184 Charles Street, Dept. 2891 Maiden, MA 02148 
Visit us today at www.sunsetter.com 



-J 



STOP S | 



e Sun From 




SunSetter® Retractable Awnings are Your Best 
Solution for Sun-soaked Decks and Patios 

When the weather gets warm, nothing beats being outdoors. That 
is until too much sun or a sudden shower makes your deck or patio 
unusable. Now, in less than a minute, you can add up to 200 sq. ft. 
of living room to your home for comfortable outdoor living 
come rain or shine. 

SunSetter® Takes The Heat So You Don't Have To 

85°, 90°, 95°.. .even when the thermometer is about to 
burst, you'll stay up to 20 degrees cooler under 
a SunSetter Awning. In fact, two independent lab 
studies have shown that a SunSetter, America's Best Selling 
Awnings, blocks out 99.9% of the sun's dangerous UV 
rays. Plus, a SunSetter Awning helps keep the inside of your 
house cooler too, so you'll conserve energy and save on 
expensive air conditioning. 

Over 250,000 Happy SunSetter® 
Customers Can't Be Wrong... 



Good Housekeeping 

*■ , n Promises tr ^v 





FREE! 



Call SunSetter 
Today! 



24 hrs. a day, 7 days a week 
or visit us at www.sunsetter.com 



Factory Direct Savings and Guaranteed 
Quality Makes SunSetter® a Best Buy! 

Because we manufacture and sell our 
awnings direct from the factory, you ..* 
can save hundreds compared to 
local awning dealers. And for top 
quality, you can always rely on SunSetter... the only awning 
backed by the prestigious Good Housekeeping Seal of Approval 

- and a 5-Year Limited Warranty. 

Try Our Awning "On-the-House" 

- RISK FREE - for 90 Days! 

We're so sure you'll love your new SunSetter 
Awning, we'll give you 90 days to try it... RISK FREE! 
Don't you spend enough time indoors? Learn more 
about why Life is Better Under a SunSetter. Call Now! 



Call 1-800-876-8060 



BYES! Please rush me your FREE Brochure and 
Video on SunSetter Retractable Awnings 

Name (Please print) 




Address 



City 



State 



Zip 



Email 

Mail to: 

SunSetter® Products, Dept. 2885, 
184 Charles St., Maiden, MA 02148 

©2004 SunSetter® Products 
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RETRACTABLE AWNINGS 



Call Now for Your FREE Video and Brochure! 



vet voice 



'Putting veterans first' 

The relationship between the Department of 
Veterans Affairs and the men and women who 
served our nation in uniform is "a matter of 
trust/' as you stated in your February article. 
However, VA's doctors and nurses cannot provide 
the quality health care necessary to fulfill that 
trust if our nation consigns veterans to health 
care in facilities built, designed and located to 
provide medical care as it was practiced after 
World War II or even World War I. 

CARES (Capital Asset Realignment for Enhanced 
Services) is about quality health care, not about 
money. It is a 20 -year blueprint for reversing the 
past decade's declining VA health-care construc- 
tion budgets by outlining a systematic, nation- 
wide, multibillion-dollar plan for the facilities 
needed to provide 21st-century veterans with more 
convenient access to modern medical treatment. 

Today's veterans, and the VA that serves them, 
inherited a health-care system built when hospital 
beds and medical care were synonymous. That 
equation no longer holds true for modern medi- 
cine. The million dollars a day consumed by 
unneeded and obsolete buildings and referred to 
in the frequently cited GAO report is the symptom 
of VA's challenge, not the reason for it. We won't 
address the root cause until we create the modern 
health-care infrastructure that veterans in the 
21st century deserve and are counting on. 

While money is not the reason for CARES, 
money is a critical resource for our health-care 
system and for CARES. The past three years of 
unprecedented growth in the number of veterans 



VA treats, and the reductions in our waiting lists, 
are fueled by the 40-percent increase - if you 
include the president's 2005 budget request - in 
VA's health-care budget during my watch. If the 
president's budget for 2005 is approved, I will have 
more than $1 billion available in 2004 and 2005 to 
get construction projects started and begin trans- 
forming CARES from a promise into the reality of 
better, more convenient medical care for veterans. 

This transformation will not take place over- 
night. Implementation of major construction 
projects identified in the plan will require the 
rigorous analysis that comes with the required 
congressional authorization and appropriation. In 
no community is VA even considering closing 
facilities and just leaving. Even in those few 
locations where facilities would be realigned, we 
will retain the outpatient capacity providing most 
of the care for most of our veteran patients, with 
inpatient care provided at nearby VA facilities or 
under contract by community hospitals. In some 
places, that care will be in brand-new clinics. 

My guiding principle is "putting veterans first," 
and I am determined to give timely, quality health 
care for veterans a higher priority than maintain- 
ing obsolete or duplicative buildings. VA has 
already made similar transitions at facilities like 
the former medical centers in Fort Howard, Md., 
and Fort Lyons, Colo. CARES is nothing new; it is 
only more systematic and national in scope. And 
when the process is completed, America's veter- 
ans will have better access to a more modern 
health-care system - a health-care system worthy 
of their trust. 

- Department of Veterans Affairs Secretary Anthony Principi 



Promises broken 

It's not a fight U.S. veterans 
want ("A Matter of Trust," Febru- 
ary). It's the damn health care we 
were told we'd have after we 
served, if and when we ever 
needed it. All VA hospitals should 
remain open, even if only one 
veteran may need care. We didn't 
get anything extra for going to 
war, just keeping our freedom and 
the benefits they told us we'd 
have. Now it looks like everyone 
in Congress is a used-car sales- 
man; nothing they say can be 
believed. Promises made should 
be promises kept. 

- Charles O'Donahue, Tacoma, Wash. 

Congress in control 

VA leadership doesn't have 
a choice but to prioritize its 
relatively scarce resources. 
CARES may not be the best ap- 
proach conceived by a govern- 



ment department, and as a 
veterans organization, we can 
challenge VA's cost-benefit 

WE WANT 
YOUR OPINIONS 

The American Legion Magazine 
welcomes letters concerning 
articles that appear in the 
publication. Be sure to include your 
hometown and a daytime phone 

number for verification. 
All letters are subject to editing. 
Send your opinions to: 

The American Legion Magazine 
P.O. BOX 1055 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 

You also can contact us 
directly via e-mail or through 
the World Wide Web: 

magazine@legion.org 
http://www.legion.org 



analysis. But we must recognize 
that federal departments, agencies 
and bureaus are creations of 
congressional legislation. They 
are overseen and funded by 
Congress, not the amount the 
GAO recommends or the president 
proposes. VA does not have a 
budget large enough to provide all 
authorized health services for all 
eligible veterans. The American 
Legion and individual veterans 
must communicate our concerns 
about VA's budget and spending 
plans to our congressmen, for 
they hold VA's purse strings. 

- Curtis MacKenzie, Suffolk, Va. 

Facts and figures 

VA states that if you built 
something in the 1950s, it's by 
definition old space. For the 
record, let's examine the facts: 

■ The University Drive campus 
in Pittsburgh is only a year 
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WHAT ARE YOU DOING TO HELP PROTECT YOUR HEART? 



You do all kinds of things to help safeguard 
yourself. And yet, if you've had a heart attack or 
stroke, it's important to ask your doctor if you're 
doing enough to help protect your heart. The Heart 
Protection Study by Oxford University, funded in 
part by Merck, researched ZOCOR. 

ZOCOR is the first and only cholesterol medication 
proven to significantly reduce the risk of heart 
attack and stroke in people with heart disease. 
Regardless of cholesterol level. 

Before the Heart Protection Study was complete, 
ZOCOR was a time-tested, cholesterol-lowering 
medication, with over 160 million prescriptions 
filled in the past 11 years. 

Ask your doctor how ZOCOR, along with a healthy diet, 
can help protect you. Get information about the Heart Protection 
Study and ZOCOR at zocor.com or call 1-800-MERCK-75. 



INFORMATION 
ABOUT THE 




ZOCOR 

(SIMVASTATIN) 



<^ MERCK 



©2004 Merck & Co., Inc. All rights reserved. 
20350260(1)(645C)-ZOC-CON 



program 
To find out if you qualify, call 1-8 



Important considerations: ZOCOR is a prescription 
medicine and isn't right for everyone, including 
women who are nursing or pregnant or who may 
become pregnant, anyone with liver problems, and 
people who are allergic to any ingredients of ZOCOR. 
Unexplained muscle pain or weakness could be a 
sign of a rare but serious side effect and should be 
reported to your doctor right away. Your doctor may 
do blood tests before and during treatment with 
ZOCOR to check for liver problems. To avoid serious 
side effects, discuss with your doctor medicine or 
food you should avoid while on ZOCOR. 

YOUR RESULTS MAY VARY. 

PLEASE READ THE MORE DETAILED INFORMATION ABOUT 
ZOCOR IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THIS AD. 

ASK YOUR DOCTOR IF ZOCOR IS RIGHT FOR YOU. 



ZOCOR. It's your future. Be there. 



ZOCOR 

(SIMVASTATIN) 



PLEASE READ THIS SUMMARY CAREFULLY, THEN ASK YOUR DOCTOR ABOUT ZOCOR . 
NO ADVERTISEMENT CAN PROVIDE ALL THE INFORMATION NEEDED TO PRESCRIBE A 
DRUG. THIS ADVERTISEMENT DOES NOT TAKE THE PLACE OF CAREFUL DISCUSSIONS 
WITH YOUR DOCTOR. ONLY YOUR DOCTOR HAS THE TRAINING TO WEIGH THE RISKS 
AND BENEFITS OF A PRESCRIPTION DRUG FOR YOU. 



who are prescribing a new medicine for you that you are taking ZOCOR® (simvastatin). ZOCOR can interact with 
the following: 

• Itraconazole 

• Ketoconazole 

• Erythromycin 

• Clarithromycin 

• HIV protease inhibitors 

• Nefazodone 

• Cyclosporine 

• Large quantities of grapefruit juice (>1 quart daily) 

The risk of myopathy is also increased by gemfibrozil and to a lesser extent other fibrates and niacin (nicotinic 
acid) (>1 g/day). 

The risk of muscle breakdown is increased with other drugs: 

• Amiodarone 

• Verapamil 

Some patients taking lipid-lowering agents similar to ZOCOR and coumarin anticoagulants (a type of blood 
thinner) have experienced bleeding and/or increased blood clotting time. Patients taking these medicines 
should have their blood tested before starting therapy with ZOCOR and should continue to be monitored. 

Central Nervous System Toxicity; Cancer, Mutations, Impairment of Fertility: Like most prescrip- 
tion drugs, ZOCOR was required to be tested on animals before it was marketed for human use. Often these 
tests were designed to achieve higher drug concentrations than humans achieve at recommended dosing. In 
some tests, the animals had damage to the nerves in the central nervous system. In studies of mice with high 
doses of ZOCOR, the likelihood of certain types of cancerous tumors increased. No evidence of mutations of 
or damage to genetic material has been seen. In 1 study with ZOCOR, there was decreased fertility in male rats. 

Pregnancy: Pregnant women should not take ZOCOR because it may harm the fetus. 

Safety in pregnancy has not been established . In studies with lipid-lowering agents similar to ZOCOR, there 
have been rare reports of birth defects of the skeleton and digestive system. Therefore, women of childbearing 
age should not take ZOCOR unless it is highly unlikely they will become pregnant. If a woman does become 
pregnant while taking ZOCOR, she should stop taking the drug and talk to her doctor at once. The active 
ingredient of ZOCOR did not cause birth defects in rats at 3 times the human dose or in rabbits at 3 times the 
human dose. 

Nursing Mothers: Drugs taken by nursing mothers may be present in their breast milk. Because of the 
potential for serious adverse reactions in nursing infants, a woman taking ZOCOR should not breast-feed. (See 
WHEN ZOCOR SHOULD NOT BE USED.) 

Pediatric Use: ZOCOR is not recommended for children or patients under 10 years of age. 

Geriatric Use: Higher blood levels of active drug were seen in elderly patients (70-78 years of age) com- 
pared with younger patients (18-30 years of age) in 1 study. In other studies, the cholesterol-lowering effects 
of ZOCOR were at least as great in elderly patients as in younger patients, and there were no overall differ- 
ences in safety between elderly and younger patients over the 20-80 mg/day dosage range. Of the 7 cases 
of myopathy/rhabdomyolysis among 10,269 patients on ZOCOR in another study, 4 were aged 65 or more 
(at baseline), 1 of whom was over 75. 

SIDE EFFECTS 

Most patients tolerate treatment with ZOCOR well; however, like all prescription drugs, ZOCOR can cause side 
effects, and some of them can be serious. Side effects that do occur are usually mild and short-lived. Only 
your doctor can weigh the risks versus the benefits of any prescription drug . In clinical studies with ZOCOR, 
less than 1.5% of patients dropped out of the studies because of side effects. In 2 large, 5-year studies, 
patients taking ZOCOR experienced similar side effects to those patients taking placebo (sugar pills). Some of 
the side effects that have been reported with ZOCOR or related drugs are listed below. This list is not complete. 
Be sure to ask your doctor about side effects before taking ZOCOR and to discuss any side effects that occur . 

Digestive System: Constipation, diarrhea, upset stomach, gas, heartburn, stomach pain/cramps, anorexia, 
loss of appetite, nausea, inflammation of the pancreas, hepatitis, jaundice, fatty changes in the liver, and, 
rarely, severe liver damage and failure, cirrhosis, and liver cancer. 

Muscle, Skeletal: Muscle cramps, aches, pain, and weakness; joint pain; muscle breakdown. 

Nervous System: Dizziness, headache, insomnia, tingling, memory loss, damage to nerves causing weak- 
ness and/or loss of sensation and/or abnormal sensations, anxiety, depression, tremor, loss of balance, 
psychic disturbances. 

Skin: Rash, itching, hair loss, dryness, nodules, discoloration. 

Eye/Senses: Blurred vision, altered taste sensation, progression of cataracts, eye muscle weakness. 

Hypersensitivity (Allergic) Reactions: On rare occasions, a wide variety of symptoms have been 
reported to occur either alone or together in groups (referred to as a syndrome) that appeared to be based on 
allergic-type reactions, which may rarely be fatal. These have included 1 or more of the following: a severe 
generalized reaction that may include shortness of breath, wheezing, digestive symptoms, and low blood pres- 
sure and even shock; an allergic reaction with swelling of the face, lips, tongue, and/or throat with difficulty 
swallowing or breathing; symptoms mimicking lupus (a disorder in which a person's immune system may 
attack parts of his or her own body); severe muscle and blood vessel inflammation, sometimes including rash; 
bruises; various disorders of blood cells (that could result in anemia, infection, or blood clotting problems) 
or abnormal blood tests; inflamed or painful joints; hives; fatigue and weakness; sensitivity to sunlight; fever, 
chills; flushing; difficulty breathing; and severe skin disorders that vary from rash to a serious burn-like 
shedding of skin all over the body, including mucous membranes such as the lining of the mouth. 

Other: Loss of sexual desire, breast enlargement, impotence. 

Laboratory Tests: Liver function test abnormalities including elevated alkaline phosphatase and bilirubin; 
thyroid function abnormalities. 

NOTE: This summary provides important information about ZOCOR. If you would like more 
information, ask your doctor or pharmacist to let you read the prescribing information and 
then discuss it with them. 



MERCK 

Whitehouse Station, NJ 08889 



USES OF ZOCOR 

ZOCOR is a prescription drug that is indicated as an addition to diet for many patients with high cholesterol. 
For patients at high risk of coronary heart disease (CHD) because of existing heart disease, diabetes, vascular 
disease, or history of stroke, ZOCOR is indicated along with diet to reduce the risk of death by reducing coro- 
nary death; reduce the risk of heart attack and stroke; and reduce the need for revascularization procedures. 

WHEN ZOCOR SHOULD NOT BE USED 

Some people should not take ZOCOR. Discuss this with your doctor . 

ZOCOR should not be used by patients who are allergic to any of its ingredients. In addition to the active ingre- 
dient simvastatin, each tablet contains the following inactive ingredients: cellulose, lactose, magnesium 
stearate, iron oxides, talc, titanium dioxide, and starch. Butylated hydroxyanisole is added as a preservative. 
Patients with liver problems: ZOCOR should not be used by patients with active liver disease or repeated 
blood test results indicating possible liver problems. (See WARNINGS.) 

Women who are or may become pregnant: Pregnant women should not take ZOCOR because it may 

harm the fetus. Women of childbearing age should not take ZOCOR unless it is highly unlikely 

that they will become pregnant. If a woman does become pregnant while on ZOCOR, she should stop 

taking the drug and talk to her doctor at once. 

Women who are breast-feeding should not take ZOCOR. 

WARNINGS 

Muscle: Tell your doctor right away if you experience any unexplained muscle pain, tender- 
ness, or weakness at any time during treatment with ZOCOR so your doctor can decide if 
ZOCOR should be stopped. Some patients may have muscle pain or weakness while taking 
ZOCOR. Rarely, this can include muscle breakdown resulting in kidney damage. The risk of 
muscle breakdown is greater in patients taking certain other drugs along with ZOCOR: 

• Cyclosporine, itraconazole, ketoconazole, erythromycin, clarithromycin, HIV protease 
inhibitors, the antidepressant nefazodone, or large quantities of grapefruit juice (>1 quart 
daily), particularly with higher doses of ZOCOR. 

• Gemfibrozil particularly with higher doses of ZOCOR. 

• Other lipid lowering drugs (other fibrates or >1 g/day of niacin) that can cause myopathy 
when given alone. 

• Amiodarone or verapamil with higher doses of ZOCOR. 

The risk of muscle breakdown is greater at higher doses of simvastatin. 

Because the risk of muscle side effects is greater when ZOCOR is used with the products 

listed above, the combined use of these products should be avoided unless your doctor 

determines the benefits are likely to outweigh the increased risks. 

The dose of ZOCOR should not exceed 10 mg daily in patients receiving gemfibrozil. The 

combined use of ZOCOR and gemfibrozil should be avoided, unless your doctor determines 

that the benefits outweigh the increased risks of muscle problems. Caution should be used 

when using ZOCOR with other fibrates or niacin because these can cause muscle problems 

when taken alone. 

No more than 10 mg/day of ZOCOR should be taken with cyclosporine. 

The combined use of verapamil or amiodarone with doses above ZOCOR 20 mg should be 

avoided unless your doctor determines the benefits outweigh the increased risk of muscle 

breakdown. 

Your doctor should also carefully monitor for any muscle pain, tenderness, or weakness, 
particularly during the initial months of therapy and if the dose of either drug is increased. 
Your doctor also may monitor the level of certain muscle enzymes in your body, but there is 
no assurance that such monitoring will prevent the occurrence of severe muscle disease. 
The risk of muscle breakdown is greater in patients with kidney problems or diabetes. 
If you have conditions that can increase your risk of muscle breakdown, which in turn can 
cause kidney damage, your doctor should temporarily withhold or stop ZOCOR. Also, since 
there are no known adverse consequences of briefly stopping therapy with ZOCOR, treatment 
should be stopped a few days before elective major surgery and when any major acute 
medical or surgical condition occurs. Discuss this with your doctor, who can explain these 
conditions to you. 

Liver: About 1% of patients who took ZOCOR in clinical trials developed elevated levels of 
some liver enzymes. Patients who had these increases usually had no symptoms. Elevated liver enzymes 
usually returned to normal levels when therapy with ZOCOR was stopped. 

In the ZOCOR Survival Study, the number of patients with more than 1 liver enzyme level elevation to greater 
than 3 times the normal upper limit was no different between the ZOCOR and placebo groups. Only 8 patients 
on ZOCOR and 5 on placebo discontinued therapy due to elevated liver enzyme levels. Patients were started 
on 20 mg of ZOCOR, and one third had their dose raised to 40 mg. 

Your doctor should perform routine blood tests to check these enzymes before you start treat- 
ment with ZOCOR and thereafter when clinically indicated. Patients titrated to the 80-mg dose 
should receive an additional test at 3 months and periodically thereafter (eg, semiannually) 
for the first year of treatment. If your enzyme levels increase, your doctor should order more frequent 
tests. If your liver enzyme levels remain unusually high, your doctor should discontinue your medication. 
Tell your doctor about any liver disease you may have had in the past and about how much alcohol you 
consume. ZOCOR should be used with caution in patients who consume large amounts of alcohol. 

PRECAUTIONS 

Drug Interactions: Because of possible serious drug interactions, it is important to tell your doctor what 
other drugs you are taking, including those obtained without a prescription. You should also tell other doctors 
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Ivet voice 



younger than the Highland Drive 
campus. 

■ The administration publicly 
stated that when $100 million is 
allocated for new construction at 
the "newer" University Drive 
facility and the Highland Drive 
facility closes, 60 percent will 
fund research and only 40 percent 
veterans care. 

The apparent benefit here is 
unlabeled pork, while needy and 
defenseless veterans suffer with 
less. At a CARES meeting at the 
Highland Drive campus, veterans 
advocates who testified were held 
to a five-minute limit. Local 
health-care officials testified for 
roughly 25 minutes. Who's kidding 
whom? It's all about the money. 

- Bob Stoma, New Kensington, Pa. 

Cuts hurt, not help 

In his article "Tax Americana," 
Donald Lambro points out that 
state and local governments are 
raising fees, sales taxes and 
income taxes. These are attempts 
to recover revenue lost largely as 
a result of drastic cuts in federal 
money that states depend on to 
fund needed programs. These 
cuts are one way that the Bush 
administration pays for its huge 
tax cuts. Even if the average 
American saves a couple hundred 
bucks on his federal income 
taxes, he'll likely end up spend- 
ing it in support of state and local 
services. 

Nobody I know likes to pay 
taxes. But the fact is that Ameri- 
cans enjoy one of the lowest tax 
burdens, as a percentage of GDP, 
in the industrialized world. 
Unfortunately, all government 
services cost money. Cutting 
revenue can only lead to cuts in 
services. We must be willing to 
pay for the services we want and, 
in the case of veterans, deserve. 

- Craig M. Mancuso, Stow, Ohio 

Broken system 

Anybody with half a brain can 
figure out that the income tax 
isn't working. More than 10,000 
pages comprise the income-tax 
code. Employees of the IRS don't 
even know what's in it. The 
system is broken. The government 
simply adds new codes and taxes 



to try and fix it. Why not replace 
all taxes with a flat retail-sales 
tax? Intimidation, for one. Hiding 
the true cost of this government is 
another. If everybody could see 
the incredible "costs" of govern- 
ment, people would say "enough." 

- Bill Kenyon, Las Vegas 

Vouchers save money 

Rep. William Lacy Clay, D-Mo., 
opposes educational vouchers 
because they "weaken public 
schools by draining them of 
students and funds" (Big Issues, 
February). Most proposals, includ- 
ing the soon-to-be-implemented 
Washington, D.C., program, 
provide a voucher that is worth 
far less than the average cost per 
pupil in the public school from 
which the student transfers. The 
effect: public schools have more 
money per pupil with which to 
improve the school, reduce taxes 
or both. Why would anyone 
oppose a system that benefits all 
students, public and private, and 
saves money to boot? Maybe it 
has something to do with the 
contributions and votes delivered 
by teachers unions. 

-Dennis Duffy, Lynbrook, N.Y. 

No to vouchers 

Since the draft ended, the 
public-school system is the only 
part of the American melting pot 
left in our culture. Many people 
want to use vouchers to create a 
biased, fragmented school 
system. We see the fruit of that 
kind of education in Afghanistan 
and all over the Middle East. Mak- 
ing public schools better is the 
best place to start. Each school 
district has a board, and it is 
relatively easy to be elected to a 
seat since so many parents sit on 
their thumbs waiting for someone 
to raise their kids for them. My 
kids went to public schools and 
did well. I say no to vouchers. 

- Tom westfall, Glen Dale, W.Va. 

Decaying nation 

I appreciate The American 
Legion's stand on the Boy Scouts 
of America. The principles on 
which the Boy Scout program is 
built are timeless: duty to God 
and country, helping those in 



need, the pursuit of physical 
health and mental awareness, and 
a life with a moral basis. Those 
who denigrate Scouting cannot 
measure up. The only way they 
can achieve standing is to tear 
down the program. I hope Legion- 
naires will seek out and support 
those who, like the Boy Scouts, 
exemplify standards of the 
highest order. 

- Vernon N. Kerr, Los Alamos, N.M. 

'Enough for me' 

I read your interview with Bob 
Dole and loved it ("A Lasting 
Tribute," February) . My own 
father received two Purple Hearts 
during World War II. I remember, 
as a child, staying home with my 
father on several occasions to aid 
him. He had great difficulties 
walking due to shrapnel in both 
knees. He served on the USS Borie 
in the North Atlantic and survived 
when a German U-boat sank the 
ship. He told me his reward was 
an assignment in warmer water. 
He was stationed on the USS Barry 
in the South Pacific and again 
survived when Japanese kamika- 
zes sank it. 

My father was a typical 
World War II veteran. He quit 
high school to fight for his 
country, and at the end of the war 
he resumed his life. One wife for 
life, six children and a 12-hour-a- 
day job, and he never, ever 
complained. He never sought 
compensation and dealt with his 
own injuries. In 1968 he had three 
sons serving in the Navy, two in 
combat in the Mekong Delta. I 
was injured and spent a year in a 
military hospital. My father died 
at an early age. I can only hope 
that he was as proud of us as 
we are of him. 

I will be in Washington for the 
dedication of the National World 
War II Memorial. Due to the 
invited guests and crowd of 
onlookers, I probably will not 
even see the memorial that day. 
But I know the accomplishments 
of my father and thousands upon 
thousands like him will be 
remembered and honored. That is 
enough for me, as it would be 
more than he would expect. 

- Barry W. Curtis, city and state withheld 
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"In the years to come, 1953-54 will be looked 
upon as the time when the cornerstone was 
laid for a real program of prevention in The 
American Legion's child welfare program." 

- Report of the National Adjutant to the American 
Legion's National Child Welfare Commission, 1954 

Dr. Garland D. Murphy of El Dorado, 
Ark., believed with all his heart in 
one of The American Legion's most 
coveted principles, one that was first 
articulated in a 1924 resolution at the birth 
of the original Child Welfare Commission. 
The principle was simply "a square deal 
for every child." 

A flight surgeon who received the 
Bronze Star during World War II, Murphy 
followed his honorable military service 
with years of Legion dedication. He helped 
develop a veterans-preference housing 
project, served as commander of the 
Legion's Department of Arkansas, as a 
member of the national Child Welfare 
Commission and later as a national vice 
commander. 

Bob Legan of Russellville, Ark., was a 
young Legionnaire when he met the doctor. 
Legan recalls the profound presence 
Murphy had among veterans in the state; 
he was revered as a fair, firm and thought- 
ful advocate who never strayed from the 
organization's fundamental principles. "Dr. 
Murphy was a powerful leader of veterans 
in Arkansas," Legan says. "But he was 
really, really passionate about helping 
under-privileged and sick children." 

In 1953, Murphy donated to The American 
Legion mineral and oil interests on 10,000 
acres of land he owned in the Williston 
Basin of North Dakota 
and Montana. The gift 
had one condition: that 
revenues be used to help 
children. More impor- 
tantly, the gift put 
bedrock under a program 
that has grown, one 
donation at a time, into 
today's Child Welfare 
Foundation. 

In 1955, three organizations - The 
Delinquency Control Institute, the National 
Association for Retarded Children, and the 
National Society for the Prevention of 
Blindness - received $22,500 from the 
CWF. Since then, the fund has grown to 
more than $5 million in value and has 
delivered more than $6 million in grants 
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For more info 

To donate to the Child Welfare 
Foundation, visit www.cwf-inc.org 
online, write to Executive Secretary, 
American Legion Child Welfare 
Foundation, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis 
IN 46206, or call (317) 630-1202. 



for children who need our help. 

Grassroots fund drives and memorial 
contributions from Legion family organiza- 
tions have kept the CWF growing and 
giving for five decades now. 

In the CWF's 50th year, I challenge this 
organization to continue in Dr. Murphy's 
spirit and raise $2 million in fresh money 
for the fund. 

This year, $338,700 in CWF grant money 
is going to 13 organizations that help 
children in need. Beneficiaries in 2004 
include a program to help prevent child- 
hood injuries, one to reduce teen pregnan- 
cies, another to improve the lives of 
children with special health-care needs, 
and many others, such as EveryChild Inc., 
of Austin, Texas, which received a $40,000 
CWF grant for "A Family for Every Child," 
a program designed to give disabled 
children a chance to grow up in a loving 
family. This year's CWF grants will also 
help pay for birth-defect research, provide 
education on juvenile diabetes, and deliver 
important information to parents of 
children who are fighting cancer. 

The spirit of this program is written in 
the preamble to The American Legion 
Constitution: "to inculcate a sense of 
individual obligation to the community, 
state and nation." This organization's 
founders believed that the children of 
America need veterans to step up and 
deliver hope for the future, a future we 
once swore allegiance to protect for them. 

I am proud to say I belong to an organi- 
zation that gives hope to thousands of 
young people who bravely face circum- 
stances that are hard to explain and 

beyond their control. Dr. 
Garland Murphy, who 
died in an automobile 
crash in 1966, believed 
the welfare of children 
was a solemn responsi- 
bility of veterans. I 
believe that, too. 

Each year, the Legion 
presents at National 
Convention the Garland 
D. Murphy Jr. Award to the department 
whose Legion family has contributed most 
to the CWF. The department that wins the 
award this year will not only have my 
gratitude, but also the satisfaction of 
knowing that thousands of children will 
have a chance for a square deal, thanks to 
help from The American Legion family. 
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Mom's forgetfulness turned out to be 
Alzheimer's. But we didn't just sit 
here and do nothing. 

I got her to a doctor right away 
and he put her on ARICEPT? 
Now she's doing better.* 



If a person forgets names, places or facts - 
and has trouble with everyday things like 
reading or shopping - it may not be normal 
aging. It could be Alzheimer's disease. So it's 
important to see a doctor as soon as you can. 

There is no cure for Alzheimer's. But a 
prescription drug called ARICEPT® has been 
used by millions of people to help their 
symptoms. 

In studies, ARICEPT® has been proven to work 
for mild to moderate Alzheimer's. It has helped 
people improve their memory over time. It has 
also helped them to keep doing everyday 
things on their own, longer. 

Ask your doctor if ARICEPT® is right for you 
or your loved one. It is the #1 prescribed drug 
for Alzheimer's in the world. The sooner you 
know it's Alzheimer's, the sooner ARICEPT® 
can help. 



ONCE-A-DAY 

ASeEPr 

(donepezil HCl) 

I 5-MG AND 10-MG TABLETS 

Strength in the face of Alzheimer's 71 



To learn more and to receive 
a memory checklist, 
call 800-760-6029 ext.74 
or visit www.aricept.com 



^Individual responses to ARICEPT® can be different - 
people may get better, stay the same or not get better. 
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donepezil 

STRENGTH IN THE FACE OF ALZHEIMER'S™ 
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Table 3. Adverse Events Reported in Controlled Clinical Trials in at Least 2% of Patients Receiving 
ARICEPT® (donepezil HCI) and at a Higher Frequency than Placebo-treated Patients 



Body System/Adverse Event 



ARICEPT® (Donepezil Hydrochloride Tablets) 

Brief Summary— see package insert for full prescribing information. INDICATIONS AND USAGE ARICEPT® is indicated 
for the treatment of mild to moderate dementia of the Alzheimer's type. CONTRAINDICATIONS ARICEPT® is contraindicated 
in patients with known hypersensitivity to donepezil hydrochloride or to piperidine derivatives. WARNINGS Anesthesia: 
ARICEPT®, as a cholinesterase inhibitor, is likely to exaggerate succinylcholine-type muscle relaxation during anesthesia. 
Cardiovascular Conditions: Because of their pharmacological action, cholinesterase inhibitors may have vagotonic effects 
on the sinoatrial and atrioventricular nodes. This effect may manifest as bradycardia or heart block in patients both with and without 
known underlying cardiac conduction abnormalities. Syncopal episodes have been reported in association with the use of ARICEPT®. 
Gastrointestinal Conditions: Through their primary action, cholinesterase inhibitors may be expected to increase gastric 
acid secretion due to increased cholinergic activity. Therefore, patients should be monitored closely for symptoms of active or 
occult gastrointestinal bleeding, especially those at increased risk for developing ulcers, e.g., those with a history of ulcer 
disease or those receiving concurrent nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDS). Clinical studies of ARICEPT® have shown 
no increase, relative to placebo, in the incidence of either peptic ulcer disease or gastrointestinal bleeding. ARICEPT®, as a 
predictable consequence of its pharmacological properties, has been shown to produce diarrhea, nausea and vomiting. These 
effects, when they occur, appear more frequently with the 1 0 mg/day dose than with the 5 mg/day dose. In most cases, these 
effects have been mild and transient, sometimes lasting one to three weeks, and have resolved during continued use of 
ARICEPT® Genitourinary: Although not observed in clinical trials of ARICEPT®, cholinomimetics may cause bladder outflow 
obstruction. Neurological Conditions: Seizures: Cholinomimetics are believed to have some potential to cause generalized 
convulsions. However, seizure activity also may be a manifestation of Alzheimer's Disease. Pulmonary Conditions: Because of their 
cholinomimetic actions, cholinesterase inhibitors should be prescribed with care to patients with a history of asthma or obstructive 
pulmonary disease PRECAUTIONS Drug-Drug Interactions Drugs Highly Bound to Plasma Proteins: Drug 
displacement studies have been performed in vitro between this highly bound drug (96%) and other drugs such as 
furosemide, digoxin, and warfarin. ARICEPT® at concentrations of 0.3-10 ug/mL did not affect the binding of furosemide 
(5 ug/mL), digoxin (2 ng/mL), and warfarin (3 pg/mL) to human albumin. Similarly, the binding of ARICEPT® to human albumin 
was not affected by furosemide, digoxin, and warfarin. Effect of ARICEPT® on the Metabolism of Other Drugs: No 
in vivo clinical trials have investigated the effect of ARICEPT® on the clearance of drugs metabolized by CYP 3A4 (e.g. cisapride, 
terfenadine) or by CYP 2D6 (e.g. imipramine). However, in vitro studies show a low rate of binding to these enzymes (mean 
Ki about 50-130 pM), that, given the therapeutic plasma concentrations of donepezil (164 nM), indicates little likelihood of 
interference. Whether ARICEPT® has any potential for enzyme induction is not known. Effect of Other Drugs on the 
Metabolism of vW?/C£Pr®;Ketoconazole and quinidine, inhibitors of CYP450, 3A4 and 2D6, respectively, inhibit donepezil 
metabolism in vitro. Whether there is a clinical effect of these inhibitors is not known. Inducers of CYP 2D6 and CYP 3A4 
(e.g., phenytoin, carbamazepine, dexamethasone, rifampin, and phenobarbital) could increase the rate of elimination of ARICEPT®. 
Use with Anticholinergics: Because of their mechanism of action, cholinesterase inhibitors have the potential to interfere with 
the activity of anticholinergic medications Use with Cholinomimetics and Other Cholinesterase Inhibitors: 
A synergistic effect may be expected when cholinesterase inhibitors are given concurrently with succinylcholine, similar 
neuromuscular blocking agents or cholinergic agonists such as bethanechol. Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis, Impairment 
of Fertility Carcinogenicity studies of donepezil have not been completed. Donepezil was not mutagenic in the Ames reverse 
mutation assay in bacteria. In the chromosome aberration test in cultures of Chinese hamster lung (CHL) cells, some 
clastogenic effects were observed. Donepezil was not clastogenic in the in vivo mouse micronucleus test. Donepezil had no 
effect on fertility in rats at doses up to 10 mg/kg/day (approximately 8 times the maximum recommended human dose on a 
mg/m 2 basis). Pregnancy Pregnancy Category C: Teratology studies conducted in pregnant rats at doses up to 16 
mg/kg/day (approximately 13 times the maximum recommended human dose on a mg/m 2 basis) and in pregnant rabbits at 
doses up to 1 0 mg/kg/day (approximately 1 6 times the maximum recommended human dose on a mg/m 2 basis) did not disclose 
any evidence for a teratogenic potential of donepezil. However, in a study in which pregnant rats were given up to 10 mg/kg/day 
(approximately 8 times the maximum recommended human dose on a mg/m 2 basis) from day 1 7 of gestation through day 20 
postpartum, there was a slight increase in still births and a slight decrease in pup survival through day 4 postpartum at this 
dose; the next lower dose tested was 3 mg/kg/day. There are no adequate or well-controlled studies in pregnant women. ARICEPT® 
should be used during pregnancy only if the potential benefit justifies the potential risk to the fetus. Nursing Mothers It is 
not known whether donepezil is excreted in human breast milk. ARICEPT® has no indication for use in nursing mothers. 
Pediatric Use There are no adequate and well-controlled trials to document the safety and efficacy of ARICEPT® in any illness 
occurring in children. ADVERSE REACTIONS Adverse Events Leading to Discontinuation The rates of discontinuation 
from controlled clinical trials of ARICEPT® due to adverse events for the ARICEPT® 5 mg/day treatment groups were comparable 
to those of placebo-treatment groups at approximately 5%. The rate of discontinuation of patients who received 7-day 
escalations from 5 mg/day to 10 mg/day, was higher at 13%. The most common adverse events leading to discontinuation, 
defined as those occurring in at least 2% of patients and at twice the incidence seen in placebo patients, are shown in Table 1 . 

Table 1. Most Frequent Adverse Events Leading to Withdrawal 
from Controlled Clinical Trials by Dose Group 

Dose Group Placebo 5 mg/day ARICEPT® 10 mg/day ARICEPT® 

Patients Randomized 355 350 315 
Event/%Discontinuing 

Nausea 1% 1% 3% 

Diarrhea 0% <1% 3% 

Vomiting <1% <1% 2% 

Most Frequent Adverse Clinical Events Seen in Association with the Use of ARICEPT® The most common adverse 
events, defined as those occurring at a frequency of at least 5% in patients receiving 10 mg/day and twice the placebo rate, 
are largely predicted by ARICEPT®'s cholinomimetic effects. These include nausea, diarrhea, insomnia, vomiting, muscle cramp, 
fatigue and anorexia. These adverse events were often of mild intensity and transient, resolving during continued ARICEPT® 
treatment without the need for dose modification. There is evidence to suggest that the frequency of these common adverse 
events may be affected by the rate of titration. An open-label study was conducted with 269 patients who received placebo in 
the 15- and 30-week studies. These patients were titrated to a dose of 10 mg/day over a 6-week period. The rates of common 
adverse events were lower than those seen in patients titrated to 1 0 mg/day over one week in the controlled clinical trials and 
were comparable to those seen in patients on 5 mg/day. See Table 2 for a comparison of the most common adverse events 



following one and six week titration regimens. 

Table 2. Comparison of Rates of Adverse Events in Patients 
Titrated to 10 mg/day Over 1 and 6 Weeks 




No titration 


One-week titration 


Six-week titration 


Adverse Event 


Placebo 


5 mg/day 


10 mg/day 


10 mg/day 




(n=315) 


(n=311) 


(n=315) 


(n=269) 


Nausea 


6% 


5% 


19% 


6% 


Diarrhea 


5% 


8% 


15% 


9% 


Insomnia 


6% 


6% 


14% 


6% 


Fatigue 


3% 


4% 


8% 


3% 


Vomiting 


3% 


3% 


8% 


5% 


Muscle cramps 


2% 


6% 


8% 


3% 


Anorexia 


2% 


3% 


7% 


3% 



Adverse Events Reported in Controlled Trials The events cited reflect experience gained under closely monitored conditions 
of clinical trials in a highly selected patient population. In actual clinical practice or in other clinical trials, these frequency estimates 
may not apply, as the conditions of use, reporting behavior, and the kinds of patients treated may differ. Table 3 lists treatment 
emergent signs and symptoms that were reported in at least 2% of patients in placebo-controlled trials who received ARICEPT® 
and for which the rate of occurrence was greater for ARICEPT® assigned than placebo assigned patients. In general, adverse 
events occurred more frequently in female patients and with advancing age. 



Placebo 
(n=355) 
72 



ARICEPT® 
(n=747) 
74 



1 

2 
1 

6 
6 

<1 
0 

<1 



11 
10 
5 
4 



Percent of Patients with any Adverse Event 
Body as a Whole 

Headache 

Pain, various locations 

Accident 

Fatigue 
Cardiovascular System 

Syncope 
Digestive System 

Nausea 

Diarrhea 

Vomiting 

Anorexia 
Hemic and Lymphatic System 

Ecchymosis 
Metabolic and Nutritional Systems 

Weight Decrease 
Musculoskeletal System 

Muscle Cramps 

Arthritis 
Nervous System 

Insomnia 

Dizziness 

Depression 

Abnormal Dreams 

Somnolence 
Urogenital System 

Frequent Urination 1 2 

Other Adverse Events Observed During Clinical Trials ARICEPT® has been administered to over 1700 individuals during 
clinical trials worldwide. Approximately 1200 of these patients have been treated for at least 3 months and more than 
1000 patients have been treated for at least 6 months. Controlled and uncontrolled trials in the United States included 
approximately 900 patients. In regards to the highest dose of 10 mg/day, this population includes 650 patients treated for 3 months, 
475 patients treated for 6 months and 116 patients treated for over 1 year. The range of patient exposure is from 1 to 
1214 days. Treatment emergent signs and symptoms that occurred during 3 controlled clinical trials and two open-label trials 
in the United States were recorded as adverse events by the clinical investigators using terminology of their own choosing. 
To provide an overall estimate of the proportion of individuals having similar types of events, the events were grouped into a 
smaller number of standardized categories using a modified COSTART dictionary and event frequencies were calculated across 
all studies. These categories are used in the listing below. The frequencies represent the proportion of 900 patients from these 
trials who experienced that event while receiving ARICEPT®. All adverse events occurring at least twice are included, except 
for those already listed in Tables 2 or 3, COSTART terms too general to be informative, or events less likely to be drug caused. 
Events are classified by body system and listed using the following definitions: frequent adverse events— those occurring in 
at least 1/100 patients; infrequent adverse events— those occurring in 1/100 to 1/1000 patients. These adverse events are 
not necessarily related to ARICEPT® treatment and in most cases were observed at a similar frequency in placebo-treated patients 
in the controlled studies. No important additional adverse events were seen in studies conducted outside the United States. 
Body as a Whole: Frequent: influenza, chest pain, toothache; Infrequent: fever, edema face, periorbital edema, hernia 
hiatal, abscess, cellulitis, chills, generalized coldness, head fullness, listlessness. Cardiovascular System: Frequent: 
hypertension, vasodilation, atrial fibrillation, hot flashes, hypotension; Infrequent: angina pectoris, postural hypotension, myocardial 
infarction, AV block (first degree), congestive heart failure, arteritis, bradycardia, peripheral vascular disease, supraventricular 
tachycardia, deep vein thrombosis. Digestive System: Frequent: fecal incontinence, gastrointestinal bleeding, bloating, epigastric 
pain; Infrequent: eructation, gingivitis, increased appetite, flatulence, periodontal abscess, cholelithiasis, diverticulitis, drooling, dry mouth, 
fever sore, gastritis, irritable colon, tongue edema, epigastric distress, gastroenteritis, increased transaminases, hemorrhoids, ileus, increased 
thirst, jaundice, melena, polydipsia, duodenal ulcer, stomach ulcer. Endocrine System: Infrequent: diabetes mellitus, goiter. Hemic 
and Lymphatic System: Infrequent: anemia, thrombocythemia, thrombocytopenia, eosinophilia, erythrocytopenia. Metabolic and 
Nutritional Disorders: Frequent: dehydration; Infrequent: gout, hypokalemia, increased creatine kinase, hyperglycemia, weight increase, 
increased lactate dehydrogenase. Musculoskeletal System: Frequent: bone fracture; Infrequent: muscle weakness, muscle 
fasciculation. Nervous System: Frequent: delusions, tremor, irritability, paresthesia, aggression, vertigo, ataxia, increased libido, 
restlessness, abnormal crying, nervousness, aphasia; Infrequent: cerebrovascular accident, intracranial hemorrhage, transient 
ischemic attack, emotional lability, neuralgia, coldness (localized), muscle spasm, dysphoria, gait abnormality, hypertonia, 
hypokinesia, neurodermatitis, numbness (localized), paranoia, dysarthria, dysphasia, hostility, decreased libido, melancholia, 
emotional withdrawal, nystagmus, pacing. Respiratory System: Frequent: dyspnea, sore throat, bronchitis; Infrequent: eplstms, 
postnasal drip, pneumonia, hyperventilation, pulmonary congestion, wheezing, hypoxia, pharyngitis, pleurisy, pulmonary collapse, 
sleep apnea, snoring. Skin and Appendages: Frequent: pruritus, diaphoresis, urticaria; Infrequent: dermatitis, erythema, skin 
discoloration, hyperkeratosis, alopecia, fungal dermatitis, herpes zoster, hirsutism, skin striae, night sweats, skin ulcer. Special 
Senses: Frequent: cataract, eye irritation, vision blurred; Infrequent: dry eyes, glaucoma, earache, tinnitus, blepharitis, 
decreased hearing, retinal hemorrhage, otitis externa, otitis media, bad taste, conjunctival hemorrhage, ear buzzing, motion sickness, 
spots before eyes. Urogenital System: Frequent: urinary incontinence, nocturia; Infrequent: dysum, hematuria, urinary urgency, 
metrorrhagia, cystitis, enuresis, prostate hypertrophy, pyelonephritis, inability to empty bladder, breast fibroadenosis, fibrocystic 
breast, mastitis, pyuria, renal failure, vaginitis. Postintroduction Reports Voluntary reports of adverse events temporally 
associated with ARICEPT® that have been received since market introduction that are not listed above, and that there is inadequate 
data to determine the causal relationship with the drug include the following: abdominal pain, agitation, cholecystitis, 
confusion, convulsions, hallucinations, heart block (all types), hemolytic anemia, hepatitis, hyponatremia, neuroleptic 
malignant syndrome, pancreatitis, and rash OVERDOSAGE Because strategies for the management of overdose 
are continually evolving, it is advisable to contact a Poison Control Center to determine the latest 
recommendations for the management of an overdose of any drug. As in any case of overdose, general supportive 
measures should be utilized. Overdosage with cholinesterase inhibitors can result in cholinergic crisis characterized by severe 
nausea, vomiting, salivation, sweating, bradycardia, hypotension, respiratory depression, collapse and convulsions. Increasing 
muscle weakness is a possibility and may result in death if respiratory muscles are involved. Tertiary anticholinergics such as 
atropine may be used as an antidote for ARICEPT® overdosage. Intravenous atropine sulfate titrated to effect is recommended: 
an initial dose of 1 .0 to 2.0 mg IV with subsequent doses based upon clinical response. Atypical responses in blood pressure 
and heart rate have been reported with other cholinomimetics when co-administered with quaternary anticholinergics such as 
glycopyrrolate. It is not known whether ARICEPT® and/or its metabolites can be removed by dialysis (hemodialysis, peritoneal 
dialysis, or hemofiltration). Dose-related signs of toxicity in animals included reduced spontaneous movement, prone position, 
staggering gait, lacrimation, clonic convulsions, depressed respiration, salivation, miosis, tremors, fasciculation and lower 
body surface temperature. DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION The dosages of ARICEPT® shown to be effective in controlled 
clinical trials are 5 mg and 10 mg administered once per day. The higher dose of 10 mg did not provide a statistically significantly 
greater clinical benefit than 5 mg. There is a suggestion, however, based upon order of group mean scores and dose trend 
analyses of data from these clinical trials, that a daily dose of 10 mg of ARICEPT® might provide additional benefit for some 
patients. Accordingly, whether or not to employ a dose of 1 0 mg is a matter of prescriber and patient preference. Evidence from 
the controlled trials indicates that the 10 mg dose, with a one week titration, is likely to be associated with a higher incidence 
of cholinergic adverse events than the 5 mg dose. In open label trials using a 6 week titration, the frequency of these same 
adverse events was similar between the 5 mg and 10 mg dose groups. Therefore, because steady state is not achieved for 15 
days and because the incidence of untoward effects may be influenced by the rate of dose escalation, treatment with a dose 
of 10 mg should not be contemplated until patients have been on a daily dose of 5 mg for 4 to 6 weeks. ARICEPT® should be 
taken in the evening, just prior to retiring, and may be taken with or without food. 
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big issues 



The Medicare prescription bill 



SUPPORT 




Rep. Tom DeLay 

R-Texas 



By passing the Medicare 
prescription-drug plan, Con- 
gress began writing a new 
chapter in American health 
care. This bill creates a stronger 
and more secure health-care 
system for American seniors, 
bringing Medicare services into 
the modern, prescription-drug 
era of medicine while ensuring 
the program's survival for future retirees. 

American seniors are perfectly capable of 
making smart health-care decisions, but without 
the kind of flexible plans that have become com- 
monplace in private plans since the 1960s, they 

can't tailor their services 
to their own needs. The 
legislation we passed 
created incentives for a 
variety of new options, 
allowing older Ameri- 
cans to choose from 
plans based on their 
needs rather than the 
dictates of Washington 
bureaucrats. 
It also provides a guaranteed prescription drug 
benefit to everyone covered by Medicare, which will 
save money for seniors and Medicare alike, thanks 
to the preventative value of prescription medicine. If 
we can spend a little now to save lives and money 
later, that's a good deal for everyone involved. 

Second, the Medicare program needs more 
competition to improve quality and keep costs in 
check. The new bill provides incentives to strength- 
en existing private plans and creates an environ- 
ment where new products and services can emerge. 

Of course, seniors satisfied with their current 
coverage can leave their benefits as they are, but 
new choices will drive down costs and improve 
services for everyone in the program. 

Third, this legislation is the best opportunity to 
prepare America's health-care system for major 
demographic shifts that will - if left unaccounted 
for - cripple our health-care system. Thirty million 
more Americans will age ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



"If we can spend a 
little now to save 
lives and money 
later, that's a good 
deal for everyone 
involved" 



Sen. Harry Reid 

D-Nev. 



OPPOSE 




into Medicare over the 
next decade. As this 
occurs, reforms in this 
legislation will become 
more critical than ever. 
The bill provides the best 
opportunity in a genera- 
tion to improve American 
health care and make 
Medicare viable. 



Adding an affordable, 
comprehensive and voluntary 
drug benefit to Medicare has 
been one of my top priorities in 
the Senate. That's why in June 
I voted to support a bipartisan 
prescription drug bill in the 
Senate. That bill wasn't per- 
fect, but it was a good first step 
toward providing a comprehen- 
sive drug benefit under Medicare. 

Unfortunately, negotiations with the House of 
Representatives made the bill much worse. So 
when it came back to the Senate, I had no choice 
but to vote against it. The bill will leave millions of 
seniors worse off than 
they are today, and it 
threatens the future of 
the Medicare program 
itself. It is a bad bill. 

Specifically, the 
legislation would make 
tens of thousands of 
seniors pay more for 
prescription drugs. 
That's because thou- 
sands of seniors who 
receive health care from 
their former employers will lose that coverage. 
And seniors who qualify for Medicaid will have to 
pay more for their medications than they do now. 

The new drug benefit created in the bill is 
confusing and inadequate. For example, a senior 
must spend $810 out-of-pocket per year before he 
or she will receive a penny from Medicare. And a 
senior who spends $5,000 a year on drugs will be 
stuck with almost 80 percent of the bill. 

Perhaps worst of all, because of pressure from big 
drug companies, the bill explicitly prohibits Medi- 
care from negotiating lower drug prices on behalf 
of America's 40 million seniors. And the bill does 
not allow Americans to import drugs from Canada, 
where prices are much lower. Finally, this legisla- 
tion changes Medicare by limiting the amount of 
money that can be spent on the program - mean- 
ing, over time, services 



"The bill will leave 
millions of seniors 
worse off than they 
are today, and it 
threatens the future 
of the Medicare 
program itself" 



YOUR OPINIONS COUNT 

Senators and representatives are interested in constituent 
viewpoints. You may express your views in writing at the 
following addresses: 



The Honorable (name) 

U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Phone: (202) 224-3121 



The Honorable (name) 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Phone: (202) 225-3121 



could be cut and premi- 
ums will likely rise. 

I will continue fighting 
until Congress passes 
legislation that provides 
a more generous drug 
benefit, lowers the cost 
of prescription drugs and 
strengthens the Medi- 
care program. 
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Just when you thought it was safe 
to get back into the stock market . . . 
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rom the Depths 



BY ROBERT BRYCE 
Since the Internet bubble burst about three years ago, investors 
have been besieged by a wave of corporate scandals unprecedented 
in American history. The list of implosions includes Enron, 
WorldCom, HealthSouth and many others that are by now well 
known to the American people. As these corporate sharks swirl 
through our TV newscasts, it's worthwhile to look back for a 
moment and ask a few questions. First of all, what drove these 
characters? Will we see more scandals? What regulations have been 

put in place to deter future scandals? And finally, given all this 
greed, what should small investors be doing to protect themselves? 



Of the looting that occurred in corporate 
America, it's difficult to find a more egregious 
example than the allegations faced by the 
Rigas family, which ran the now-bankrupt 
cable-TV company Adelphia Communica- 
tions. As recently as 2001, the Rigas family's 
stake in Adelphia was worth $900 million. 
Somehow, that wasn't quite enough. Federal 
prosecutors say the family borrowed about 
$2 billion from the company without ever 
alerting the shareholders or the Securities 
and Exchange Commission. Prosecutors also 
have charged that the company's founder and 
former CEO, John Rigas, used $13 million of 
the company's money to build a golf course. 
Rigas, two of his sons and other Adelphia 
executives now face federal charges. 

While the Rigases set a high standard for 
lowliness, their avarice was almost matched 
by former Tyco International CEO Dennis 
Kozlowski, whose compensation package 
totaled $62.4 million. He allegedly used 
Tyco's money to pay for a $6,000 shower 
curtain and a $15,000 umbrella stand for his 
home. He also tapped Tyco to pay for his 
wife's $2 million birthday party in Sardinia, 
which featured Jimmy Buffett playing music 



and an ice sculpture of Michaelangelo's 
David, complete with chilled vodka flowing 
from the sculpture's manhood. In all, 
Kozlowski was accused of looting Tyco for 
some $170 million and inflating the stock 
prices an additional $430 million by disguis- 
ing the company's true financial condition. 
In early February, Kozlowski was still on 
trial in New York, where his lawyers felt 
confident that they had raised reasonable 
doubt of his guilt; he rested his case without 
calling a witness or taking the stand himself. 

Enron CEO Ken Lay set a standard, too. In 
the three years before Enron's bankruptcy, 
he sold $184.4 million worth of company 
stock. And yet in January 2002, Lay's wife, 
Linda, appeared on NBC's "Today" show, 
saying she and her husband had "nothing 
left" and were "fighting for liquidity." The 
weepy Mrs. Lay neglected to mention that 
her idea of "nothing" included an $11 million 
condominium in Houston's ritzy River Oaks 
neighborhood, several other Houston homes, 
as well as a house in Galveston and three 
houses in Aspen. 

The psychology behind this excess is 
difficult to fathom. B. Espen Eckbo, founding 
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'New laws and tough cops will help protect your investments. 
But they do not replace vigilance/' 



director of the Center for Corpo- 
rate Governance at Dartmouth 
University, blames what he calls 
America's "superstar culture." He 
says CEOs become insulated from 
the real world and "an over- 
whelming hubris sets in. It takes 
the form of not caring about the 
mundane details of corporate 
governance. They begin thinking 
they own the company." 

That attitude was certainly the 
case at Enron, a company that 
typified many of the worst traits 
of corporate America. Jeff 
Stalling, Enron's former presi- 
dent, once told a coworker, "All 
that matters is money. You buy 
loyalty with money. Don't ever 
forget that." Stalling certainly 
believed it, and he left Enron 
with a fortune. He sold $70.6 
million in Enron stock before 
abruptly quitting in August 
2001, just months before the 
company failed. 

History of Greed. Rigas, Koz- 
lowski and top Enron officials are 
just the latest in a long line 
who've become rich - and 
infamous - in a hurry. In fact, a 
cursory scan of Wall Street 
shows that American investors 
have been hit by greed scandals 
with predictable regularity. 

In the post-Civil War era, 
infamous robber baron Jay Gould 
made $10 million by attempting 
to corner the gold market. Gould 
became so expert at manipulat- 
ing the stock market that angry 
investors began tracking him 
down to seek revenge. To protect 
himself, Gould always traveled 
with a bodyguard even while 
strolling near his home on New 
York's Fifth Avenue. 

In the 1920s, a wheeler-dealer 
named Samuel Insull promoted 
the stock of his company, Com- 
monwealth Edison. Despite its 
enormous debt load, Insull's com- 
pany was the darling of Wall 
Street. When the company 
collapsed, Insull fled to Europe. 
He was tried three times for his 



alleged crimes, and each time, he 
was acquitted. In the 1930s, a 
Wall Streeter named Richard 
Whitney looted a pension fund. 
He later pleaded guilty to embez- 
zlement charges and went to 
prison. In the 1970s, Robert 
Vesco bilked $200 million from a 
company called Investors Over- 
seas Services. He fled to Cuba to 
avoid prosecution. The 1980s 
launched a riverboat-load of 
swindlers who rode high on the 
oil and real estate frenzy of the 
savings-and-loan disaster, a mess 
that cost American taxpayers 
$300 billion. In the 1990s, we had 
the failure of Barings Bank, the 
oldest bank in England - brought 
down by Nick Leeson, a young 
trader who had lost $1.4 billion 
trading financial derivatives. 

All of these scandals point to 
one unassailable fact: business 
skullduggery will never disap- 
pear, because humans will 
always be greedy. Some people 
are willing to bend or break the 
rules in order to make a fast 
buck. But since Enron's bank- 
ruptcy on Dec. 2, 2001, regulators 
and legislators have been work- 
ing hard to minimize their 
opportunities. 

In 2002, Congress passed the 
Sarbanes-Oxley Act to curb 
corporate miscreants. While the 
new law isn't perfect, it's a good 
start. The measure requires 
corporate CEOs to sign their 
financial statements and certify 
that they are accurate. If they 
knowingly sign inaccurate 
statements, they face stiff fines 
and jail terms of up to 20 years. 
Companies are required to have 
more independent board mem- 
bers and provide ways for whis- 
tleblowers to voice their concerns. 

While regulations are swell, 
handcuffs and jail cells send a 
far more compelling message. 
About two dozen people at Enron 
have either been indicted or 
forced to give up assets. Enron's 
former chief financial officer, 
Andy Fastow, pleaded guilty to 



two counts of securities and wire 
fraud. He'll serve at least 10 years 
in prison and pay $23 million in 
penalties. Sam Waksal, the 
former CEO of ImClone Systems, 
has gone to jail for his part in an 
insider-trading scheme that 
sparked an investigation of 
celebrity homemaker Martha 
Stewart. Jack Grubman, the 
ethically challenged telecommuni- 
cations analyst at Wall Street 
firm Salomon Smith Barney, was 
fined $15 million for his role in 
creating fraudulent research 
reports. 

More arrests and indictments 
are almost certain. And the 
regulators at the Securities and 
Exchange Commission are 
finally getting more funding. 
This year, the agency's budget 
will approach $1 billion - a 
pittance when you consider that 
it's responsible for regulating an 
American equities market worth 
$15 trillion. 

Taking Action. New laws and 
tough cops will help protect your 
investments. But they are not a 
replacement for vigilance. Here 
are a few things investors should 
keep in mind: 

■ If yon don't understand it, 
don't buy it Just because a 
company dominates an obscure 
market with an obscure technol- 
ogy doesn't mean it will be 
profitable. Investing guru Peter 
Lynch sums up his philosophy 
by saying, "Know what you own 
and know why you own it." If 
you can't explain in 30 seconds 
or less why you own a stock, you 
shouldn't own it. 

■ Educate yourself. The Internet 
has leveled the playing field. 
Regular investors have access to 
much of the same information 
that used to be available only to 
Wall Street insiders. Most major 
companies allow the public to 
listen to their quarterly confer- 
ence calls with analysts, either 
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"While regulations are swell handcuffs and jail cells 
send afar more compelling message. About two dozen people at 
Enron have either been indicted or forced to give up assets" 



through their Web sites or over 
the telephone. There is no fee for 
this, and it allows investors to 
hear the company's executives 
discuss their financial statements 
and strategies. A wealth of 
information can be found on the 
Internet about almost every 
publicly traded company. Par- 
ticularly good sites include ones 
run by the American Association 
of Individual Investors, Aaii.com, 
and Yahoo! Finance, Finance. 
yahoo.com. An excellent site for 
the latest in corporate gover- 
nance issues is run by The 
Corporate Library, Thecorpo- 
ratelibrary.com. The site includes 
reports on accounting practices, 
shareholder rights, executive pay 
and other governance issues. It 
also runs a Web page called the 
"Scandal Quick Sheet," which 
keeps a running total on the 
latest arrests, indictments and 
other jailhouse fun. 

■ Read the proxy statements and 
10-K reports. Pay particular 
attention to the executive-pay 
section of the proxy statement, 
along with the footnotes. Most 
public companies' reports are 
available on the SEC's Web site, 
Sec.gov. If you don't have Inter- 
net access, call the company and 
ask them to send you paper 
copies of their latest proxy and 
10-K. Ask for the past three 
years' reports while you're at it. 

■ Scrutinize the board of 
directors. Paul Hodgson of The 
Corporate Library, which re- 
searches corporate governance, 
says investors should look at the 
directors and ask, "Are these the 
people I trust to look after my 
investment?" The proxy details 
each director's background and 
experience. It also will reveal 
whether the director has an 
outside consulting or pay ar- 
rangement with the company. 
This disclosure is usually includ- 



ed in the section called "certain 
transactions." Corporate gover- 
nance experts frown on compa- 
nies that have consulting ar- 
rangements or business ties with 
their directors; it tends to limit a 
director's ability to oppose 
company management. 

■ Pay attention to company 
culture. When a Wal-Mart 
executive travels on company 
business, he or she is required to 
share a hotel room with another 
company employee. While that 
may be a minor expense for a 
company as big as Wal-Mart, the 
practice shows that management 
cares about expenses. Perhaps 
it's a coincidence, but since the 
late 1990s, Wal-Mart's stock has 
more than quadrupled in value. 
Excessive executive pay or lavish 
executive perks may be indica- 
tors of bad corporate culture. 

■ Be selective about mutual 
funds. The mutual-fund industry 
is now being rocked by scandals. 
In recent months, state and 
federal regulators have brought 
charges against several firms, 
including Putnam Investments 
and Prudential Securities, after 
allegations were leveled of late 
trading and market-timing 
schemes in order to enrich 
mutual-fund managers and a 
small group of investors. When 
buying mutual funds, Hodgson 
advises investors to look for fund 
operators who are campaigning 
for reform in the industry. "That 
indicates they're running a tight 
ship and are reliable in terms of 
governance," Hodgson says. One 
example of a longtime reform 
advocate is John Bogle, the 
founder of the Vanguard Group, 

a major mutual fund company. 
One of Vanguard's mainstays is 
the index fund, which buys 
groups of stocks that mimic the 
performance of market gauges 
like the S&P 500. Index funds 



are simple and their costs are 
usually lower than those of 
managed mutual funds. 

■ Diversify. Diversify. Diversify. 
Ten average stocks in different 
sectors is smarter and safer than 
loading up on one or two compa- 
nies in a single sector. 

■ Watch Warren Buffett. Over 
the past five decades, Buffett has 
proven that he's the world's 
smartest capitalist. Buffett's 
personal fortune is worth 

$36 billion or so, and his com- 
pany, Berkshire Hathaway, has 
been among the best-performing 
stocks anywhere. During the 
Internet boom, Buffett didn't buy 
any technology stocks. He was 
ridiculed at the time as being 
too old-fashioned. Today, he 
looks like a genius. You can 
read his annual letters to Berk- 
shire Hathaway shareholders 
on the company's Web site, 
Berkshirehathaway.com. 

While all of these guidelines 
can help investors avoid disaster, 
there are no certainties when it 
comes to investing. It pays to keep 
your own avarice in check and 
remember the advice dispensed 
decades ago by Will Rogers: "I'm 
not nearly so concerned about the 
return on my capital as I am the 
return of my capital." || 

Robert Bryce is the author of "Pipe 
Dreams: Greed, Ego and the Death 
of Enron." His next book, "Cro- 
nies: Oil the Bushes and the Rise 
of Texas, America's Superstate," 
will be published in June. 

This article discusses issues 
concerning various financial 
options and is not, nor is it 
intended to be, investment advice. 
See your broker or investment 
adviser for investment advice. 

Article design: Holly K. Soria 
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This Amazing New 
Scooter PowerFolds 
to a Compact Size 
in Seconds! 

And Now... Enter to Win Yours 
FREE in our Monthly Drawing! 

The sleekly-styled AutoGo electric 
scooter does everything better... and 
much more! Its all-new low profile 
design provides added maneuverability 
indoors and out! For travel and storage, 
simply PowerFold™ it to a compact size 
in seconds with just-one-hand! AutoGo 
also folds flat to easily fit in your car's 
trunk! The sooner you enter, the more 
chances you'll have to win! You could 
even be next month's lucky winner! 





To enter this monthly sweepstakes 
drawing and receive a Free Color 
Catalog, Call TODAY. TOLL FREE 

1-800-828-8646 

J or return the card or coupon! 

STYES! Please enter me in the Sweepstakes Drawing, 
and send me a Free Full Color Catalog & Special 
Introductory Offer on the UltraLite™ AutoGo Vehicle. 



Zip Code_ 



Don't forget to include your phone number above so we may contact you if you win! 

UltraLite Vehicles, A Division of Electric Mobility, Two Electric Ave., 
Dept. 9825, P.O. Box 7025, Bellmawr, NJ 08099 



OFFICIAL SWEEPSTAKES RULES Each respondent will be entered in the Electric Mobility® UltraLite™ Vehicles 
Sweepstakes to be eligible to win an UltraLite Model 150 (ARV $1199) in our monthly drawing. Electric Mobility 
reserves the right to upgrade the prize scooter to a model with greater value. There is absolutely no obligation and 
no purchase necessary. Purchasing will not improve your chances of winning. Only one entry per individual. Void 
where prohibited. A winner will be drawn monthly, and your chances of winning each month are based on the 
amount of entries received but should be 1 in 1 ,000,000 based on past response. By entering the sweepstakes, you 
consent to having Electric Mobility Corporation and its divisions/subsidiaries contact you by mail, phone or electronic 
means regarding our products. By entering, I agree to be bound by the official sweepstakes rules and accept that 
those rules have financial implications. To be removed from our mailing list, call 1-800-471-0959. For official rules 
write: Electric Mobility Corporation, P.O. Box 156, Sewell, NJ 08080, or visit us online at: www.ultralite.biz. This is a 
solicitation. You are under no obligation to pay. ©2004 Electric Mobility Corp. 



interview 



We Need 

These Laws' 

Terrorism expert Victoria Toensing 
dispels myths surrounding the PATRIOT Act 

In the wake of the devastating attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, Congress acted swiftly to approve 
new legislation aimed at preventing future terrorist aggression against the United States 
and its citizens. The legislation was given a lengthy title: the Uniting and Strengthening 
America by Providing Appropriate Tools Required to Intercept and Obstruct Terrorism 
(PATRIOT) Act of 2001. 

Also known as the USA-PATRIOT Act, or USAPA, the act amends some 15 pre-existing 
laws, giving increased surveillance and investigative powers to U.S. law-enforcement agen- 
cies. Although the PATRIOT Act at first was hailed as a powerful tool to combat and prevent 
terrorism, the act has come under increasing criticism from opponents who charge that it 
violates civil rights. 

One of the act's strongest advocates is longtime terrorism expert Victoria Toensing. A 
former deputy assistant attorney general in the criminal division of the Department of 
Justice, Toensing established the department's terrorism unit. She worked on a number of 
high-profile cases, including the bombing of Pan Am Flight 830 and the takeover of the 
cruise ship Achille Lauro. 

Toensing has served in other key posts, including chief counsel to Sen. Barry Goldwater when 
he was chairman of the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence. Now an attorney in private 
practice, Toensing says many criticisms of the PATRIOT Act are based on misunderstandings or 
misrepresentations. She recently discussed the law with The American Legion Magazine. 



The American Legion Magazine: 

Why did yon become an expert on 
the PATRIOT act? 
Victoria Toensing: I have been 
involved in terrorism legislation 
and the prosecution of terrorists 
from early on. I started the 
terrorism section at the Justice 
Department. That was in the 



mid-1980s. Up until then, we 
weren't prosecuting terrorism 
cases outside the United States. 
We had no jurisdiction. We 
prosecuted cases pursuant to a 
multilateral treaty. Before the 
Achille Lanro case (wherein 
terrorists seized a cruise ship 
and threw a wheelchair-bound 



passenger overboard), we had 
legislation in place for hijacking, 
but we didn't have it for shipjack- 
ing. We had to pass more legisla- 
tion. We thought we had it 
covered then, but we didn't have 
it covered. Another terrorism 
case - the shootings at the Rome 
airport (in 1985) - was not 
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covered. We had to pass addi- 
tional legislation. Our legislation 
started out for hijackings and 
shipjackings, and it grew to cover 
any terrorist act outside the 
United States in which Ameri- 
cans are victims. While I was at 
the Justice Department, those 
types of cases were under my 
jurisdiction. I was there at the 
very beginning. I always had an 
interest in terrorism, but other 
people did not. 

TALM: What does the USA- 
PATRIOT Act do? 
VT: It does a lot of things. You 
really can't just say, "the PATRIOT 
Act." There are many parts to 
this legislation. 

TALM: What are some of the 
most significant parts? 
VT: Let's talk about the change in 
the Foreign Intelligence Surveil- 



Courtesy Victoria Toensing 

lance Act, or FISA. FISA is how 
we put wiretaps on people to gain 
foreign intelligence. You do not 
use it for criminal cases. This is 
significant, because the wiretap- 
ping law originally was written 
for criminal cases. That law was 
written when people only had 
one phone plugged into a wall. 
There weren't cell phones or even 
portable phones. When you 
wanted to get a wiretap, you had 
to figure out which phone was 
being used by the suspected 
criminal. You got the tap for that 
phone and not for the person. If 
the person used another phone, 
you had to get a tap for that 
phone also. As technology 
advanced, drug dealers in par- 
ticular began using cell phones. 
They used one a week then threw 
it away. This was their cost of 
doing business. Each time they 
switched phones, we had to get a 



new wiretap order. We had to 
stop and write up new papers, 
which took at least a week. We, 
as prosecutors, couldn't keep up 
with them. So we changed the 
law so that we could have a 
roving wiretap. The ability roved 
with the person. It went from 
phone to phone. You didn't have 
to go into court each time the 
person switched phones. So the 
law was changed for criminal 
cases but not for terrorism. 

TALM: How did that impact our 
ability to prosecute terrorism cases? 
VT: This hurt us in 1985, when 
TWA Flight 847, en route from 
Athens to Rome, was hijacked 
and forced to land in Lebanon. 
Robert Stethem, an American 
serviceman aboard the flight, was 
murdered. Other American males 
on board were kidnapped and 
taken to Beirut. We didn't know 
where they were. We had reason 
to believe, though, that the 
kidnappers would communicate 
with other people in a major 
American city. We hoped that if 
we could listen to these telephone 
conversations, we could learn 
where the Americans were being 
held and execute a rescue. We put 
in wiretaps, but the wiretaps did 
not fit within the laws. Even 
though American citizens were 
being held captive, and a service- 
man had been murdered, we were 
ordered to take down the wire- 
taps. We lost that avenue of 
investigation. The PATRIOT Act 
changes that. Now we can use 
roving wiretaps on terrorism 
investigations. The PATRIOT Act 
applied the roving wiretap, which 
we already had for criminal cases, 
to terrorism crimes. 

TALM: The PATRIOT Act has a 
provision that enables investiga- 
tors to delay notifying a suspect 
that he or she is being investigated 
for terrorism. Can you comment 
on that? 

VT: This is not a new power. This 
is where opponents of the 
PATRIOT Act do their arguments 
and the public an injustice, when 
they complain about the delayed- 
notification law. They act as if it's 
never been allowed. But it has. 
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Case law throughout the ages 
says that people need to be 
notified if there has been a 
personal search of something 
that belongs to them. This 
includes a search of someone's 
house or mail. The court started 
carving out exceptions, for ... a 
delayed notification. This was in 
cases where there was a need to 
preserve a life, to preserve the 
integrity of the investigation, to 
prevent flight or to prevent 
intimidation of witnesses. In 
terrorism cases, you want to be 
able to conduct your investiga- 
tion without these risks. Let's say 
a terrorist is sending money from 
the United States to someone in 
the Middle East. Wouldn't we 
want to follow that money and 
see who's receiving it and what 
they're trying to do with it? If we 
get a search warrant, and the 
suspect is notified right away, 
that process will be shut down 
immediately. 

TALM: A number of American 
cities have passed resolutions 
condemning the PATRIOT Act for 
violating civil rights. Are these 
legitimate concerns? Does the act 
impinge on our civil liberties? 
VT: If the PATRIOT Act is 
violating civil rights, then it will 
go up in the usual process to the 
Supreme Court, and it should. A 
local authority, such as a city or a 
state, does not have the authority 
to say, "We're not going to obey a 
federal law." The concept is 
federal pre-emption in specific 
areas of law. Federal law trumps 
local law. That's just it. The only 
thing that trumps that is if the 
federal law is unconstitutional. 
That would be a civil-rights 
violation, and the person being 
aggrieved would have to take it 
up, not a local government. 

TALM: Critics have charged that 
the PATRIOT Act enables the 
government to spy on our library 
habits. Can you comment on this? 
VT: Again, this is like the 
delayed-notification provision. 
This has been a power of the 
grand jury for ages. Investigators 
have been able to get library 
records. If, for example, you have 



a case where someone has used a 
bomb in a particular city, the 
grand jury has always been able 
to go to a library to see who has 
checked out a book on bomb- 
making within the past six 
months or year. Additionally, the 
FBI could get business records. 
Under the old law, this meant 
travel records. The FBI could get 
hotel records. It could get storage 
records. The PATRIOT Act says 
terrorism investigators can also 
get library records. There is good 
reason for this. We knew that 
several terrorists had used library 
computer systems. They went 
there because the libraries were 
like a refuge. But we don't have 
to have the situation where 
terrorists can go to libraries 
because libraries are sacrosanct. 
Let's say you have a situation 
whereby the subject of a terror- 
ism investigation has used a 
library computer. This informa- 
tion comes up at 7 a.m. on a 
Saturday. The grand jury won't 
be available until Monday 
morning, two days later. You 
want to be able to search those 
computer records. Previously, 
you would have to wait for the 
grand jury to issue a subpoena. 
Under the PATRIOT Act, you 
don't have to wait for that 
process to go through. You can 
go to the library and search the 
records. You still have to have a 
judge look at it ahead of time and 
give the order, but you don't have 
to wait to take it before the grand 
jury. This is a practical thing. It 
is carrying out the law in a 
speedy way. 

TALM: What about notification? 
Do you have to tell the subject 
about the search? 
VT: We're talking about business 
records. When you go to the 
library, those records are the 
library's. In the same way, hotel 
records belong to the hotel. This 
is not a personal search. 

TALM: Does the PATRIOT Act 
have loopholes that could benefit 
terrorists, or allow them to evade 
detection? 

VT: Of course, although I 
wouldn't phrase it that way. 



Have we done everything 
possible under the law so that 
people cannot move? No. We're 
an open society. We're a democ- 
racy. We balance our freedoms 
against the needs for national 
security. Even in a closed soci- 
ety, such as Saudi Arabia, you 
cannot prevent attacks. 

TALM: What are the act's 
weaknesses? 

VT: Every one of these laws can be 
used for good. They also can be 
used for evil. There is the concern 
that they could be misused by 
some U.S. attorney who just gets 
off on having power. The problem 
with the Justice Department is 
that it is reluctant to rein in U.S. 
attorneys who abuse their power. 
The Justice Department has got to 
learn that when allegations are 
made against U.S. attorneys, they 
have to take them seriously. That's 
where I come down on my 
constitutional-protection side. Any 
law can be abused. The grand jury 
can be abused. The PATRIOT Act 
can be abused. We need sufficient 
oversight from the Justice Depart- 
ment and from Congress. 

TALM: Is this why the act has 
been so controversial? 
VT: We as a people believe 
strongly in our liberty. We know 
that people can abuse laws. But 
those who oppose the PATRIOT 
Act would do a much better job 
expressing their concerns if they 
were truthful about their con- 
cerns. You can't complain about 
the library provision without 
saying that we've always been 
able to look at library records. 
Let's debate the act on its merits. 

TALM: What are the act's 
strengths? 

VT: I believe we have to rear- 
range our concept of law enforce- 
ment. Prevention is a different 
concept for us to grasp. We are 
accustomed to waiting for a 
crime to take place. Now we 
can't do that, when an entity like 
al-Qaida has declared war on us. 
We need these laws. I stick up for 
the PATRIOT Act. || 

Article design: Doug Rollison 



20 I April 2004 



The American Legion Magazine 




r r 



^ PISE LMSC 



:;£'JTAi5 




Eagle-eye view in a 
polished crystalline 
rondelle 



Shown smaller than an 
impressive actual height of 9" 



Two fiilly sculptural, 
hand-painted eagles soar 
with incredible grace and 
grandeur on "jetstreams" of 
sparkling crystalline 

As the sun bathes the 
mountains, two bald eagles 
leave their nest to survey 
the upper peaks. The rush 
of wind from beneath 
their wings joins the 
roar of cascading 
snowmelt ... and 
nature plays a sym- 
phony. This wondrous 
encounter, is now por- 
trayed in a multi- 
media sculpture of 
remarkable crafts- 
manship — and rare 
distinction. 
Hand-crafted 
eagles on shim- 
mering "vapor 
trails" combine 
with a stunning 
landscape to 
create a 
dynamic perspec- 
tive, which is even 
more dramatic in the 
"bird's eye view" portrait of 
crystalline (a unique combination 
of resins) that reveals the remote world 
that is the eagles' domain. 
Such a distinctive limited edition has 
sparked very strong demand, and extensive hand- 
crafting will limit supply. Act now to acquire it at 
the $39-95 issue price. Send no money now. Just 

mail the coupon. 

Dramatic landscape portrait by 
acclaimed wildlife artist Ted Blaylock 
reveals an eagle's-eye view of their 
mountain habitat 
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An Honored Adversary 

Japanese military pays tribute to Admiral Chester W. Nimitz. 



BY KAY GRANT 



ould you repeat that?" 
I asked, not believing 
what I had heard from 
Daryl Whitworth of the Freder- 
icksburg, Texas, Convention & 
Visitors Bureau. 
Whitworth pointed 
to the garden of the 
National Museum of 
the Pacific War and 
repeated, "The Japa- 
nese people funded 
a memorial to Adm. 
Nimitz/' Here was 
the rare and noble 
irony of a defeated 
nation honoring 
its conqueror. 

The impressive 
museum is located in 
the picturesque 

Texas hill country of Fredericks- 
burg, a city of fewer than 9,000 
souls that German immigrants 
settled in 1846. Until World War I, 
German was the town's primary 
language, and you still hear it 
spoken from time to time. The 
museum is here because Chester 
W. Nimitz was born in Fredericks- 
burg in 1885. 

The largest section of the 
9-acre complex is the George 
Bush Gallery, where exhibits and 
dioramas provide a balanced 
perspective of the contentious 
World War II years. Exhibits are 
chronological, portraying world 
events of the time and displaying 
photos and artifacts of Pacific 




battle sites. From medals to 
malaria pills, from torpedo tubes 
to tanks, the gallery pays tribute 
to the war that changed the 
world. The Nimitz Hotel, run by 
his grandfather in those times, 
was Nimitz' boyhood home and 
is now part of the 
museum complex. 
The historic hotel is 
devoted to the fleet 
admiral himself, 
underscoring his life 
and career. 

The quarter-acre 
Garden of Peace was 
funded by defeated 
Japanese military 
officers and civilians. 
A replica of Adm. 
Heihachiro Togo's 
meditation study was 
constructed in Japan, 
disassembled and transported to 
Fredericksburg. Along with 
funding the memorial, Japan sent 
seven craftsmen in 1976 to 
reassemble the study and put in 
the garden, designed by Taketora 
Saita, one of Japan's leading 
landscape architects. 

The Garden of Peace links the 
two former enemies - Nimitz and 
Togo - in the solace of a space 
comprised of a fishpond, rocks, 
plants and trees of varying 
heights. It is the most traditional 
Japanese garden in Texas, says 
Helen McDonald, the museum's 
assistant director. 

Nimitz admired Adm. Togo, a 
man revered by the Japanese for 



National Archives 



Symbolism abounds in the Japanese Gar- 
den of Peace: raked gravel represents 
ocean waves; stone and greenery clumps, 
the Pacific Islands; the stream, raindrops 
returning to the ocean. 

National Museum of the Pacific War 

sinking most of the Russian navy 
in the 1905 Japanese-Russo War, 
thus leading to Japan's 20th- 
century naval prowess. While a 
young midshipman at the U.S. 
Naval Academy, Nimitz met Togo 
and came to respect his strategic 
abilities. In 1934, he marched in 
Togo's death-day parade in Japan. 

The Japanese consider Nimitz 
one of the three foremost admi- 
rals in the world, along with Togo 
and Britain's Lord Nelson - a 
regard that comes as much for his 
humanity as for his military 
aptitude. At the end of World War 
II, when looters were destroying 
the Mikasa - Togo's flagship - 
Nimitz stationed guards to protect 
the vessel and even contributed 
his own money to help restore it. 
In addition, Nimitz is venerated in 
the eyes of many Japanese for 
ensuring that captured samurai 
swords were returned to their 
owners after the war. 

Whether walking in the tranquil 
garden or touring the absorbing 
museum, one gets a deeper 
understanding of the Pacific war 
and the people who fought in it. || 

Kay Grant is a freelance writer 
living in California. 

Article Design: Doug Rollison 
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Smart Mower 

for Small Lawns! 

The NEUTON ™ Cordless Electric Mower uses no gas or oil, 
so it's quiet, clean, and starts instantly — every time! 
It is lightweight so it's easy for anyone to use. 
So economical it costs just 1 0C to mow your 
lawn and never needs a tune-up. It's the only 
lawn mower that will also TRIM around 
trees and EDGE along your 
walk or driveway. 

This is clearly 
the smartest new idea 
in mowing since the 
rotary mower itself! 




So EASY to Start and Use... 

Finally here's welcome relief 
from the arm-yanking pull-starts, 
the noxious exhaust fumes, noise, 
and vibration of a gas lawn 
mower. 

The Revolutionary NEUTON™ 
Cordless Electric 
Mower starts with 
the push of a 
button. Recharg- 
ing is as easy as 
plugging in your 
i lift it toaster. And it's so 
with one hand! QUIET, you can 
mow at any time without 
disturbing your neighbors! 

At half the weight of most gas 
mowers, the NEUTON™ Mower 
won't strain your arms, legs, 
or back. 
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The NEUTON™ is lighter, easier 
to use, and smarter than other 
battery-electric mowers, too! 

You can instantly add a freshly- 
charged battery if you run out of 
charge. 

Plus, this is the only mower in 
the world that also trims and edges! 
No more garage full of individual 
power equipment. And, no more 
2nd and 3rd trips around your 
property to finish up trimming and 
edging after you 
mow! 
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No Divine 
Right 

US. habit of granting amnesty to illegal aliens helps no one. 



BY MICHELLE MALKIN 

Days before the terrorist 
attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, 
President George W. Bush 
was entertaining the idea of an 
amnesty bill for illegal aliens 
from Mexico. "If you can make a 
living in America, and you can't 
find a job in Mexico, family 
values don't stop at the southern 
border," he said. "People are 
coming to work to provide food 
for their families." 

Mexican President Vicente Fox 
put a full-court press on Con- 
gress. Condemning the idea that 
"good fences make good neigh- 
bors," Fox asserted that "circum- 
stances have changed . . . We are 
now bound closer together ... our 
links are countless and growing." 

Bush and Fox discussed every- 
thing from the possibility of new 
temporary "guest-worker" pro- 
grams to a radical "regularization" 
program to legalize the entire 
illegal-alien population from 
Mexico. Circumstances, however, 
changed in an unimaginable way 
when 19 foreign invaders mur- 
dered some 3,000 people on 
American soil. The connections 
between border control, immigra- 
tion enforcement and homeland 
security became clearer than 
ever before to the nation. Three 
of the hijackers had illegally 
overstayed their visas. Seven of 
the 19 obtained fraudulent 
identification cards with the help 
of illegal-alien day laborers in 
Virginia. And this wasn't the first 
time Osama bin Laden's network 
had exploited America's lax 



immigration system. At least two 
bin Laden-linked bomb plotters 
attempted to cross illegally 
through our land borders. 

In the immediate aftermath of 
the Sept. 11 attacks, the White 
House wisely backed off its talks 
with Fox. But now, as elections 
loom and minority vote-pandering 
begins, leaders from both major 
parties in Washington again seem 
bent on passing yet another 
disastrous amnesty program for 
illegal aliens, one that would 
encourage more uncontrolled 
immigration - and greatly under- 
mine national security. 

No Legalization. Last December, 
Department of Homeland Security 
Secretary Tom Ridge told a Miami 
audience that the solution to out- 
of-control illegal immigration is to 
legalize the 8 million to 12 million 
illegal aliens currently in the 
country. "I'm not saying make 
them citizens, because they 
violated the law to get here," 
Ridge explained. "You don't 
reward that type of conduct by 
turning over a citizenship certifi- 
cate. You determine how you can 
legalize their presence. Then, as a 
country, you make a decision that 
from this day forward this is a 
process of entry, and if you violate 
that process of entry, we have the 
resources to cope with it." The 
government, Ridge opined, must 
"decide what our immigration 
policy is and then enforce it." 
Huh? 

It's already against the law to 
cross our borders or overstay visas 
without permission. It's already 



against the law to recruit and hire 
such intruders. And it's already 
against the law to harbor or 
otherwise encourage them. The 
problem isn't that the law is 
unclear. The problem is that so 
many government officials are 
unwilling to enforce the law - and 
to uphold the will of the vast 
majority of Americans who reject 
open-borders chaos. Poll after poll, 
both before and after the Sept. 11 
terrorist attacks, show that Ameri- 
cans overwhelmingly oppose 
amnesty for illegal aliens. A Zogby 
poll performed the week before the 
Sept. 11 attacks found opposition 
to amnesty among virtually every 
major demographic group in 
society, including Hispanics. 

Ridge received vocal criticism 
from some conservatives, such as 
Rep. Tom Tancredo, R-Colo., after 
his muddled comments. But 
Ridge was merely reflecting the 
mindset of virtually all the 
leaders in both major parties. All 
of the then-Democratic presiden- 
tial candidates expressed support 
for some form of amnesty, as 
does Senate Minority Leader Tom 
Daschle, Secretary of State Colin 
Powell and President George W. 
Bush, who unveiled an amnesty 
plan in January that would allow 
the entire illegal-alien population 
to apply for a "temporary guest 
worker" program, increase the 
number of green cards issued to 
legal permanent residents - 
untold numbers of which would 
presumably be issued to protect- 
ed illegals - and provide Social 
Security benefits for illegal aliens 
from Mexico. 
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Enforce the Law. Most 
arguments in favor of 
amnesty begin with the 
premise that immigra- 
tion enforcement is 
impractical given the 
massive numbers of 
illegal aliens currently living in 
the United States. "The truth is we 
can't and won't deport even a 
small share of the foreign workers 
who do so much to keep our econ- 
omy running," writes Tamar 
Jacoby of the Manhattan Institute, 
an amnesty supporter. "(We) need 
to offer these valuable laborers a 
way in, out of the shadows. And 
the best means to do so would be 
a gradual scheme under which, 
over time, they earn legitimacy." 

The idea that illegal aliens are 
hiding fearfully in the shadows is 
laughable to most residents of bor- 
der states - and to an increasing 
number of residents in flyover 
country - where immigration 
outlaws have ready and open 
access to driver's licenses, health 
care, education and employment 
shelters. In any case, Jacoby and 
other leading amnesty supporters 
seem to assume that mass depor- 
tation is the only tool we have to 
handle illegal aliens, which is not 
the case. Under current law, it is a 



"The primary objective of our immigration 
policy is not to serve as an economic relief 
fund for the rest of the world!' 



felony to knowingly employ an 
illegal alien, but the law is almost 
never enforced because employers 
have failed to distinguish illegal 
aliens from legal aliens and U.S. 
citizens. A nationwide worker 
identification-verification database 
linked to the Social Security 
database and alien-registration 
numbers would provide employ- 
ers the tools they need. Enforce- 
ment of the law would follow, and 
after a few highly publicized 
cases, demand for illegal alien 
labor would dry up, and most 
offenders would leave on their 
own volition. 

"Tough Noogies" Policy. Another 
pro-amnesty argument is that 
granting residency to illegal 
immigrants already in our country 
will stem the future flow of illegal 
aliens. The historical record 
provides absolutely no evidence in 
support of this claim. Seven 
amnesties have been enacted 
inside the past two decades: 



■ 1986: The Immigra- 
tion and Reform Control 
Act blanket amnesty for 
an estimated 2.7 million 
illegal aliens. 

■ 1994: The Immigra- 
tion and Nationality 

Act, Section 245 (i) temporary 
rolling amnesty for 578,000 
illegal aliens. 

■ 1997: Extension of the Section 
245 (i) amnesty. 

■ 1997: The Nicaraguan Adjust- 
ment and Central American 
Relief Act for nearly one million 
illegal aliens from Central 
America. 

■ 1998: The Haitian Refugee 
Immigration Fairness Act am- 
nesty for 125,000 illegal aliens 
from Haiti. 

■ 2000: Extension of amnesty for 
400,000 illegal aliens who claimed 
eligibility under the 1986 act. 

■ 2000: The Legal Immigration 
Family Equity Act, which includ- 
ed a restoration of the rolling 
Section 245 (i) amnesty for 
900,000 illegal aliens. 

These amnesties failed to 
decrease illegal immigration. On 
the contrary, the number of 
illegal aliens has tripled since 
President Reagan signed the first 
amnesty in 1986. The total effect 



The Legion's opposition to illegal immigration 



BY RON ENGEL 

The American Legion is unalter- 
ably opposed to illegal immigra- 
tion and the apparent lack of 
enforcement of immigration laws 
by federal government agencies. 
Immigration is a critical issue to 
national security, as evidenced by 
the terrorists admitted into this 
country, who went on to commit 
the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. 

American Legion positions on 
immigration date back to the 
organization's roots. In 1919, 
Legionnaires opened their arms 
to a wave of immigrants from 
foreign lands. The organization 
worked with the government in 
providing meaningful naturaliza- 



tion ceremonies and instructed 
immigrants on the English 
language, assisting their adjust- 
ment to the American way of life. 

At the same time, the Legion 
also envisioned a time when this 
country would have to withdraw 
the welcome mat, due to increas- 
ing numbers of new immigrants 
and the difficulty of assimilating 
into U.S. society. The Legion 
passed resolutions asking Con- 
gress for limited quotas, calling 
for strict enforcement of immi- 
gration and customs laws and the 
removal of illegal aliens. 

An estimated 8 million to 
11 million illegals live and work 
among us today, from coast to 
coast and border to border. 



Generally, they perform work 
where labor shortages exist. So 
what's the problem? 

They broke the law to get here. 

The American Legion cannot 
condone the breaking of this 
country's immigration laws when 
the preamble to its own Constitu- 
tion says members "promote law 
and order." Immigration laws 
were established to regulate the 
admission of non-citizens into 
this country. Violation of immi- 
gration laws is a violation of the 
Legion's rules of conduct. 

Acceptance of these undocu- 
mented aliens is an invitation for 
others to illegally enter the 
country. Previous amnesty 
programs ^see immigration page 28 
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[immigration] have proved 

ineffective at curtailing the 
invasion and, according to some 
immigration-reform groups, 
only served to fuel a greater 
influx of illegals. 

The American Legion's position 
is outlined in Resolution 307, 
passed by delegates to the 84th 
National Convention in Charlotte, 
N.C., in 2002. It reads: "The 
American Legion opposes all 
legislation that would result in the 
granting of amnesty and legal 
residency, in any form or by any 
name, to millions of illegal 
immigrants currently in the United 
States." This includes illegals 
working in this country who 
would be pardoned under "guest- 



For more info 

Contact Americanism and Children & 
Youth Division, The American Legion, 
P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 

E-mail: acy@legion.org 

worker" legislation proposed by 
President Bush in January. 

The amnesty issue is only one 
of the Legion's immigration 
positions. Others include: 

■ Support strict enforcement 
of employer sanctions as called 
for in current labor and immigra- 
tion law. 

■ Oppose efforts that would 
allow illegal aliens to receive in- 
state tuition rates, federal or 
other government education 
grants and/or financial assis- 



tance to attend a college or 
university in the United States. 

■ Restrict the eligibility of illegal 
aliens to receive publicly funded 
assistance. 

■ Provide the U.S. Border Patrol 
with the necessary resources for 
effective security. 

■ Require all legal aliens to carry 
technologically secure identifica- 
tion documents that are verifi- 
able by any employer or benefit 
agency through a central data- 
base. The American Legion 
opposes the acceptance of the 
matricular consular card as a 
legal form of identification. 

Ron Engel is deputy director of The 
American Legion's Americanism 
and Children & Youth division. 



of the amnesties was even larger 
because relatives of the "regular- 
ized" aliens later joined their 
law-breaking family members. 

Supporters say amnesty is a 
compassionate matter of family 
reunification for hard-working 
undocumented immigrants 
mostly from Mexico and Central 
America. But the primary 
objective of our immigration 
policy is not to serve as an 
economic relief fund for the rest 
of the world. The primary goals 
should be the preservation of our 
sovereignty and the safety of U.S. 
citizens. Entering the United 
States is not a divine right. Those 
who want to come to this coun- 
try must queue up for a visa like 
everyone else. We need a "tough 
noogies" policy, with no excep- 
tions, when it comes to alien 
lawbreakers who violate the rules 
and then complain about unfair- 
ness when they're caught. They 
should accept the consequences 
of their actions. They are not 
entitled to be here. 

In an attempt to address post- 
Sept. 11 worries, amnesty sup- 
porters claim their proposals will 
enhance public safety and nation- 
al security. Supporters argue that 
amnesty would allow the federal 
government to get an immediate 



handle on who is here and 
eliminate the vast black market 
for bogus identity papers. But it is 
reasonable to assume that illegal 
aliens with criminal records or 
known ties to terrorists would not 
apply for amnesty. Amnesty 
would do nothing to prevent such 
individuals from continuing to 
live here illegally, nor would it 
prevent them from obtaining and 
using false identification papers, 
as the Sept. 11 hijackers did. 

History suggests that even 
amnesty programs with narrow 
focus may be vulnerable to abuse 
by terrorists. Egyptian brothers 
Mahmud Abouhalima and 
Mohammed Abouhalima - both 
here on expired visas - won 
amnesty under a farm-worker 
program after cooking up bogus 
claims. They went on to partici- 
pate in the 1993 World Trade 
Center bombing. Section 245 (i) 
beneficiary Hashem Mohamed 
Hadayet entered with a tourist 
visa in 1992, only overstayed for 
five years and then applied 
successfully for legal permanent 
residency under 245 (i) when his 
wife hit the Diversity Visa lottery 
jackpot - another immigration 
abomination that benefits illegal 
aliens. He went on to gun down 
two people at the El Al Israel 



Airlines counter at Los Angeles 
International Airport on July 4, 
2002. Those covered by the 245 (i) 
amnesty provision included not 
only Mexican day laborers who 
entered the country illegally but 
also visa overstayers - a category 
that covers the likes of Sept. 11 
hijackers Hani Hanjour, Nawaf al 
Hazmi, and Satam al Suqami, 
those who worked in the United 
States illegally - such as several 
of the 1993 World Trade Center 
bombers, and those who failed to 
maintain continuously lawful 
status - for example, Sept. 11 
hijackers Mohamed Atta and 
Marwan al Shehhi. 

Compassion must not override 
vigilance. Our resolve to enforce 
immigration laws in the wake of 
Sept. 11 must not be weakened. If 
our government is willing to 
defend the borders of other 
nations, it must first be willing to 
defend its own. || 

Michelle Malkin is a syndicated 
columnist, FOX News Channel 
analyst and author of "Invasion: 
How America Still Welcomes 
Terrorists, Criminals and Other 
Foreign Menaces to Our Shores" 
(Regnery, 2002). 
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Thrives Magnificently From 110 Above To 40 Below! 



ERUPTS 
INTO 



An Everblooming Hedge Packed 
With Thousands Of Flowers! 

S THE DELICATE SCENT OF LAVENDER PERFUME...YEAR AFTER YEAR 





Siberian 

LAVENDER 

Shrugs off Scorching Summer Heat— Laughs Off 
Icy Winter Blasts. Rewards You With Eye-Stopping 
Beauty and Dried Bouquets Of Enchanting 
Fragrance ALL 52 WEEKS OF THE YEAR! 



FOR FREE GARDENING TIPS: 
www.gardenerschoice.net 



If you love the breathtaking beauty and fresh-flower fragrance of 
lavender bouquets, then you'll go wild over this Siberian wonder-variety. 
It's the country cousin of English lavender — that grows bigger, lasts 
longer and smothers itself in such a massive outpouring of blooms from 
summer to frost, its thousands of flowers almost hide the leaves. 
SUPER-HARDY EVEN GROWS IN POOR SOIL.. .GOES 
WEEKS WITHOUT WATERING! 

Yes, this incredible flowering hedge is perfect for borders, as a divider, to 
circle your patio or line your walks. Also ideal for every rock garden. Best 
of all — no work, no special care. It thrives beautifully in even the poorest 
of soils. ..needs no fertilizing or special plant foods. ..and could care less 
whatever the weather may be; it makes no difference. Each and every 
year it gives you blooms by the thousands, dried flower bouquets by 
the vaseful and the, fresh-flower fragrance of lavender sachets ALL 12 
MONTHS OF THE YEAR! 




Variety: perovskia 
atripliafolia also known 
as Russian sage 



No Risk Guarantee 



Order without risk. Your satisfaction is guaranteed. 
If not completely happy, just write us for a refund 
(less postage and handling), replacement or credit 
on next order whichever you prefer. 



BOUQUETS BY THE VASEFUL ALL YEAR 'ROUND 

After the blooming season is over, the beauty parade still goes on. 
You simply snip off its giant, 3-foot long flowering spikes, place them in 
vases. ..for the most glorious dried-flower arrangements you've ever seen. 
The same decorator's bouquets that florists sell for $1 5 to $25 each — yours 
for just pennies apiece! And yours to brighten up and freshen your home 
ALL FOUR SEASONS this year and every year! 



©2004, Gardeners' Choice, 81961 County Road, Hartford, Ml 49057-8005 

Gardeners' Choice, Dept. SIBG-0248 

81961 County Road 687 South 

PO Box 8005 Hartford, Ml 49057-8005 

Please send me the 'Siberian Lavender' I have ordered 
below on your money-back guarantee (less p&h). 

□ One (1) 'Lavender Plant' only $2.98 each 

□ Three (3) Lavender Plants' only $4.98 

□ Six (6) Lavender Plants' only $8.98 

□ Twelve (12) Lavender Plants' only $15.98 

□ BEST OFFER: 24 Lavender Plants' only $29.98 
Add $2.50 p&h no matter how many you order. 

Enclosed is $ check or money order. 

CT, Ml, NY Residents please add sales tax. 

OR Charge It: □ Visa □ MasterCard □ Amex □ Disc. 
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Thirty years of one man's truth come up for reconsideration. 



BY PAT CONROY 



The true things always 
ambush me on the road and 
take me by surprise when I 
am drifting down the light of 
placid days, careless about flanks 
and rearguard actions. I was not 
looking for a true thing to come 
upon me in the state of New 
Jersey. Nothing has ever hap- 
pened to me in New Jersey. But 
came it did, and it came to stay. 

In the past four years I have 
been interviewing my teammates 
on the 1966-1967 basketball team 
at the Citadel for a book I'm 
writing. For the most part, this 
has been like buying back a part 
of my past that I had mislaid or 
shut out of my life. At first I 
thought I was writing about being 
young and frisky and able to run 
up and down a court all day long, 
but lately I realized I came to this 
book because I needed to come to 
grips with being middle-aged and 
having ripened into a gray-haired 
man you could not trust to 
handle the ball on a fast break. 

When I visited my old team- 
mate Al Kroboth's house in New 
Jersey, I spent the first hours 
quizzing him about his memories 
of games and practices and the 
screams of coaches that had 
echoed in field houses more than 
30 years before. 

Al had been a splendid for- 
ward-center for the Citadel; at 
6 feet 5 inches and carrying 220 
pounds, he played with indefati- 
gable energy and enthusiasm. For 
most of his senior year, he led the 
nation in field-goal percentage, 
with UCLA center Lew Alcindor 
hot on his trail. Al was a battler 
and a brawler and a scrapper 
from the day he first stepped in 
as a Green Weenie as a sopho- 
more to the day he graduated. 



Author Pat Conroy of South Carolina 
displays posters and mementos of his 
father, upon whom the writer based his 
1976 novel "The Great Santini." ap 



Pat 
Conroy 

My Losing 
Season 



From the book, "My Losing Season,' 
by Pat Conwy. Copyright ©2002 
by Pat Conroy. Published by Nan 
A. Talese/Doubleday, a division 
of Random House. Reprinted 
with permission. 



After we talked basketball, 
we came to a subject I dreaded 
to bring up with Al, but which 
lay between us and would not 
lie still. 

"Al, you know I was a draft 
dodger and antiwar demonstrator." 

"That's what I heard, Conroy," 
Al said. "I have nothing against 
what you did, but I did what I 
thought was right." 

"Tell me about Vietnam, big Al. 
Tell me what happened to you," 
I said. 

On his seventh mission as a 
navigator in an A- 6 for Maj. 
Leonard Robertson, Al was 
getting ready to deliver their 
payload when the fighter-bomber 
was hit by enemy fire. Though Al 
has no memory of it, he punched 
out somewhere in the middle of 
the ill-fated dive and lost con- 
sciousness. He doesn't know if he 
was unconscious for six hours or 
six days, nor does he know what 
happened to Maj. Robertson 
(whose name is engraved on the 
Wall in Washington and on the 
MIA bracelet Al wears). 

When Al awoke, he couldn't 
move. A Viet Cong soldier held 
an AK-47 to his head. His back 



and his neck were broken, and he 
had shattered his left scapula in 
the fall. When he was well 
enough to get to his feet (he still 
can't recall how much time had 
passed), two armed Viet Cong led 
Al from the jungles of South 
Vietnam to a prison in Hanoi. 
The journey took three months. 

Al Kroboth walked barefooted 
through the most impassable 
terrain in Vietnam, and he did it 
sometimes in the dead of night. 
He bathed when it rained, and he 
slept in bomb craters with his two 
Viet Cong captors. As they moved 
farther north, infections began to 
erupt on his body, and his legs 
were covered with leeches picked 
up while crossing the rice paddies. 

At the very time of Al's walk, I 
had a small role in organizing the 
only antiwar demonstration ever 
held in Beaufort, S.C., the home of 
Parris Island and the Marine 
Corps Air Station. 

In a Marine Corps town at that 
time, it was difficult to come up 
with a quorum of people who 
had even minor disagreements 
about the Vietnam War. But my 
small group managed to attract a 
crowd of about 150 to Beaufort's 
waterfront. With my mother and 
my wife on either side of me, we 
listened to the featured speaker, 
Dr. Howard Levy, suggest to the 
very few young enlisted Marines 
present that if they get sent to 
Vietnam, here's how they can 
help end this war: roll a grenade 
under your officer's bunk when 
he's asleep in his tent. It's called 
fragging and is becoming more 
and more popular with the 
ground troops who know this 
war is bullshit. 

I was enraged by the sugges- 
tion. At that very moment my 
father, a Marine officer, was 
asleep in Vietnam. 

But in 1972, at the age of 27, I 
thought I was serving America's 
interests by pointing out what 
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massive flaws and miscalcula- 
tions and corruptions had led her 
to conduct a ground war in 
Southeast Asia. 

In the meantime, Al and his 
captors had finally arrived in 
the North, and the Viet Cong 
traded him to North Vietnamese 
soldiers for the final leg of the 
trip to Hanoi. 

Many times when they stopped 
to rest for the night, the local 
villagers tried to kill him. His 
captors wired his hands behind 
his back at night, so he trained 
himself to sleep in the center of 
huts when the villagers began 
sticking knives and bayonets into 
the thin walls. Following the U.S. 
air raids, old women would come 
into the huts to excrete on him 
and yank out hunks of his hair. 

After the nightmare journey 
of his walk north, Al was re- 
lieved when his guards finally 
delivered him to the POW camp 
in Hanoi and the cell door locked 
behind him. 

It was at the camp that Al 
began to die. He threw up every 
meal he ate and before long was 
misidentified as the oldest 
American soldier in the prison 
because his appearance was so 
gaunt and skeletal. But the 
extraordinary camaraderie 
among fellow prisoners that 
sprang up in all the POW camps 
caught fire in Al, and did so in 
time to save his life. 

When I was demonstrating in 
America against Nixon and the 
Christmas bombings in Hanoi, Al 
and his fellow prisoners were 
holding hands under the full fury 
of those bombings, singing "God 
Bless America." 

It was those bombs that con- 
vinced Hanoi they would do well 
to release the American POWs, 
including my college teammate. 

When he told me about the 
C-141 landing in Hanoi to pick up 
the prisoners, Al said he felt no 
emotion, none at all, until he saw 
the giant American flag painted 
on the plane's tail. I stopped 
writing as Al wept over the 
memory of that flag on that 
plane, on that morning, during 
that time in the life of America. 

It was that same long night, 



after listening to Al's story, that I 
began to make judgments about 
how I had conducted myself 
during the Vietnam War. In the 
darkness of the sleeping Kroboth 
household, lying in the third- 
floor guest bedroom, I began to 
assess my role as a citizen in the 
'60s, when my country called my 
name and I shot her the bird. 

Unlike the stupid boys who 
wrapped themselves in Viet Cong 
flags and burned the American 
one, I knew how to demonstrate 
against the war without flirting 
with treason or astonishingly bad 
taste. I had come directly from 
the warrior culture of this 
country, and I knew how to act. 

But in the 25 years that have 
passed since South Vietnam fell, I 
have immersed myself in the 
study of totalitarianism during the 
unspeakable century we just left 
behind. I have questioned survi- 
vors of Auschwitz and Bergen- 
Belsen, talked to Italians who told 
me tales of the Nazi occupation, 
French partisans who had counted 
German tanks in the forests of 
Normandy and officers who 
survived the Bataan Death March. 
I quiz journalists returning from 
wars in Bosnia, the Sudan, the 
Congo, Angola, Indonesia, Guate- 
mala, San Salvador, Chile, North- 
ern Ireland and Algeria. 

As I lay sleepless, I realized I'd 
done all this research to better 
understand my country. I now 
revere words like democracy, 
freedom, the right to vote, and 
the grandeur of the extraordinary 
vision of the founding fathers. 

Do I see America's flaws? Of 
course. But I now can honor her 
basic, incorruptible virtues, the 
ones that let me walk the streets 
screaming my ass off that my 
country had no idea what it was 
doing in South Vietnam. My 
country let me scream to my 
heart's content - the same 
country that produced both Al 
Kroboth and me. 

Now, at this moment in New 
Jersey, I come to a conclusion 
about my actions as a young man 
when Vietnam was a dirty word 
to me. I wish I'd led a platoon of 
Marines in Vietnam. I would like 
to think I would have trained my 



troops well and that the Viet Cong 
would have had their hands full if 
they entered a firefight with us. 

From the day of my birth, I was 
programmed to enter the Marine 
Corps. I was the son of a Marine 
fighter pilot, and I had grown up 
on Marine bases where I had 
watched the men of the Corps 
perform simulated war games in 
the forests of my childhood. That 
a novelist and poet bloomed 
darkly in the house of Santini 
strikes me as a remarkable irony. 
My mother and father had raised 
me to be an Al Kroboth, and 
during the Vietnam era they 
watched in horror as I metamor- 
phosed into another breed of 
fanatic entirely. 

I understand now that I should 
have protested the war after my 
return from Vietnam, after I had 
done my duty for my country. I 
have come to a conclusion about 
my country that I knew then in 
my bones but lacked the courage 
to act on: America is good enough 
to die for even when she is wrong. 

I looked for some conclusion, a 
summation of this trip to my 
teammate's house. I wanted to 
come to the single right thing, a 
true thing that I may not like but 
that I could live with. 

After hearing Al Kroboth's 
story of his walk across Vietnam 
and his brutal imprisonment in 
the North, I found myself passing 
harrowing, remorseless judgment 
on myself. I had not turned out to 
be the man I had once envisioned 
myself to be. I thought I would 
be the kind of man that America 
could point to and say, "There. 
That's the guy. That's the one 
who got it right. The whole 
package. The one I can depend 
on." It had never once occurred 
to me that I would find myself in 
the position I did on that night in 
Al Kroboth's house in Roselle, 
N.J.: an American coward 
spending the night with an 
American hero. || 

Author Pat Conwy's other works 
include "The Great Santini" "The 
Lords of Discipline" and "The 
Prince of Tides" 
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If you have contracted MESOTHELIOMA 
or LONG CANCER due to exposure to 




You may be eligible to be compensated for your 
injuries by bringing a lawsuit against the 
asbestos industry. 

At Weitz & Luxenberg we maintain an extensive 
practice in representing the interests of asbestos 
victims. In fact, we represent thousands of 
victims, from all across the United States, and 
were instrumental in upholding the constitution- 
ality of asbestos litigation through the landmark 
Brooklyn Navy Yard and Consolidated 
Powerhouse trials, resulting in combined 



group verdicts of $166 million. 

We maintain a staff of over 50 attorneys and 250 
support personnel all primed to work closely 
with you to achieve maximum results. This 
may explain why over 60% of all asbestos cases 
on the New York City trial docket for the year 
2003 were handled by Weitz & Luxenberg. 

For further information, and a free informa- 
tional booklet, call the law firm of Weitz & 
Luxenberg today. 



Weitz & Luxenberg, P.C . 

LAW OFFICES 

Setting the standard in product liability litigation 
180 Maiden Lane • New York, NY 10038 

The statute of limitations of your 
respective state will help determine 
your ability to file a claim. 



1(800)476-6070 

www.weitzlux.com 

Future verdicts or settlements cannot 

be predicted from prior results. e-mail: ClientRelations@weitzlux.com 
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The Sept. 11 generation 
knows why force is 
sometimes necessary. 



To Make Men Free 



BY ALAN W. DOWD 

Why do America's 

That's the question the U.S. 
Army War College's Strategic 
Studies Institute asked in the 
wake of Operation Iraqi Freedom, 
in a wide-ranging study that 
compared the combat motiva- 
tions of the current cohort of 
American troops to that of earlier 
cohorts. Although some of SSI's 
findings will come as a surprise, 
many reflect exactly what the 
American people would expect of 
their military. 

Science tells us that genetics is 
one reason men fight. Military 
historian John Keegan notes that 
some scientists cite "a psycho- 
logical basis for a theory of 
aggression." Freud, for example, 
concluded that "man has within 
himself a lust for hatred and 
destruction." British biologist 



armed forces fight? 

Richard Dawkins argues that the 
aggressive traits that ultimately 
lead to conflict, whether interper- 
sonal or international - as well 
as the traits that lead to conflict 
avoidance - are hard-wired into 
the gene itself. History books tell 
us that we fight because of pride 
and politics, resources and 
riches, king and country. 

Perhaps the highest motivation 
of all also is the least common: to 
fight for freedom, especially the 
freedom of others. Yet this 
concept of what might be called 
"altruistic war" is not at all 
foreign to Americans. After all, 
one of the most stirring stanzas 
from "Battle Hymn of the Repub- 
lic" - penned in 1862, during 
what some call a war of libera- 
tion - declares, "As He died to 



make men holy, let us die to 
make men free." 

Relying on interviews of Iraqi 
POWs, perspectives from embed- 
ded media, discussions with 
personnel from the 3rd Infantry 
Division, 101st Airborne Division 
and 1st Marine Division, and 
comparisons with similar data 
from earlier wars, SSI's aptly titled 
"Why They Fight" report found 
that the motivations of the men 
and women who liberated Iraq are 
very much in line with that Civil 
War anthem. Although plenty of 
national-security justifications 
existed for war in Iraq - from 
Saddam's links to terror, to Iraq's 
underground weapons program, 
to the need to enforce U.N. 
resolutions and thus stabilize the 
Middle East - the troops largely 
believe they are fighting and 
dying to make Iraq free. 
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'Hollywood's howls notwithstanding, 
we don't goosestep into battle or 
romanticize the horrors of war." 



According to SSI, that 
feeling reflects an evolu- 
tion in the motivations of 
U.S. combat forces - or 
perhaps better said, an 
evolution in how these 
motivations are expressed. 

The SSI researchers note that 
studies conducted after World 
War II found that most American 
GIs were motivated by a desire to 
finish the job and return home. 
This strand of thinking runs 
throughout the American experi- 
ence. Recall the words of Gen. 
Norman Schwarzkopf on the eve 
of the Gulf War, some 45 years 
after World War II: "I have seen 
in your eyes a fire of determina- 
tion to get this job done, and 
done quickly, so that we may 
return to the shores of our great 
nation." SSI found that veterans 
of the Iraq war offered similar 



responses about the desire to get 
the war over with and get home. 

This should come as no 
surprise. For most Americans, 
war is not glory and conquest is 
not a sign of strength. Ours is 
something less than a warrior 
culture - something altogether 
different from Rome or the 
militarist societies of the last 
century. Hollywood's howls 
notwithstanding, we don't 
goosestep into battle or romanti- 
cize the horrors of war. So it 
stands to reason that the people 
who fight America's wars yearn 
for home rather than empire. 



Post-World War II 
surveys also found that 
troops were motivated by 
the "strong group ties that 
developed during com- 
bat." Some call it unit 
cohesion, others the 
brotherhood of war; it was a 
potent motivator for American 
troops throughout the Cold War 
and remains so today. According 
to data cited by SSI, group ties 
and "buddy relations" were 
critical factors to combat motiva- 
tion in Korea and Vietnam. 
Likewise, among U.S. veterans of 
the war in Iraq, "the most 
frequent response given for 
combat motivation was 'fighting 
for my buddies.'" 

Ideological notions such as 
liberty and equality "were not 
major factors in combat motiva- 
tions for World War II soldiers." 
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Obviously, this isn't 
reflective of every GI; 
indeed, it may be quite 
contrary to our popular 
conception of the World 
War II combat veteran. 
However, it does resonate 
with what my grandfa- 
ther, a veteran of Nor- 
mandy and the Ardennes, 
once told me: he didn't 
go to war to liberate 
Europe. He went because 
"someone or something had to 
stop the Nazis and the Japanese 
once and for all." 

Likewise, the anecdotal 
evidence from the postwar period 
seems to indicate that the grand 
idea of fighting for freedom was 
seldom a motivator during the 
Cold War, as historian Derek 
Leebaert explains in "The Fifty- 
Year Wound." 

He writes, "Military draftees 
and recruits lost millions of man- 
years in places like Kiska, Alaska, 
belowdecks on some stinking 
supply ship in the Pacific, or 
stenciling jeeps at Fort Ord in 
California." As a consequence, he 
adds, "most of these men's first 
impression of public service was 
that it wasted their time. Later, 
when others were conscripted 
after them, they believed it 
wasted their money as well." 



The New Motivation. Given the 
historical record, it came as a 
surprise when U.S. troops said 
"liberating the people and 
bringing freedom to Iraq" 
motivated them to fight. 

However, as the SSI study 
points out, veterans of earlier 
conflicts were not necessarily 
apathetic to freedom. Rather, it 
is more likely a byproduct of the 
implicit and sometimes overt 
social constraints placed upon 
earlier generations. Sentimental- 

36 I April 2004 

The American Legion Magazine | 



"Veterans of the war on terror - 
what tomorrow's history books 
might call the 'Sept. 11 generation' 

are more willing to talk about 
freedom than earlier generations/ 



ity and flag-waving were 
frowned upon within the mili- 
tary in decades past. "While 
today's soldiers still feel awk- 
ward speaking of idealistic 
motivations, they may be 
relatively less inhibited about 
articulating idealist notions 
compared to soldiers of the 
past," the SSI report concludes. 
"New soldiers are socialized to 
be comfortable talking about 
value-laden ideas." 

In other words, veterans of the 
war on terror - what tomorrow's 
history books might call the 
"Sept. 11 generation" - are more 
willing to talk about freedom 
than were earlier generations. 
They are fully capable of explain- 
ing the sometimes-complex 
rationale that compels them to 
fight and die for something 
bigger than themselves. As their 
commander-in-chief explained, 
in words he borrowed from the 
prophet Isaiah, "Wherever you 
go, you carry a message of hope, 
a message that is ancient and 
ever new: 'to the captives, come 
out; and to those in darkness, be 
free.'" It may sound corny or 
quaint, but it isn't patriotic 
propaganda to conclude that 
many of the men and women 
who are waging the war on terror 
have openly embraced that as 
their mission. 

What has triggered this 
change? Other changes. 



First, our culture has 
changed. For good or ill, 
today's culture encour- 
ages people to be more 
open, more transparent, 
more emotive, truer to 
themselves. The stoicism 
of men like my grandfa- 
thers is no longer 
admired, let alone 
celebrated. Satellites 
and the Internet enable 
us not only to observe the war 
but to observe the warrior, in real 
time. The openness is unfiltered, 
the emotion unrehearsed. And 
SSI's findings are a reflection of 
what we have seen. "Neither 
bloodthirsty nor triumphalist," 
as military historian Victor Davis 
Hanson explained after the 
statues fell in Baghdad, "Ameri- 
can soldiers came across on our 
television screens as idealists 
eager to liberate the unfree and 
return home, content that they 
had defeated killers and saved 
innocents." 

The Iraqi people are glad they 
did. According to a Gallup poll, 
almost two-thirds of Iraqis say 
liberation from Saddam's rule is 
worth the temporary privations 
of the U.S. -led occupation. And 
more than two-thirds say they 
believe their lives will be even 
better five years from now. 

SSI researchers identified yet 
another important cultural 
change: Today's troops "come 
from a generation that trusts the 
military." In the aftermath of 
Vietnam, only 20 percent of 
Americans between 18 and 29 
expressed confidence in the U.S. 
military. Today, 70 percent of 
college students say they trust 
the military "either all or most of 
the time." The impact that public 
support - or its absence - has on 
troops in the field cannot be 
overstated. As Alexis de Toe- 
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queville observed long 
before America turned 
sour on Vietnam, "Among 
democratic nations, the 
private soldiers remain 
most like civilians; upon 
them, the habits of the 
nation have the firmest 
hold and public opinion 
has the most influence." 

The military has 
changed as well. Unlike 
their fathers who fought 
in Vietnam, unlike their 
grandfathers and great- 
grandfathers who fought 
in World War II or Korea, 
the veterans of operations 
Iraqi Freedom and 
Enduring Freedom are all 
volunteers. Every soldier, sailor, 
airman and Marine wants to 
serve. That makes all the differ- 
ence, especially in a conflict like 
this - a conflict that blends all 
the killing and suffering of 
traditional warfare with all the 
draining tension and uncertainty 
of a cold war. As Fred Peck, a 
military writer and retired 
Marine, wryly observes, "In 
today's (all-volunteer force) . . . 
it's a punishment to kick people 
out. In the draft era it was a 
punishment to keep them in." 

The all-volunteer force concept 
makes the U.S. military more 
lethal, more flexible, more 
motivated, and more intelligent 
than it has ever been - and more 
cosmopolitan, more thoughtful, 
more open to differences than 
most of the people it defends. As 
Hanson comments, "Students are 
more likely to be segregated by 
race in the lounges and cafeterias 
of 'progressive' universities than 
they are in the mess halls of 
aircraft carriers." 

However, there are limits to 
what the AVF can achieve. SSI's 
report warns that the AVF is not 



"Unlike their fathers who fought 
in Vietnam, unlike their grandfathers 
and great-grandfathers who fought 
in World War II or Korea, 
the veterans of operations 
Iraqi Freedom and Enduring 
Freedom are all volunteers. 
Every soldier, sailor, airman and 
Marine wants to serve" 



more patient than earlier fight- 
ing cohorts. In Iraq, as in 
postwar Japan and Germany, as 
in Korea and Vietnam, uncer- 
tainty is corrosive. If the mission 
is unclear, if the finish line keeps 
moving, even the most motivat- 
ed and professional troops will 
grow weary. 

Freedom and Fear. If an evolu- 
tion has occurred in the motiva- 
tions of American soldiers and 
Marines, SSI found similar shifts 
in the motivations of America's 
enemies. The Nazi and North 
Vietnamese armies, for example, 
were motivated by a sense of 
solidarity with their fellow 
comrades to defend their home- 
land. Iraqi troops, by contrast, 
were motivated by coercion and 
fear of retribution. "Even with 
coalition forces to their front," 
SSI's researchers concluded, 
"they were fearful of the dreaded 
Baath Party to their rear." Yet 
according to the SSI study, some 
Iraqi POWs reported that they 
were willing to kill their officers 
in order to surrender, rather than 
face the U.S. juggernaut. 



In addition, SSI 
found that Iraqi units 
often fragmented along 
tribal or regional lines, 
thus drastically dimin- 
ishing their combat 
effectiveness. 

This provides a fasci- 
nating contrast. On the 
one hand, we have a 
military that essentially 
refused to fight for its 
own homeland, let alone 
for the freedom of its 
people. On the other, we 
have a military that 
fought for the freedom of 
a foreign people. An 
authoritarian system that 
couldn't hold Iraq's 
relatively homogeneous army 
together stands in contrast to a 
military made up of Jews and 
Muslims, Hindus, Christians and 
atheists, blacks and whites, 
Latinos and Islanders, Asians and 
Arabs, rich and poor, immigrants 
and native-born - all held togeth- 
er by little more than an idea. 

Freedom and the God-given 
right to be free has proven more 
powerful than those centrifugal 
forces of faith, ethnicity and race 
that sometimes call into question 
the unity of the United States - 
and far more powerful than the 
fear that created an illusion of 
unity inside Iraq. 

In this way, the Americans 
who are fighting in Iraq, Afghan- 
istan and all the other pitched 
battles of the global war on terror 
have much in common with their 
forebears. They are fighting for 
our freedom and, whether or not 
they admit it when interviewed, 
for the freedom of others. O 



Alan W. Dowd is director of the 
Hudson Institute in Indianapolis. 
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The Civil War ended with veterans in blue 
showing the deepest respect to their foes, 
'Americans to Americans/' 



BY JAY WINIK 



Excerpted from the book 
"April 1865: The Month that 
Saved America" by Jay Winik, 
published in April 2001 by 
HarperCollins Publishers, $32.50. 
Copyright ® 2001 by Jay Winik. 
All rights reserved. 

Whatever fears Lee may 
have harbored that 
morning about Grant's 
terms, the Union 
general's first 
gesture was 
astonishingly 
conciliatory 
- and 
farsighted. 
Having 
defeated the 
gallant Army of 
Northern Vir- 
ginia, U.S. Grant 
was letting his 
vaunted foe, Robert 
E. Lee, choose the 
time and place of his 
surrender. However 
seemingly insignificant, 
it was a remarkable act that, like 
Grant himself, spoke simply yet 
clearly: the North may defeat the 
Confederate armies, it may strip 




\ 



away their guns and remove their 
cannons, but, if Grant was 
going to have anything to do 
with it, it would not also destroy 
their dignity. 

Lee's aide settled upon the 
home of Wilmer McLean. For a 
few moments, the only 
sound was the thump and 
swish of feet trotting up 
the worn wooden 
steps of his home. 
Lee's aide, 
Charles Mar- 
shall, went 
in, fol- 
lowed 
soon 

thereafter 
by one of 
Grant's 
aides, and 
then Lee him- 
self. Lee, resplendent 
in his magnificent crisp gray 
uniform and with his engraved 
sword at his side, sat down in the 
parlor at a small wooden table, 
inside enemy territory, and, in 
painful silence, waited. 
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"From West Point, through his 
thirty-six years of military service, Lee 
had become intimately acquainted with 
all the arts of war, save one: surrender" 



Half an hour later, at 
1:30 p.m., came a new 
sound: the trot of 
Union horses. 

With his queer, stum- 
bling stride, U.S. Grant 
entered. He was sword- 
less, dressed in a private's muddy 
shirt, his boots and trousers were 
splattered with mud, his cheeks 
were pink, his blue eyes clear, his 
hair dark. For the first time in 
nearly two decades, in this 
square, somewhat cramped 
room, the two generals would see 
each other in the flesh, face-to- 
face. On this day, there would be 
no rituals, no pageantry, no 
excessive ministrations. Rather, it 
would be their destiny to dictate 
the fate of their two armies - and 
set down the outlines for what 
would one day again become 
their common country. 

Lee rose to his feet. The two 
men shook hands, and then they 
took their respective seats, eight 
feet apart. About a dozen of 
Grant's staff officers positioned 
themselves quietly around the 
parlor, a room that now pulsed 
with hidden excitement, awaiting 
the dazzling piece of theater 
about to be played out, even as it 
was suffused with Lee's private 
anguish. For his part, Lee's face 
revealed nothing. "What General 
Lee's feelings were, I do not 
know," Grant would later write. 
"As he was a man of such 
dignity, with an impassible [sic] 
face ... his feelings ... were 
entirely concealed from my 
observation." Interestingly, it was 
Grant, however, not Lee, who 
exhibited nervous tension, even a 
sense of awe at the occasion, as 
he did his best to put Lee at ease 
with a friendly overture. "I met 
you once before, General Lee, 
while we were serving in Mexico, 
when you came over from 
General Scott's headquarters to 
visit Garland's brigade, to which I 
then belonged. I have always 
remembered your appearance, 
and I think I should have recog- 
nized you anywhere." 

"Yes," acknowledged Lee, "I 



know I met you on that occasion, 
and I have often thought of it, 
and tried to recollect how you 
looked, but I have never been 
able to recall a single feature." 

The conversation momentarily 
lagged, but then Grant continued 
nervously to chat ("Our conversa- 
tion grew so friendly," he re- 
called, "that I almost forgot the 
object of our meeting"), until Lee 
finally interrupted him. 

"I suppose, General Grant, that 
the object of our present meeting 
is fully understood," he said 
quietly. "I asked to see you to 
ascertain upon what terms you 
would receive the surrender of 
my army." 

Grant replied, "The terms I 
propose are those stated substan- 
tially in my letter of yesterday, 
that is, the officers and men 
surrendered are to be paroled 
and disqualified from taking up 
arms again until properly ex- 
changed, and all arms, ammuni- 
tion, and supplies to be delivered 
up as captured property." 

Lee nodded. Whatever he felt at 
that exact moment, Grant's words 
would have eased his worst fears 
of the morning. "Those are," Lee 
now said, "about the conditions I 
expected would be proposed." 

"Yes," Grant reassured him, "I 
think our correspondence 
indicated pretty clearly the action 
that would be taken at our 
meeting; and I hope it may lead 
to a general suspension of 
hostilities and be the means of 
preventing any further loss of 
life." Grant continued on his 
theme, happily talking of the 
future, of reunion and the 
prospects of peace. For his part, 
Lee said nothing, perhaps feeling 
uncertain, even slightly stunned. 
From West Point, through his 
thirty-six years of military 
service, Lee had become inti- 



mately acquainted with 
all the arts of war, save 
one: surrender. 

But after a bit, the 
Confederate general 
found his voice and inter- 
rupted again. "I presume, 
General Grant, we have 
both carefully considered 
the proper steps to be 
taken, and I would suggest that 
you commit to writing the terms 
you have proposed, so that they 
may be formally acted upon." 

"Very well," Grant said, "I will 
write them out." 

As the completed letters of 
surrender were being copied, 
Grant again rushed to fill the 
silence, this time explaining why 
he was not wearing his dress 
sword (in fact, years later, Grant 
would admit to being embar- 
rassed at wearing "no sword [and] 
dirty boots"). When the letters 
were ready, the acceptance, hand- 
signed by Lee, was given to 
Grant's secretary. Then Lee 
somberly shook hands with Grant, 
gave a courtly bow to the other 
officers in the room, and left. 

By now, a crowd of anxious 
sightseers was clustered around 
the front porch to catch a 
glimpse of the Confederate 
general. His face flushed a deep 
crimson, Lee emerged onto the 
porch, carrying his hat and 
gloves. Here he paused, put on 
his hat, and slowly drew on his 
gloves, absentmindedly gazing 
out into the field beyond. Once, 
then twice, then a third time, he 
unconsciously balled his left 
hand and pumped the fist into 
the palm of his right. Still 
seemingly oblivious to his 
surroundings, he automatically 
returned the salute given to him 
by the Union officers crowding 
around the porch, then descend- 
ed the stairs. Now, as if drawing 
himself back from a daze, he 
glanced deliberately in one direc- 
tion and then the next. Not 
seeing his horse, he called out in 
a half-choked and more than 
half-tired voice, "Orderly! 
Orderly!" The horse was brought 
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"Men were not hanged, they were 
saluted; they were not jailed, they were 
honored; they were not humiliated or 
beaten, they were embraced" 



around. The general 
smoothed Traveller's 
forelocks as the orderly 
fit the bridle, then with a 
slow, exhausted tug, 
pulled himself on the 
horse, letting out a long 
deep sigh, almost a 
groan. By then, Grant 
had walked out on the 
porch, too, and as Lee rode past 
him, their eyes met. Each 
silently lifted his hat to the other. 
On the porch and in the yard, 
countless other Federals also 
returned the gesture. 

If the spirit of Appomattox was 
codified on paper on the ninth, 
and reinforced between the two 
commanding generals on the 
tenth, it was enshrined in the 
memories of the fighting men on 
the twelfth. That day marked the 
formal surrender of Lee's army. 

Above all, this surrender defied 
millenniums of tradition in which 
rebellions typically ended in yet a 
greater shedding of blood. 

But on this April day in 1865, 
there was instead the formal 
stacking of arms and the last, 
somber folding of battle flags. 
Men were not hanged, they were 
saluted; they were not jailed, they 
were honored; they were not 
humiliated or beaten, they were 
embraced. Some of this was by 
design; much of it occurred totally 
spontaneously. All of it mattered. 

It was Grant who had insisted 
upon a formal surrender - one 
that the participants would never 
forget - although, in typical 
fashion, he ordered that it be kept 
simple. The two sides met along 
the stage road at the eastern edge 
of the village. Behind them 
stretched rolling farmland, 
groves of trees, and grass- 
covered hills. The Union officer 
in charge of the ceremony was 
Joshua L. Chamberlain, the 
fighting professor from Bowdoin 
College in Maine, who had won a 
Medal of Honor for his valor at 
Gettysburg's Little Round Top. 



Now a brigadier general, he had 
been wounded twice since then 
and was still in pain from a 
bullet that had almost killed him 
during this final campaign. 
Leading the 28,000 or so Confed- 
erates was Major General 
John B. Gordon, one of Lee's 
hardest fighters, who had been 
shot through the face and wound- 
ed four more times during his 
service to the Confederacy, and 
who now commanded Stonewall 
Jackson's old corps. This was the 
last Confederate advance of the 
Army of Northern Virginia, and 
it was carried out with stunning 
precision. Chamberlain would 
never forget it: "On they came, 
with the old swinging route step 
and swaying battle flags . . . 
crowded so thick, by thinning out 
of men, that the whole column 
seemed crowned with red ... In 
the van, the proud Confederate 
ensign . . . Before us in proud 
humiliation stood the embodi- 
ment of manhood; men whom 
neither toils and sufferings, nor 
the fact of death nor disaster nor 
hopelessness ... could bend from 
their resolve; standing before us 
now, thin, worn, and famished, 
but erect, and with eyes looking 
level into ours, waking memories 
that bound us together as no 
other bond . . ." 

Without having planned it - 
and without any official sanction 
- Chamberlain suddenly gave the 
order for Union soldiers to "carry 
arms" as a sign of their deepest 
mark of military respect. A bugle 
call instantly rang out. All along 
the road, Union soldiers raised 
their muskets to their shoulders, 
the salute of honor. "At the sound 
of the machine-like snap of 
arms," Chamberlain recalled, 
"General Gordon started ... then 
wheeled his horse, facing me, 
touching him gently with the 



spur so that the animal 
slightly reared, and, as 
he wheeled, horse and 
rider made one motion, 
the horse's head swung 
down with graceful bow, 
and General Gordon 
dropped his sword-point 
to his toe in salutation." 
And as he did, the 
veterans in blue gave a soldierly 
salute to those "vanquished 
heroes" - a "token of respect 
from Americans to Americans." 

Gordon ordered his men to 
answer in kind, "honor answer- 
ing honor." And then, Chamber- 
lain wrote, "On our part not a 
sound of trumpet more, nor roll 
of drum; not a cheer, nor word, 
nor whisper or vain-glorying, nor 
motion of man ... but an awed 
stillness rather, and breath- 
holding, as if it were the passing 
of the dead." 

The formal surrender contin- 
ued for seven full hours, encom- 
passing not just some 28,000 
men, but over 100,000 pounds of 
arms, munitions, and colors that 
had been carried across some of 
the bloodiest battle lines. Cham- 
berlain described it thus: "As 
each successive division masks 
our own, it halts, the face inward 
toward us across the road, twelve 
feet way; then carefully 'dress' 
their line ... They fix bayonets, 
stack arms; then hesitatingly, 
remove cartridge-boxes and lay 
them down. Lastly - reluctantly, 
with agony of expression - they 
tenderly fold their flags, battle 
worn and torn, bloodstained, 
heart-holding colors, and lay 
them down ..." 

And finally, he added, from his 
own heart, "How could we help 
falling on our knees, all of us 
together, and praying to God to 
pity and forgive us all!" || 

Jay Winik is author of the book 
"On the Brink" about the end of 
the Cold War. He is a regular 
contributor to The Wall Street 
Journal, a senior scholar at the 
University of Maryland and has 
appeared on CBS, C-SPAN 
and Fox. 

Article design: Doug Rollison 
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Bigbrother.com 

After a year of diplomatic 
wrangling over Iraq, the United 
States and the European Union 
finally agree on something: the 
future of the Internet. 

During the U.N. World Summit 
on the Information Society, the 
United States, EU, Japan and 
Canada blocked a proposal by less-developed 
nations that would turn control of the Internet over 
to the United Nations. Ambassador David Gross, 
who led the U.S. delegation, praised the coopera- 
tive effort to protect the Internet from encroach- 
ment by the United Nations or other government 
organizations. "The Internet is the responsibility 
not only of governments," he explained in a 
Washington Times report, "but primarily of the 
private sector, civil society and others, both in the 




developed and the developing 
countries/' 

The less-developed bloc wanted 
to create a forum or governing 
body inside the United Nations 
where it could submit com- 
plaints, set standards, play a 
more direct role in divvying out 
domain names and monitoring 
servers, and perhaps levy and collect taxes. Cur- 
rently, this governing role over cyberspace is played 
by an odd mix of Internet service providers, 
individual users, businesses, nonprofits and quasi- 
government organizations such as the U.S.-based 
Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and 
Numbers. These entities, like the Internet itself, are 
beyond the United Nations' reach. Let's hope it 
stays that way. 

- A.W.D. 



Flag wavers 

The U.S. Army's top man in 
Europe is ordering troops under his 
command to wear the American 
flag on their uniforms at all times. 
"In recognition of the Army's 
commitment to the global war on 
terrorism," Gen. B.B. Bell an- 
nounced to Army commanders in 
Europe, "it is now appropriate for 
all soldiers to proudly wear the flag 
on their field/combat uniform, 
whether they are committed to an 
operation or in garrison." 

According to a Stars and Stripes 
report, Bell's directive represents 
a policy shift, since soldiers 
typically wear the flag only when 
away from their home stations. 
For example, under the old policy, 
U.S. soldiers based in Germany 
would wear the flag when de- 
ployed to Kosovo or Kuwait, but 
not when they are back in Ger- 
many. Since the Army is re- 
examining these policies, troops 
under other regional commands 
will probably be wearing the flag 
more often as well. "These 
requirements were established at 
a time when our Army was not 
committed to war and expedition- 
ary operations/deployments to the 
extent we are now," Bell said. 

Predictably, the troops are 
pleased with the change. Some 
are motivated by patriotism, 
others by simple economics: Bell's 
order means that troops under his 




DOD 

command will not have to pur- 
chase as many sets of uniforms to 
comply with the Army's old 
geography-based regulations. 

The big switch 

Bell's troops are busy this 
spring as the Pentagon rotates 
hundreds of thousands of person- 
nel in and out of Iraq. With units 
based out of Germany leading the 
way, the U.S. Armed Forces are in 
the midst of the largest movement 
of troops and equipment since the 
end of World War II. It's called 
"Operation Iraqi Freedom II." 

The fresh troops are coming from 
bases in Europe and the United 
States, as detailed in a recent Stars 
and Stripes analysis. The 1st 
Cavalry, joined by National Guard 
units, replaces the 1st Armored in 
the Baghdad area. The 1st Infan- 
try Division and units of the 2nd 
Infantry Division head to a sector 
in north-central Iraq to relieve the 
101st Airborne and 4th Infantry. 
And the 1st Marines and units of 



the Army's 25th Infantry take over 
a territory west of Baghdad most 
recently administered by the 82nd 
Airborne. 

When the dust settles, eight of 
the Army's 10 active divisions 
will have been redeployed. While 
most are headed into or out of 
Iraq, the bulk of the 25th Infantry 
Division and key Marine units are 
relieving the 10th Mountain 
Division in Afghanistan. 

For its part, the Army concedes 
that the rotation is needed. As The 
Washington Post reports, an 
internal Army assessment indi- 
cates that those four divisions 
returning from Iraq will be given 
the Army's lowest readiness 
ratings: C-3 or C-4. The divisions 
will bring back 650 helicopters, 
5,700 tanks and armored vehicles, 
and 46,000 transport vehicles - all 
of which need overhauled. It will 
take between 120 days and 180 
days for the divisions to be 
replenished and re-equipped. 

Lt. Col. Kevin Gainor said, 
"We're trying to ensure the 
experience and knowledge from 
those units who have been here in 
Iraq is passed on to units that are 
arriving." Once completed, the 
operation will move something on 
the order of 120,000 troops out of 
Iraq and replace them with 
105,000 new troops. The rotation 
should be complete in June. 

- Alan W. Dowd 
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COLLECTOR S REPORT 



Accidental Discovery of Mysterious "Gold Rush" 
Coin Stuns Experts 

World's Rarest U.S. $20 Gold Proof Found: The San Francisco Mint 1 854 Double Eagle Proof! 



WASHINGTON, D.C — A one-of-a-kind 
U.S. Treasury gold proof coin has 
been accidentally discovered within 
the vaults of the Smithsonian Institution. This 
1854-S gold Double Eagle $20 coin was struck 
by the San Francisco Mint in its first year of 
operation. The San Francisco Mint was born 
out of the need for a Western Frontier Mint 
when, in January of 1848, gold flakes were 
discovered at Sutter's Mill triggering one of 
the most important chapters in U.S. 
History — The California Gold Rush! To the 
surprise of historians, this single "S" mint 
Proof coin was individually struck from 
specially polished minting dies. How this 
unique Proof Double Eagle made its way 
across the continent and then into the 
hands of the Smithsonian Institution is an 
unsolved mystery to this day. 

Today the First Federal Mint announces the 
public release of the first ever gold Proof 
commemorative honoring this rarest U.S. 
Government $20 gold piece. This lOmil gold 
Proof has a frosted image against a deep mir- 
ror field, creating a breathtaking work of art in 
gold. This 150th anniversary Mint release hon- 
ors the legacy of a true historic masterpiece. 

The magnificent lOmil gold proof measures 
a full 39mm diameter to truly showcase 
the beauty and intricacy of this legendary 
coin design. The lOmil gold proof is available 
only through this limited edition, private 
release from the First Federal Mint at the 
advance issue price of $19-95 each. 



Fabulous Rarity Valued at $12 Million 

Only one original proof coin is 
known to have been struck. Even 
the foremost rare coin experts 
were unaware of its existence 
until it was accidentally found 





deep in the vaults of the museum. 
America's foremost authority on U.S. gold 
coins, David Akers, has written, "the 1854-S 
Double Eagle is easily the most significant and 
desirable branch mint proof coin in exis- 
tence". With the recent auction sale of one of 
the three 1933 St. Gaudens Double Eagles for 
$7.9 million, senior numismatist Nicholas 
Bruyer estimates the unique 1854-S Proof 
Double Eagle would bring at least $12 million 
if it ever becomes available at auction. 

The "Gold Rush" Coin. 

2004 marks the 150th anniversary of this 
historic mint striking. The First Federal Mint is 
releasing this collectors quality 
lOmil gold Gem Proof to honor the 
legend, lore and legacy of the 
1854-S Double Eagle! 

Special Discount for 
Advance Orders. 
The issue price for the special 
150th anniversary 1854-S Gold 
Proof has been set at $50.00. 
However during the advance 
release period only, you may 
reserve your own lOmil 24k gold 
Gem Proof for only $19.95. 

Your 1854-S Double Eagle 150th 
Anniversary Gold Proof will be 
protected in a clear acrylic holder 
and mounted in a deluxe presenta- 
tion case. A signed and numbered 
Certificate of Authenticity will attest 
to the specifications and Limited 
Edition status of this exclusive 
private mintage. 

Your order must be placed 
during this advance issue period 



to qualify for the $19-95 price. Multiple orders 
of five or more will be priced at $17.95 per 
Gold Proof. You must be 100% satisfied with 
your order, or simply return it within 30 days 
by insured mail for a prompt refund of the 
purchase price. 

Price Guarantee! 
All prices are guaranteed during the 
advance order period, regardless of any 
increases in the price of gold. Order your 
150th Anniversary Gold Proof Double Eagle 
today to ensure these prices before the 
advance order period is closed! 

The 1854-S Double Eagle Proof is not 
available in stores. 

Call now to take advantage of our special 
direct offer. 

1 854 Proof Double Eagle $19.95 +S&H. 
Promotional Code DEC170-03 

Please mention this Promo Code when you call. 
Toll-Free 24 hours a day 

1-800-386-7157 
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'To care for him who shall 
have borne the battle 

Veterans fight for mandatory VA health-care funding. 




National Adjutant Robert W. Spanogle joined with the leaders of eight other veterans ser- 
vice organizations in Washington on Feb. 18 in a unified fight to transform VA health-care 
funding from discretionary to mandatory, sandy schaeffer 



The nation's largest veterans 
groups have joined forces in a 
fight to convince government to 
provide mandatory funding for 
veterans health care through the 
Department of Veterans Affairs. 

The groups, representing 26 mil- 
lion veterans, recently unveiled 
their "Partnership for Veterans 
Health- Care Budget Reform" at a 
news conference at the National 
Press Club in Washington. 

"Veterans health care is a 
delayed cost of war, but discre- 
tionary funding to VA has consis- 
tently fallen short," said American 
Legion National Adjutant Robert 
W. Spanogle, representing Ameri- 
can Legion National Commander 
John Brieden. "It's time to fund 
health care for veterans in the 
same manner as Medicare and 
Social Security. It's time for 
mandatory funding." 

Mandatory funding would 
prevent shortfalls that often result 
in rationed care, Spanogle said. 
VA's current health-care budget is 
discretionary, subject to the 
political whims of Congress and 
the executive branch, he added. 

Other organizations joining the 



Legion include the Vietnam 
Veterans of America, Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, Disabled American 
Veterans, AMVETS, Blinded Veter- 
ans Association, Jewish War 
Veterans of the USA, Military 
Order of the Purple Heart and 
Paralyzed Veterans of America. 

VA's enrolled patient population 
surged from 2.9 million in 1996 to 
6.8 million in 2003, a 134-percent 
increase. However, appropriated 
funding for VA medical care only 
increased 44 percent, from 
$16.6 billion to $23.9 billion. VA 
has received an average 5-percent 
increase in appropriations over 
the past eight years. VA's under- 
secretary for health has testified 
that VA requires, at a minimum, 
approximately a 14-percent 
increase annually just to maintain 
current services. President Bush's 
proposed $67.7 billion VA budget 
for 2005 includes $29.5 billion for 
health care, an increase of 
4.1 percent. 

Discretionary funding has 
become an untenable situation, 
according to the President's Task 
Force to Improve Health Care 
Delivery for Our Nation's Veterans. 



PTF has identified a significant 
mismatch between demand for VA 
services and available funding. In 
January 2003, VA Secretary 
Anthony J. Principi suspended 
new enrollments of Priority Group 
8 veterans based on insufficient 
funds. Based on its findings, PTF 
recognized that even if VA were 
operating at maximum efficiency, 
it would be unable to meet its 
obligations to enrolled veterans 
with its current level of funding. 

Under the current discretionary 
funding method: 

■ VA health-care funding has 
failed to keep pace with medical 
inflation and the needs of the 
veteran population. 

■ VA has been forced to ration 
care by denying services to 
eligible veterans and curtailing 
medical treatment. 

■ VA has had to forgo the modern- 
ization of many of its facilities and 
the purchase of necessary state-of- 
the-art medical equipment. 

■ Veterans are unfairly subjected 
to the annual funding competition 
for limited discretionary resources. 

VA health-care funding is 
insufficient to carry out its 
mission, the veterans partnership 
says. Congress must enact manda- 
tory funding to ensure VA can 
deliver a comprehensive health- 
care package in a timely and cost- 
efficient manner to all eligible 
veterans who choose VA as their 
health-care provider. 

Two bills, S. 50 and H.R. 2318, 
would set mandatory funding for 
VA health care. The Senate bill 
has 27 co-sponsors. The House 
bill has 147 co-sponsors. 

To urge your congressional 
representatives to vote in favor of 
mandatory funding, send a mes- 
sage online through The American 
Legion Legislative Action Center at 
www.capwiz.com/legion/home or 
call the Capitol switchboard at 
(202) 224-3121. 
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The burden of PTSD 

Research leads to new treatment strategies. 



BY DR. MINDY L. AISEN 

Post-traumatic stress disorder 
has been observed in U.S. veter- 
ans of all war eras. However, 
careful documentation of PTSD 
and research into its causes and 
treatment did not begin until after 
the Vietnam War. Researchers 
have made notable progress since 
then in understanding the condi- 
tion. As a result, many combat 
veterans and others with PTSD 
are benefiting from new methods 
of treatment. 

PTSD can occur following 
exposure to combat, natural 
disasters, serious accidents, 
personal assaults or other trau- 
mas. Patients often relive their 
traumas through flashbacks and 
nightmares. They may sleep 
poorly and feel detached from 
others. Anxiety and depression 
are common. 

Aside from these psychological 
symptoms, the disorder is marked 
by identifiable changes in brain 
chemistry. VA researchers were 
the first to document these 
changes and to show how remind- 
ers of trauma trigger the brain's 
stress circuits. 

Physical problems such as 
headaches, gastrointestinal 
disorders, dizziness and chest 
pain are common in PTSD 
patients. Health experts have 
come to recognize that strong 
links between our psychological 
and physical health. Such is 
clearly the case with PTSD. 

By the Numbers. The National 
Vietnam Veterans Readjustment 
Survey, conducted in the late 
1980s, found that about 15 percent 
of male and 8 percent of female 
Vietnam War veterans were 
diagnosed with PTSD at the time 
of the study. Lifetime prevalence of 
PTSD among these veterans was 
about 31 percent for men and 
27 percent for women. 

Another major survey by 
sociologists in the early 1990s, 
estimated that nearly 8 percent of 
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all Americans - 5 percent of men 
and more than 10 percent of 
women - experience PTSD 
symptoms at some point. 

New attention has been focused 
on PTSD since the Sept. 11, 2001, 
terrorist attacks. Public-health 
officials in the United States and 
other nations are concerned about 
the impact of terrorism on emer- 
gency-response workers and the 
public in general. A study by the 
New York State Psychiatric 
Institute found a heightened risk 
of PTSD among people who 
simply watched television cover- 
age of the attacks. 

Interestingly, VA and Yale 
University researchers who studied 
the medical records of veterans 
with PTSD were surprised to see, 
on average, an improvement in 
symptoms in the six months 
following the Sept. 11 attacks. The 
researchers wrote in a journal 
article: "It is possible that these 
veterans benefited from the shared 
feelings of national unity, pride 
and patriotism in the months after 
Sept. 11 as well as from the 
normalization of PTSD-like 
reactions by the news media and a 
sense of mastery at having past 
experience in coping with trauma." 

Treatment Strategies. Psychother- 
apy has shown some promise as a 
PTSD treatment. A recent study of 
male Vietnam War veterans 
compared trauma-focused group 
therapy, in which patients try to 
work through their troubling 



experiences by reliving them 
under controlled conditions, with 
present-centered treatment, which 
teaches patients techniques for 
coping with problems but does 
not focus on their trauma. The 
trial found benefits for both 
methods, especially trauma- 
focused therapy, though only 
about 40 percent of participants 
showed clinically significant 
improvements. 

A study at 10 VA medical 
centers and one Army hospital is 
now comparing the same treat- 
ments in women. The research is 
particularly timely because of the 
numbers of women serving in 
Iraq. The study is coordinated by 
VA's Vermont-based National 
Center for PTSD, one of the 
world's leaders in PTSD research 
and treatment. 

Antidepressants and anti- 
anxiety drugs have proven useful 
for treating specific PTSD symp- 
toms. Studies by Dr. Murray 
Raskind of the VA Puget Sound 
Health-Care System have shown 
that prazosin - a drug originally 
approved for hypertension - may 
reduce nightmares among PTSD 
patients. And a team that includ- 
ed VA researchers in Manchester, 
N.H., found that the beta-blocker 
propranolol may help prevent 
PTSD after a trauma. 

Much remains unknown much 
to learn about this puzzling 
disorder. VA scientists and 
clinicians are forging ahead to 
better understand and treat PTSD, 
for the benefit of our courageous 
veterans and all Americans with 
the disorder. 

Mindy L. Aisen, M.D., is deputy 
chief research and development 
officer for the Veterans Health 
Administration. 

Living Well is designed to provide 
general information. It is not 
intended to be, nor is it, medical 
advice. Readers should consult 
their personal physicians when 
they have health problems. 
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continue reading and doing 
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mother just loves it. Thank you 
for such a life saver for people 
who have low vision!" 
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Spanaway, WA 
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A wall of flame charges toward Alpine, Calif., homes during last fall's 
devastating wildfires in Southern California, we Alpine sun 



California post aids wildfire victims 



When the deadly wildfires 
ravaged southern California last 
fall, American Legion Post 258 
in Alpine, Calif., opened its doors 
to victims fleeing their homes 
and businesses. Post members wel- 
comed stranded citizens with food, 
shelter, clothing and compassion. 

In a letter to National Headquar- 
ters, retired U.S. Marine Corps 
Gunnery Sgt. Harry S. Skaggs 
provided his account of the late- 
October fires, commending Post 
258 for its devotion to mutual 
helpfulness in the community. 

"As my wife and I watched the 
fire approach from the north, 
there seemed to be no threat," 
Skaggs wrote. "Suddenly, the 
dreaded evacuation order came - 
first by air, then more sternly 
from the ground units. We made 
our way to American Legion Post 
258. A short time after we arrived, 
the number of people being 
evacuated became apparent. As 
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the roads were being closed, the 
only way out of town going east 
was on Alpine Boulevard, where 
Post 258 is located. This road 
became so jammed with campers, 
cars, trucks and motor homes that 
people began to park anywhere 
they could, including the post 
parking lot. People were attempt- 
ing to make some sense of what 
was happening to them in the 
midst of fear, panic and confu- 
sion. The post opened its doors to 
one and all. They provided a place 
to rest, water to drink, phones, 
restrooms, snacks and, above all 
else, understanding. 

"As the day passed, the post lost 
electrical power, which also 
means the water, as it operates on 
a well. For those who were 
volunteering their time and 
services, these setbacks did not 
even cause an eye to blink. Out 
came the candles and the bottled 
water. On came the propane 



barbecues, grills and heaters. As 
the day became night and night 
became day, on and on they 
worked - through Oct 30. 

"These people gave and gave 
and never even thought of closing 
the post. The post operated on its 
self-appointed mission, giving aid 
to all, asking for nothing in 
return. Long after the fire had 
been extinguished, the post still 
provided food, clothing, monies, 
support and comfort. Still, the 
post and its members asked for 
nothing in return." 

Skaggs praised post members 
for their "totally unselfish devo- 
tion to duty, the principles and 
by-laws of The American Legion 
and the nation, and for their 
compassion for mankind." 

For its efforts, Post 258 was 
recognized by National Command- 
er John Brieden and National 
Adjutant Robert Spanogle, receiv- 
ing a plaque for humanitarianism. 
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Cross-country trek supports CWF, memorial 



On Jan. 28, American 
Legion Auxiliary member 
Dee Caughlin returned to 
Stanwood, Wash., American 
Legion Post 92 after com- 
pleting a 5,003-mile trek 
across America's back roads. 
Friends welcomed Caughlin 
home with a potluck dinner. 

When the post agreed to 
sponsor her walk, she 
launched the Stride of Pride 
Foundation. Her goal was to 
raise funds and awareness for 
The American Legion's Child 
Welfare Foundation and the 
National World War II 
Memorial in Washington, to 
be dedicated May 29. 

"I had a golden opportunity to do 
what I always wanted to do: walk 
across the country and do it for a 
cause," Caughlin said in a phone 
interview from Key Largo, Fla., her 
destination. She walked in memory 
of a departed friend who died from 
childhood diabetes, and for her late 
father, John Frink, a World War II 
veteran who died in 1974. 

The 45-year-old bar manager for 
Post 92 hit the road on Jan. I, 2003, 




Dee Caughlin completed her cross-country walk in Key 
Largo, Fla., and was presented a certificate by, from left, 
Department of Florida Historian John Travis, Monroe County 
Mayor Murray Nelson, Department of Florida Alternate 
National Executive Committeeman Dennis R. Boland, and 
Department of Florida Children & Youth Commission 

Chairman John Rose. Courtesy Terry Angel 



accompanied by friends Susan and 
Pat Patterson of Onalaska, Wash. 
The Pattersons followed Caughlin 
in a truck with a 23 -foot trailer. 
Sue often joined Caughlin, walking 
about five miles a day. 

Caughlin walked 10 to 20 miles 
a day from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m., 
steering clear of interstate high- 
ways. Her trek across America's 
back roads took her across 18 
states. "I've seen so much beautiful 
country," Caughlin said. High- 



lights included welcoming 
home an Air Force squadron 
in Kentucky and attending a 
Vietnam War veterans 
reunion in Kokomo, Ind. 

The trio often parked 
their truck for two to three 
days at American Legion 
posts along the way. With 
each stop, Caughlin raised 
additional funds for the war 
memorial and CWF. 

"After 9/11, everybody 
was flying the flag," Caugh- 
lin said. "They were sup- 
porting the troops. I wanted 
to do this for our vets. 
People serving our country 
are fighting for our freedom." 

By February, Stride of Pride 
had raised $9,738.96 for the Child 
Welfare Foundation. Caughlin's 
Web site, Strideofpride.org, lists 
contributions by state. 

Caughlin went through 10 pairs 
of tennis shoes and lost a few 
pounds, but she didn't suffered a 
single blister. Even though she 
was glad to get home, she said 
she'd make the trek again "in 
a heartbeat." 



Birth-defect benefits for children of Vietnam War vets 



The Department of Veterans 
Affairs provides monetary 
allowances, disability-specific 
health-care benefits and voca- 
tional training, if feasible, to the 
biological children of Vietnam 
War veterans born with certain 
birth defects. Children must have 
been conceived after the date on 
which the veteran first entered 
the Republic of Vietnam. 

One such benefit is for children 
born with spina bifida. This 
benefit is applicable to the 
biological child of any Vietnam 
War veteran diagnosed with any 
manifestation of spina bifida, 
except spina bifida occulta. A 
veteran parent of a child diag- 
nosed with spina bifida must 
have served in country in Viet- 
nam, sometime between Jan. 9, 
1962, and May 7, 1975. Benefits 
are paid at three levels, based 
on severity. 



VA also provides benefits to the 
biological children of female 
Vietnam War veterans diagnosed 
with certain other birth defects, 
as identified by VA and associ- 
ated with the mother's service in 
Vietnam during the period of 
Feb. 28, 1961, to May 7, 1975. 
Covered birth defects do not 
include conditions due to familial 



For more info 

Contact The American Legion Veterans 
Affairs & Rehabilitation Division: 

Call: (202) 861-2700 

E-mail: var@legion.org 

Online: www.legion.org 

(Click on "Veterans," then "Vietnam 

Veterans Information.") 

For help with claims or to locate 
nearest service officer: 

Call: (800) 433-3318 



disorders, birth-related injuries, 
or fetal or neonatal infirmities 
with well-established causes. 
Benefits are paid at four levels, 
depending on the child's degree 
of permanent disability. 

Covered birth defects include 
but are not limited to: achondro- 
plasia; cleft lip and cleft palate; 
congenital heart disease; con- 
genital talipes equinovarus, or 
clubfoot; esophageal and intesti- 
nal atresia; Hallerman-Streiff 
syndrome; hip dysplasia; 
Hirschprung's disease, or con- 
genital megacolon; hydrocepha- 
lus due to aqueductal tenosis; 
hypospadias; imperforate anus; 
neural tube defects, including 
spina bifida, encephalocele, and 
anencephaly; Poland syndrome; 
pyloric stenosis; syndactyly, or 
fused digits; tracheoesophageal 
fistula; undescended testicle; and 
Williams syndrome. 
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Pharmacists brace for rush to get 'Human Joint Oil' 

New FLUIDjoint has significantly greater effect over Glucosamine for improving overall joint function" 



By Laura Fisher 
Universal Media Syndicate* 

Pharmacists around the country are 
bracing for the rush of people expecting 
to get one of the newest breakthroughs 
in medical science called FLUIDjoint. 

What calcium is to 
your bones FLUIDjoint 
is to your joints. 

It's being compared 
to "human joint oil" for 
adults because of it's 
ability to deliver power- 
ful micronutrients to the 
human joints. 

Scientists have iden- 
tified and condensed the 
micronutrients that your 
body can use and put to 
work within days. 

It's called FLUID- 
joint. But the trade name 
for it is MicroNutrient-2- 
Immunoglobulin-IgG-Antibodies. This 
brand-new supplement is a huge break- 
through for those concerned about joint 
function, because the clinical results 
show that the remarkable health benefits 
are significant. 

"FLUIDjoint combines micronu- 
trients that work with our own bodies im- 
mune systems to slow the cycle of carti- 
lage destruction, leading to joint dys- 
function," explains John L. Zenk, M.D. 

"The major problem is that our 
immune function declines as we age. 
FLUIDjoint provides the valuable 
micronutrient support needed to help pro- 
tect our joints," Dr. Zenk said. 

For most, FLUIDjoint provides rapid 
results. A noticeable improvement in 
joint performance can be seen in less 
than 14 days of taking the daily dosage. 

In a normal, healthy joint, the carti- 
lage of one bone glides freely over the 
cartilage of the opposite bone aided by 
lubrication of fluid, which is compared 
to the joints "oil". 

Each place in your body where bone 
meets bone is a potential spot for the 
grinding agony of joint pain, arthritis, 
stiff fingers or sore knees. 

Until now, many people have flocked 
to remedies that contain Glucosamine, 
Chondroitin, MSM or Collagen. 

Yet, Glucosamine and Chondroitin 
have a common drawback, they do 
not work for everyone. 



"FLUIDjoinfs effect was 
far superior than Glucosamine 
in every clinically measured 
joint parameter A remarkable 
90% of the people who use 
FLUIDjoint can expect to 
experience an improvement in 
joint function. FLUIDjoint is 
safe and effective for continu- 
ous, long term use, according 
to study results. " 

John L. Zenk, MD 
Principal Investigator 
Certified American Board of 
Internal Medicine 



some as mother's milk so you can get 
the benefits you want without worry," 
Dr. Zenk said. 

Dr. Lee Randolph Beck, a biologist 
and former professor at the University of 
Alabama Medical School explains, 
"FLUIDjoint has extensive scientific sup- 
port, and FLUIDjoint's 
micronutrients have been 
tested in well- controlled 
clinical studies." 

"The results of one 
study revealed that 
FLUIDjoint was signif- 
icantly effective in im- 
proving all measured 
parameters (joint pain, 
joint stiffness, activities 
of daily living and total 
WOMAC scores which 
measures overall joint 
function) beginning at 
the second week and 
continuing to the com- 
pletion of the trial. Glucosamine, when 
compared to baseline, was effective in 
improving joint stiffness and total 
scores. No serious adverse reactions 
were noted in any of the groups," Dr. 
Beck said. 

Figure 1 depicts the effect measure- 
ments for FLUIDjoint and glucosamine 
sulfate in one of the studies. Researchers 
were impressed that FLUIDjoint signifi- 
cantly beat glucosamine in the head to 
head study. 

The active ingredient in FLUIDjoint 
was awarded a United States Patent 
5,650,175, for the anti-inflammatory fac- 
tor method of isolation and use. 

"This all results in the most advanced 
joint health supplement on the market 
today," Dr. Beck said. 

Beginning today the company is 
making FLUIDjoint immediately avail- 
able to the general public. 

"Until shipments have reached all 
30,000 of our drugstores, we've 
opened a National Direct Order Line 
1-800-239-6133 ask for Dept. FJ2844 
So anyone who doesn't want to wait can 
call immediately and have FLUIDjoint 
sent to their home," said John Lin- 
desmith, PatentHEALTH spokesman. 

"It has been announced that Longs, 
Rite Aid, Brooks, Eckerd, CVS, 
Medic and Walgreens stores are the 
first in the area to receive FLUIDjoint 
and now have it available," Lindesmith 



FLUIDjoint Outperformed 

Glucosamine in Every 
Clinically Measured Joint 
Parameter of the Study 



FLUIDjoint Oral Dosage 

Just 2 Chewables Per Dose 

FLUIDjoint vanilla milkshake chewable 
tablets deliver faster and increased 
absorption to your joints than pills. 

The Clinical Results 



Glucosamine 




For Complete References see Current Therapeutic Research . 
Vol. 63, No. 7, July 2002. Dr. Lee Randolph Beck a biologist 
and former professor of the University of Alabama Medical 
School is currently the Chief Scientific Officer for the produc- 
er of the milk biologies ingredients. John L. Zenk, M.D. the 
former Chief of Medicine at St. Francis Hospital, Minnesota, 
is currently retained as the Chief Medical/Scientific 
Officer of the licensee of the milk biologies ingredients. 



THESE STATEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY THE 
FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION. THIS PRODUCT IS NOT 
INTENDED TO DIAGNOSE, TREAT, CURE OR PREVENT DISEASE. 

Figure 1 Source: PatentHEALTH, LLC ©2004 - Effect is calculated using Hedges and Cohen formula. 



HOW TO CONTACT FLUIDJOINT'S 
NATIONAL DIRECT ORDER LINE 

1. Rite Aid, Longs, Brooks, Eckerd, 
CVS, Medic and Walgreens stores 
are offering a special introduction of 
FLUIDjoint while supplies last. 

2. Until shipments of FLUIDjoint have 
reached all U.S. drugstores you can get 
FLUIDjoint now directly from the 
National Processing Center by following 
the instructions below. FLUIDjoint 
carries an unconditional money-back 
guarantee. Each shipment of 
FLUIDjoint contains 60 chewable tablets. 
A For fastest service to get FLUIDjoint 

order by phone. Those with a credit 
card (Visa, MasterCard, Discover 
/NOVUS, or American Express/ 
Optima) cancall 1-800-239-6133 
ask for Dept. FJ2844 to order. You 
can call 24 hours a day. 

B. To order by mail, enclose $29 plus 
$5.87 for shipping and handling, in 
check or money order made payable 
to FLUIDjoint. Send with this 
FLUIDjoint order form to: 
PatentHEALTH, LLC 
FLUIDjoint National Processing Center 
Dept. FJ2844 Postal Drawer 3678, 
Akron, OH 44309-3678 

C. Print your name and address here: 



"FLUIDjoint is as safe and whole- said. 
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Air Force captain's survivors sought 



Most people consider cleaning 
the attic to be a household drudg- 
ery. However, when Legionnaire 
Eddie Goliat of Indianapolis went 
to work on his overhead storage, he 
uncovered a strange surprise: 
military decorations and other 
memorabilia belonging to U.S. Air 
Force Capt. Herman H. Ritchie, 
who was killed in 1966 in Vietnam. 

Among the personal items, 
Goliat found citations for the 
Distinguished Flying Cross, the 
Air Medal and the Purple Heart, 
all awarded posthumously, as 
well as some yellowed newspaper 
clippings describing the wedding 
ceremony of then-2nd Lt. Ritchie 
to Elizabeth Joann Coburn in 
June 1956 at an Air Force base in 
Harlingen, Texas. 

The citations were original 
copies, all in excellent condition. 
Goliat wanted to return the keep- 
sakes to Ritchie's family but wasn't 
sure how to locate survivors. 

A member of Greenwood, Ind., 
Post 252, Goliat took the trea- 
sures to his fellow Legionnaires 



hoping someone 
could find the 
family. Sons of 
The American 
Legion Squadron 
Adjutant Kevin 
Brislen contacted 
National Head- 
quarters, which 
then contacted 
VA and learned 
that Ritchie and 
his wife had 
children before 
his death. After 
Ritchie's death, 
the children 
received VA 
benefits for a 

number of years. However, since 
the VA benefits ended several 
years ago, the last known address- 
es for Ritchie's children were no 
longer valid. 

"Members of the post are hoping 
to locate someone in this man's 
family," Brislen said. "These are 
prestigious awards, and we're sure 
the family would want to have 




them as a remem- 
brance. We're 
hoping to find a 
family member to 
return them to." 

The newspaper 
clipping indicates 
that Ritchie and 
his bride gradu- 
ated from Okmul- 
gee High School in 
Oklahoma. Ritchie 
attended Okla- 
homa University. 
Coburn attended 
Texas Southmost 
College. At the 
time of the 
wedding, Ritchie's 
parents - the J.H. Ritchies - resided 
in Okmulgee. His bride's family, 
the Louis Morrison Coburns, 
resided in Brownsville, Texas. 

Anyone with information about 
Ritchie's family is encouraged to 
contact Steve Smithson, American 
Legion National Headquarters, at 
(317) 630-1406 or ssmithson® 
legion.org. 



Courtesy Eddie Goliat 



CWF improves lives of America's children 



For thousands of American 
children, everyday milestones of 
achievement are marked 
by pain, prayer, courage 
and perseverance. Many 
require specialized care 
and face formidable 
obstacles. The good 
news is that these 
children have been, and 
continue to be, helped 
through The American 
Legion's Child Welfare 
Foundation. 

This year, CWF 
celebrates 50 years 
of service to 
America's children. 
Created in 1954 as a 
repository of funds 
from individuals 
who wished to 
contribute to the 
betterment of 
children, the 

foundation has provided more 
than $7 million to youth-serving 




For more info 

Write or send donations to: 
American Legion Child Welfare 
Foundation, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 

Call: (317) 630-1202 

Online: www.cwf-inc.org 



organizations across the nation in 
the hope of educating families and 
communities about the special 
needs of young people. 
Through the years, 
CWF has helped chil- 
dren suffering from 
autism, spinal tumors, 
and brain and bone 
disorders. CWF-funded 
programs also educate 
doctors and parents 
about certain disorders, 
and provide care for 
children with lung 
and respiratory 
ailments. CWF also 
helps children with 
cancer, Down 
syndrome, juvenile 
diabetes, multiple 
sclerosis and retinal 
degeneration. The 
list goes on. 
National Com- 
mander John Brieden has asked 
the American Legion family to 



raise $2 million this year for the 
Child Welfare Foundation. This 
is a mere 52 cents per Legion 
family member. 

CWF annually receives hundreds 
of requests for funding. The CWF 
board of directors carefully reviews 
each application and allocates 
grants based on need. Millions of 
America's children have been 
touched through these grants. 

Unfortunately, many worth- 
while proposals do not receive the 
dollars they desperately need due 
to insufficient resources. Last year 
alone, many projects - totaling 
more than $1 million - were 
turned down, due to a lack of 
funds. The nation's children 
depend upon the generosity of 
every member of the Legion 
family, the primary contributors 
to CWF. With ongoing support, 
The American Legion's Child 
Welfare Foundation will continue 
to improve the quality of life for 
children everywhere. 
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"Why Men All Over America 
Love Testostazine!" 




"After a few weeks of taking Testostazine, my 
wife and I felt like we were back on our hon- 
eymoon again. And after 35 years, that's quite 
an accomplishment. I just feel like I'm back in 



my 20' s or 30' s." 



John — Manhasset, NY 



"When I tried Testostazine, I thought, Wow! 
I've got a lot more energy and my sex drive is 
increased. ' It's really made a difference. " 

Gary -Mesa, AZ 

"After three or four days, I did notice I had 
increased energy. I also noticed I was starting 
to experience an increased libido. " 

Stan -Wilton, ND 



Powerful Male Performance 
Boosting System Lets You Be 
All the Man You Can Be 

Do you feel like half the man you used to be? Are you 
enjoying intimacy a lot less than you'd like? Do you lack 
confidence in the bedroom? 

If so, you could have low testosterone. 

In many men, testosterone levels can fall rapidly as you 
age, leaving you feeling like half the man you used to be. 

That's why I created the Testostazine System. It's the com- 
plete performance boosting system I developed for men 
who are starting to feel their age. 

Are You Man Enough? Now You Can Be 

I designed Testostazine to support healthy testosterone lev- 
els, so you can be all the man you want to be. . .when you 
need to be. Testostazine was once only available to patients 
through my private practice. Now it's available to the general 
public. . .confidentially and without a prescription. 

If you feel like half the man you used to be, don't give up. 
I can help you regain your youthful stamina and drive. 
Boost your performance and be all the man you can be with 
the Testostazine System. 

Best regards, 

Dr. Richard Cohen 



RISK- FREE TRIAL 



Call 1-800-292-3097 now and we'll send you the complete 
Testostazine System in confidential plain brown packaging. 

BONUS: SPECIAL REPORT 

"Aging and Its Effects on Energy, Youthful 
Sex Drive and Stamina" by Dr. Richard Cohen 

Call now for your risk-free trial 

1-800-292-3097 



INDIVIDUAL RESULTS WILL VARY THESE STATEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY THE FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION 
AND ARE NOT INTENDED TO DIAGNOSE, CURE OR PREVENT ANY DISEASE. AMP 90 BRIDGE STREET, WESTBROOK, ME 



testostazine 1 
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Gold Star Mothers remembered 

For 6,000 women whose sons 
or husbands died in World War I 
and were buried in foreign 
graves, a pilgrimage to see the 
final resting place of their loved 
ones brought a measure of 
comfort. In the 1930s, the gov- 
ernment took thousands of 
mothers and wives overseas to 
visit cemeteries in Europe. 

A new one-hour documentary 
produced by WILL-TV, "Gold Star 
Mothers: Pilgrimage of Remem- 
brance," tells the emotional story 
of the journeys that, for many 
women, were their first trips 
outside their own communities. 
It also looks at today's Gold Star 
Mothers, many of whom lost sons 
or daughters in Vietnam. The 
program describes how mothers 
wielded political power to get 
Congress to approve the Gold 
Star pilgrimages. 

PBS Plus has offered this 
program to all PBS stations. 
Many across the nation will be 
airing the program in May. 
Because each PBS station makes 
its own programming decisions, 
viewers should check local 
listings for air times. 




Maude Betterton visits the grave of her 
son, Cherrill, at Meuse-Argonne American 

Cemetery in France. National Archives 



For more info 

Contact producer Alison Davis Wood: 

Call: (217) 333-1070 

8 a.m. to 4 p.m. (EST) Monday to Friday 

E-mail: adwoodl@uiuc.edu 

Online: www.will.uiuc.edu/pressroom 



History of the Gold Star Mothers 

On May 28, 1918, President Woodrow Wilson approved a suggestion from the 
Women's Committee of the Council of National Defenses that, instead of wearing 
conventional mourning attire for relatives who have died in service of their country, 
American women should wear black bands on their left arms with gilt stars on the 
bands for each family member who died in war. 

Since that time, a service flag displayed from a home or place of business has 
indicated the number of members of the family or of the organization serving in the 
U.S. Armed Forces or who have died during such service. Blue stars indicate living 
members currently in the service, while gold stars indicate members who have died. 
Thus, the term "Gold Star Mothers" applies to women whose sons or daughters have 
died in military service. 



Legionnaires 
in Action 

Camden, S.C. f Post 17 recently 
presented a check to the Camden 
Police Department to purchase five 
bulletproof vests. Post Commander 
Perry McCoy said Post 17 donated 
one vest last year and decided to 
donate again when members 
learned of the need for more. Just 
two weeks before the second 
donation, the bulletproof vest helped 
avert a tragedy. A South Carolina 
highway patrol officer, Sgt. James 
Sinkler, was shot at point-blank 
range while conducting a routine 
traffic stop. 

"If it weren't for that vest, Sgt. 
Sinkler wouldn't be here," South 
Carolina Highway Patrol Capt. Tony 
Hancock told Legionnaires. "You 
should be proud of your contribution 
to Camden. You can't appreciate 
what it means to an officer and his 
family unless you've gone through 
what James and his family have." 

Members of Pasadena, Calif, 

Post 13 attended a memorial 
service in La Canada, Calif., for U.S. 
Army Lt. Todd J. Bryant, 23, who was 
killed in combat in Iraq last October. 
Bryant, a member of Post 13, served 
in the 1st Battalion, 34th Armor 
Regiment, 1st Infantry Division, 1st 
Brigade, and was a platoon leader for 
the 4M1A1 Abrams Tanks. Bryant 
graduated from West Point in 2002. 

Surviving Bryant are his father, 
Larry, and mother, Linda, both former 
Air Force officers; a brother, Maj. 
Timothy Bryant of the U.S. Marine 
Corps, attending Command and Staff 
School in Quantico, Va.; and a sister, 
Capt. Tiffany Bryant of the U.S. 
Army's 50th Airborne Signal Corps, 
stationed at Fort Bragg, N.C. All are 
members of Post 13, where Bryant's 
mother previously served as vice 
commander. 

Carl D. Archer Post 528, 
Belvidere, N.J. # pays tribute to 
108-year-old Julius Hausold, a World 
War I veteran and post member. 
Hausold served with the 308th Field 
Artillery in France, where he was 
wounded in action. 



Luneville, France, to honor U.S. liberators 



From Sept. 15 to 17, the city of 
Luneville, France, will celebrate the 
60th anniversary of its liberation by 
the U.S. 7th Army during World 
War II. The commemoration will be 
conducted by the City of Luneville 
and the Lorraine Battle Memorial, a 
French organization dedicated to 
honoring American GIs. 

Special events include memorial 



For more info 

Request an official invitation: 

Write: Gregory L. Owen, 3486 Nutmeg 
Court, Harrisonburg, VA 22801 

Call: (540) 432-0252 

honors to 7th Army Commander 
Lt. Gen. Alexander M. Patch. All 
World War II veterans assigned to 



7th Army headquarters during the 
liberation of Luneville are invited 
as honored guests for the ceremo- 
nial events. Those who wish to 
attend will receive an official 
invitation from the Luneville 
mayor. In addition, the Lorraine 
Battle Memorial will conduct a 10- 
day battlefield tour that will 
include liberation ceremonies. 
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~ • 60th Anniversary 

&: D-DAY CAP 

Emblazoned With Colorful, Embroidered Anniversary 
Patch Depicting Flags Of U.S., England & Canada! 




m . 



DOUBLE 
STITCHED 
For Extra Strength 
& Durability! 



QUALITY MADE 
BASEBALL-CAP STYLE! 
With Full Nylon Comfort Lining, 
1" Sweatband Plus Adjustable Back 
Strap For A Perfect Fit! 



Handsome! Comfortable! 
A TREASURED GIFT 
FOR ANY PROUD VETERAN 
OR PATRIOTIC AMERICAN! 

The invasion of Normandy on June 6, 1944 
marked the turning point in World War II. 
Now every veteran and prideful American can 
celebrate this historic landmark event with 
our exclusive D-DAY 60th Anniversary Cap! 
Crafted of Premium Patch Leather, it's the cap 
you'll be proud to wear - everywhere! It fits 
great, looks great... and stays great through 
the years! Plus you get direct- from-our-ware- 
house savings for genuine leather that's not 
found in stores! Makes a lasting gift! 

Limited Supply • Not Sold In Stores 

Direct Source, Dept. dbh-718 

P.O. Box 161, Orangeburg, NY 10962 | 

□ One D-Day Cap only $9.95. 

□ SAVE! Two D-Day Caps only $17.95 J 

ADD $3.95 S&H no matter how many you order. i 

Enclosed is check or M.O. for $ (PA & NY res. add sales tax) i 

Charge my: QVisa □ MasterCard □ Discover □ Am Ex | 



_Exp. Date_ 



Signature_ 



Address_ 



City_ 



State 



_Zip_ 



Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back. 



Lower Your Golf Score On Your Very First Swing 

Or Your Money Back-Guaranteed! Nobody Out Drives The Hammer®.. .Nobody! 

—Hammer wgm&rR 

mamM Guinness Book 
g]nt Century Super Driver H Wor|d Recor 

Designed By Jack Hamm, Holder of ELtf " " 
6 World Records for the Longest Drive! 



Jack Ham 
listed in th 
Guinness Book 
World Recor 
for the Lo 



It 



New Vortex design creates 
lack of air resistance 
which increases club 
head speed by up to 25% 



The Hammer®, designed by six-time world champion Jack Hamm, is flipping 
the golf industry upside 
down! Its inverted Vortex 
design reduces drag and 
increases club head 
speed up to 25% all by 
itself on the downswing! 
has a club head made of 
state-of-the-art Zolex, a 
material that obsoletes 
titanium, and a patented 
Smart Shaft that adjusts 
automatically to every 
golfer's swing. And, you'l _ 
never tee the ball too high or too low when you hit The Hammer's world's 
biggest "sweet spot"-595 millimeters! Throw away your old 
driver-order The Hammer® today and get 50 extra yards on your 
drive-guaranteed! It's easy golf! Makes a great gift! ™ 



9. 



The only driver 
that accelerates 
all by itself on 
the downswing! 





' Fastest Service 
Call Anytime 24/7 Toil-Free 

■ P 1 1 ill ffl MlQ* 1 1 WIZ 



ww.golf-technologies.com 



Hamm's 
Power of Golf 
Video" regu 
priced at 
is yours F 



"The shape of the club creates a low pressure pocket behind the 
club face. This lack of resistance is what allows the club to literally 
tear through the air resistance in front of the club. This effect is 
what increases club head speed by up to 25%. 
Dr. Mike Kearns, Ph.D. Biomechanics 



Wur Id's— 



■ Largest - 

— SWdul Sputf 



Patented 
Smart 
Shaft- 
Does The 
Thinking 



YES! I want to test drive the World Champion Driver! 

Please send me The Hammer® Driver. 

□ SPECIAL OFFER! The Hammer only $99.00 plus $29.95 ship- 
ping and handling. And Jack Hamm's Power Golf Video" FREE! 

□ SAVE! Two only $89.00 Each plus $29.95 shipping and 
handling. And 2 FREE Jack Hamm's "Power Golf Videos"! 

□ Ladies □ Left Hand Clubs □ Jr Club sets available 

□ EXTRA Clubs! Any matching Fairway Wood using G force 
technology, only $79 each, free shipping & handling. 
Charge my: □ Visa □ MasterCard □ Discover □ AmEx 

Acct. # Exp. Date 

(PA and IN residents add sales tax) 

Enclosed is $ Please make check/M.O. payable to The Hammer 



Signature_ 
Name 



Address_ 
City 



_State_ 



_Zip_ 



The Hammer, Dept. JH-250 

P.O. Box 590 Southeastern, PA 19399 

Satisfaction completely guaranteed. 



comrades 



How to Submit a Reunion 



The American Legion Magazine publishes reunion notices for veter- 
ans. Send notices to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Reunions, 
P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail 
reunions @ legion.org. 

Include the branch of service and complete name of the group, no 
abbreviations, with your request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact name, telephone number and 
e-mail address. Listings are published free of charge. 

Due to the large number of reunions, The American Legion Maga- 
zine will publish a group's listing only once a year. Notices should be 
sent at least six months prior to the reunion to ensure timely publication. 



Other Notices 



"In Search Of" is a means of getting in touch with people from your 
unit to plan a reunion. We do not publish listings that seek people for 
interviews, research purposes, military photos or help in filing a VA 
claim. Listings must include the name of the unit from which you seek 
people, the time period and the location, as well as a contact name, tele- 



phone number and e-mail address. Send notices to The American Legion 
Magazine, Attn: "In Search Of," P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, 
fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail reunions@legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish the names of individuals, only the 
name of the unit from which you seek people. Listings are published free 
of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for Legionnaires who have 
been awarded life memberships by their posts. This does not include a 
member's own Paid-Up-For-Life membership. Notices must be submitted 
on official forms, which may be obtained by sending a self-addressed 
stamped envelope to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Life Mem- 
berships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 

"Comrades in Distress" listings must be approved by the Legion's 
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify an 
injury received during service, contact your Legion department service 
officer for information on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a "Comrades in Distress" listing, send a letter to The 
American Legion Magazine, Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 
1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID number in your 
response. 

"Taps" notices are published only for Legionnaires who served as 
department commanders or national officers. 




AIR FORCE 



38th Air Police Sqdn, San Antonio, 9/16-18, 
Jack Drysdale, (210) 436-0507; 58th Ftr Wing 
(WWII), Colorado Springs, CO, 6/22-27, A.J. 
Kupferer, (812) 945-7649, jkupfere@iglou.com; 
58th Ftr Bomb Wing 69th, 310th, 311th, 
428th, 429th & 420th Ftr Bomb Sqdns 
(Korea), Colorado Springs, CO, 6/22-27, A.J. 
Kupferer, (812) 945-7649, jkupfere@iglou.com; 
65th TCS (WWII), Louisville, KY, 9/12-15, Bud 
Hawkey, (937) 996-3851 

92nd Periodic Maint Sqdn 92nd Bomb 
Wing, Lincoln City, OR, 9/21-23, Donald 
Killgore, (509) 697-5980; 98th Bomb Grp/Wing 
Vets Assn, Arlington, VA, 9/7-11, Dennis 
Posey, (770) 509-7734, dposey@comcast.net; 
310th Bomb Wing, Galveston, TX, 9/30-10/3, 
Ken Cook, (903) 935-3516, rcook@shreve.net; 
339th Ftr Sqdn Assn 339th Fit Test Sqdn, 
Bloomington, MN, 9/23, Don Zupan, (952) 
496-0177, donnapuz@mycidco.com 

603rd AC&W Sqdn (Giebelstadt, Germany), 

Portland, ME, 9/21-25, Roy Tassinari, (207) 
784-5691, rmtass@juno.com; 676th AC&W 
Sqdn, Antigo, Wl, 9/10-12, Doug Sylfest, (715) 
627-2728, 676reunion@g2a.net; 3454th Tech 
Tng Sqdn (Warren AFB, WY), Cheyenne, WY, 
9/9-12, Joe Gordy, (970) 353-7445; 6147th Tact 
Cont Grp "Mosquitoes" 5th AF (Korea), San 
Diego, 10/6-10, Steve Rooney, (916) 489-0476 

AACS Alumni ASSn (AACS, AFCS, AFCC, 

AFC4A, afca & affsa Units, All Members), 

Scottsdale, AZ, 9/23-26, Mac Maginnis, (253) 
474-8128, cmagin4375@aol.com; Avn Cadet 
Class 54-06, Branson, MO, 5/31-6/3, Don 
Meek, (870) 670-4479, donmeek@hotmail.com; 
Burtonwood AFB Assn, Santa Maria, CA, 
10/5-9, Richard F. Iwanowski, (773) 767-1810; 
Nagoya/Komaki AB Reunion Assn, Las 
Vegas, 6/14-17, John Campo, (816) 407-0055, 
jaymcee@aol.com 

Pilot Class 43-D, Eureka Springs, AR, 
10/7-10, Frank Dutko, (850) 932-3901, 
duke43d@hotmail.com; Pilot Class 45-A (La 
Junta, CO), Branson, MO, 10/11-14, Ray Bell, 
(404) 634-4531, rfbell@copper.net; Pilot Tng 
Class 54-Q, Biloxi, MS, 11/9-12, Joe Viscount 
Jr., (239) 945-7348, joecount@yahoo.com; 
SAC Abn cmd Control (PACCS) Personnel, 
Omaha, NE, 9/22-26, Fred Kemp, (520) 393- 
1054, fkemp8367@aol.com 

Strat Air Cmd, Shreveport, LA, 5/12-15, Steve 
dePyssler, (866) 544-2412, rao@barksdale. 
af.mil; Women in the AF Assn, Palm Springs, 
CA, 10/13-19, Shirley L Powell, (760) 324-1122 

ARMY 

1st Bn 8th Cav 1st Cav Div (Vietnam), Orange 
Park, FL, 6/9-13, James Knafel, (260) 244-3864; 
1st Cav Div Assn, Milwaukee, 6/9-13, Dennis E. 
Webster, (800) 234-9313; 1st Sqdn 2nd Armd 



Cav, Orlando, FL, 10/13-17, Phil A. Redman, 
(727) 536-6577, parbar222@aol.com; 2nd Sqdn 
1st Armd Cav (Vietnam, 1967-1970), Branson, 
MO, 9/2-5, Tom Schluchter, (989) 684-4380, 
tomandlinda@chartermi.net; 3rd Bn 71st Air 
Def Arty, Branson, MO, 10/8-11, Howard Webb, 
(479) 648-2959, hlwebb@cox-internet.eom; 3rd 
inf Div Society, Savannah, GA, 8/27-31, Linda 
Irvine, (360) 663-2521, info@thereunionbrat. 
com; 4th Bn 23rd Inf "Tomahawks," 
Washington, 6/25-27, Doug Conn, (772) 223- 
6419, conn5458@aol.com 

4th inf (Ivy) Div Assn, Branson, MO, 7/13-18, 
Gregory Rollinger, 8891 Aviary Path R-29, Inver 
Grove Heights, MN 55077; 7th Inf Rgt Assn 
"Cottonbalers," Savannah, GA, 8/27-30, 
Curley L Faulk, (337) 625-8359, csmaar@aol. 
com; 8th Avn Field Depot Sqdn, Nashville, 
TN, 9/16-19, Vernon Kliment, (920) 682-7448, 
kliments@lakefield.net; 20th Coast Arty 
Harbor Def (WWII), Corydon, IN, 8/14-15, Cecil 
W. Fravel, (812) 738-2623 

21st AAA AW Bn (SP) Assn, Colorado Springs, 
CO, 9/9-11, Lester F. Kenfield, (717) 939-4621; 
26th inf Rgt Assn, Kissimmee, FL, 6/9-13, Gene 
Cocke, (703) 250-9085, dobol26@aol.com; 27th 
FA Rgt Assn, Nashville, TN, 8/13-15, James R. 
Suessman, (973) 357-0033, jrs.cpa@verizon. 
net; 29th Inf Div, McLean, VA, 10/6-10, John 
E. Wilcox, (301) 695-9558, twoniner@earthlink. 
net; 32nd Inf Rgt Assn "Queen's Own," 
Arlington, VA, 9/16-20, Helen Dyckson, (352) 
597-5912, heland@bellsouth.net 

37th Eng Bn Const (WWll-1986), Branson, 
MO, 7/29-31, Bryan H. Jackson, (706) 638-4886; 
37th Inf Div, Washington, 5/27-30, Cyril 
Sedlacko, (614) 228-3788; 40th inf Div 223rd 
Inf Rgt, Las Vegas, 5/23-26, Norman Hackler, 
(281) 444-5279, norm@hackler.us; 40th Inf Div 
223rd RCT M Co (Korea), Palm Desert, CA, 
9/24-26, Tully Valmassoi, (760) 346-1790; 42nd 
Rainbow Inf Div, Memphis, TN, 7/13-18, Pete 
Pettus, (573) 431-6184, jrpazir@juno.com 

47th Eng Bn, Branson, MO, 10/14-17, Harold 
Sage, (785) 256-6212; 63rd Inf Div Assn, 
Falls Church, VA, 8/11-16, Albert J. Conti, (215) 
673-0867; 67th AAA Gun Bn C Btry & All 
Other Btrys & HQs, New Philadelphia, OH, 
9/16-19, Eddie Cook, (330) 343-1732; 71st Inf 
Div Assn (WWII), Manassas, VA, 9/12-15, Mac 
McMahon, (703) 368-7910; 83rd Arty, Fort 
Sill, OK, 5/14-16, Al Schuller, (916) 990-0508, 
a.schuller@att.net 

84th Eng Bn Const (Vietnam), Lake Tahoe, 
CA, Richard Sharp, (314) 821-8640; 84th Inf 
Div NE Chpt, South Fallsberg, NY, 6/9-11, Sy 
Kuppersmith, (516) 626-1645; 86th Blackhawk 
inf Div Assn, Hampton, VA, 9/8-12, Richard 
Mapes, (203) 483-7558, marick12@comcast. 
net; 90th FA Bn Assn 25th Inf Div, Oklahoma 
City, 10/20-24, Glen Krueger, (402) 274-5101, 
kruegers@gopoint.com; 97th Inf Div 386th 
Rgt 2nd Bn E Co, Oklahoma City, 6/4-6, 



Harold Dutton, (918) 647-3944; 98th Inf Div 
(WWII), Albany, NY, 6/14-17, Norman Johnson, 
(607) 589-6061; 99th Armd FA Bn, Dayton, 
OH, 10/8-10, Harold L. Spicer, (937) 291-4227, 
s.rutan@att.net; 102nd Inf Div "Ozarks," 
Arlington, VA, 5/26-6/2, Jim McGinnis, 
(765) 289-1714; 117th Assault Heli C0/8th 
Trans Co & Dets (Vietnam, 1961-1972), 
Indianapolis, 6/24-27, Al Bennett, (229) 896- 
2500, namvet42@hotmail.com 

126th AAA Gun Bn HQ Btry, Colorado 
Springs, CO, 6/23-26, Quent Johnson, (608) 
455-4494, mapajohnson@msn.com; 148th 
inf Rgt 37th Div (Camp Perry), Port Clinton, 
OH, 8/27-28, Bruce Eberly, (937) 773-8625, 
mabeberly@aol.com; 163rd Inf Rgt 41st 
inf Div (WWII), Helena, MT, 9/10-12, Joe 
Upshaw, (406) 442-5956, jgupshaw@juno.com; 
183rd Avn Co "Seahorses," San Antonio, 
10/21-24, Mack Gibson, (704) 655-8584, 
mgibson55@adelphia.net 

188th Para/Glider Inf Rgt 11th Abn Div, 

Independence, MO, 7/29-8/1, Bert Kurland, 
(252) 728-6482; 198th LIB 1/52nd Inf Medics, 
Branson, MO, 7/16-18, Rick Waggoner, (712) 
272-4627, boxywags@pionet.net; 213th 
Assault Support Heli Co, San Antonio, 
10/31-11/4, Lorinda Boyle, (888) 750-7447, 
lorinda@sunsetcruises.com; 353rd Comm 
Recon Co, Westminster, MD, 6/7-10, Gus 
Gruneisen, (502) 458-3743, asagus@juno.com 

413th, 523rd Army Ord, Cody, WY, 8/13-15, 
Ralph Pickering, (419) 629-3997; 480th AAA 
AW Bn (WWII), Palmerton, PA, 7/10-11, 
Samuel J. George, (610) 681-4459; 503rd MP 
Bn (Fort Bragg, 1951-1953), Springfield, IL, 
8/6-8, William H. McCartney, (217) 285-2999; 
511th Parachute Inf Rgt, Reno, NV, 6/17-20, 
Leo Kocher, (509) 375-0220, leodonna@owt. 
com; 517th FA Bn (WWII), Alexandria, VA, 
10/18-19, Chuck Underwood, (515) 978-5576, 
cneund@fbx.com 

532nd Eng Boat & Shore Rgt, Ponchatoula, 
LA, 9/16-18, Avery Brown, (225) 294-5611, 
rebekahdurand@charter.net; 547th Eng Bn 
(Cbt) Assn, Pensacola, FL, 7/29-8/1, George 
McDonald, (850) 994-1063; 648th Eng Co 
(Camouflage), Branson, MO, 10/14-17, Harold 
Sage, (785) 256-6212; 771st FA Bn Btry B, 
Evansville, IN, 9/15-17, David Scott, (815) 
458-2416, dscott901webtv.net; 785th MP Bn 
(WWII), Opalika, AL, 6/25-27, William Miller, 
(502) 933-4577 

Americal Div 3rd of 18th Arty (Vietnam), 

Lawton, OK, 9/15-18, Lloyd Leonard, (217) 
235-6667; Americal Div FA (WWII, Korea, 
Vietnam), Asheville, NC, 5/3-6, Bob Miller, 
(585) 924-5296, ryskowski@aol.com; Arty 
OCS, Fort Sill, OK, 6/3-4, Joe Fleming, (217) 
483-4475, jfleming@springnet1.com; ASA 
Korea Vets (1950-1975), Baltimore, 9/30- 
10/3, Jackie Rishell, (888) 681-5333; D Co 
1/12 inf 4th inf Div (Vietnam, 1967-1968), 
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Modern technology and ancient herbal science has come up with a product that battles and 
wins the fight for male virility. Now, millions of active American men have a natural, 
more affordable alternative when they want to enhance strength, stamina, performance 
and an extra burst of energy. EnerX, an all-natural herbal supplement, contains ingredients 
to enhance sexual energy and performance when taken on a regular basis. 
No doctor's visits, or loss of privacy. 

EnerX is a natural, herbal supplement, effective alternative that's affordable, and it gets the 
results men want. 

A BURST OF ENERGY AT CRITICAL MOMENTS 

EnerX stimulates sexual energy by expanding blood vessels causing increased blood flow to 
specific areas of the body. Men are amazed that with EnerX they can actually feel the 
increase of energy and confidence. 

RESPECT FOR OUR CUSTOMERS PRIVACY IS TOP OF THE LIST 

EnerX customers are also greatly pleased with the discretion in which EnerX is delivered - 

right to their doorstep (Overnight delivery is available) in an unmarked discreet package. 

WE GUARANTEE IT! 
EnerX will enhance your male potency 
or send it back for a full product 
refund- 30 day money back guarantee! 

Call now and ask how you 
can get a 30 day supply of 
EnerX free! 



Testimonials From Our Many Satisfied Customers; 



- "Our whole life is different. He has more energy... There is more love- 
making. EnerX is great." - Georgiann T. 

- "After being married for over 25 years, love making wasn 't the same... 
The desire was gone... but after taking EnerX, I felt and acted like I did 
the first few years." -Harris H. 

- "I can 't believe the new man I am. At 58, I have the drive when I was 
18 and 28. 1 found what was missing the last 10 years. We both love it! " 

-Bobbie S. 



No prescription necessary. Call Toll Free... 

1-888-221-7104 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week / We accept checks by phone 



THIS OFFER 
| NOT AVAILABLE IN STORES | 

WARNING: This product can raise blood pressure 
and interfere with other drugs you may be taking. 
Talk to your doctor before taking this product. 




PRINCESS 

where i belong® 

CARIBBEAN CRUISES FOR AMERICAN LEGION 
MEMBERS AND THEIR FAMILIES 




Exclusively through HARTFORD HOLIDAYS TRAVEL (800) 828-4813 



*Rates are per person, cruise only, based on double occupancy. Rates vary by ship and departure date and represent those available at time of publication. 
Government taxes and fees are additional. Space is limited. Offer may be withdrawn at any time. Please call for complete details. 



comrades 



Kansas City, MO, 7/9-10, Don Hiemstra, (262) 
728-2842, woodenshoe@elknet.net; Delta 
Co 2nd Bn 16th Inf 1st Inf Div (1967-1968), 
Fort Atkinson, Wl, 8/6-8, Don Dignan, (734) 
525-0157, ddignan@peoplepc.com; Philippine 
Scouts Heritage Society, San Mateo, CA, 
4/30-5/1, J. Michael Houlahan, (614) 847-1016, 
jhoula@columbus.rr.com 

ARMY AIR FORCE 



9th, 504th Bomb Grps (VH) 313th Wing, 

New Orleans, 9/8-12, Tom Schoolcraft, (830) 
303-5732; 33rd TCS 374th Trp Carrier Grp, 
Indianapolis, 4/15-17, B.J. Plog, (217) 247-2491; 
303rd Bomb Grp 8th AF (Molesworth, 
England, WWII), Savannah, GA, 8/26-30, 
Eddie Deerfield, 3552 Landmark Trail, Palm 
Harbor, FL 34684, ed303fsra@aol.com; 
339th Ftr Sqdn Assn 5th AF, Bloomington, 
MN, 9/23, Don Zupan, (952) 496-0177, 
donnapuz@mycidco.com; Pilot Classes 1944, 
Albuquerque, NM, 9/9-12, Stan Yost, (239) 
466-1473 

COAST GUARD 



USS Centaurus AKA 17, St. Louis, 10/7-10, Kent 
Price, (314) 822-4637, kent_p@sbcglobal.net 

JOINT 



AGC Flagship Alliance - Adirondack AGC 
15, Ancon AGC 4, Appalachian AGC 1, 
Auburn AGC 10, Bibb WAGC 31, Biscay ne 
AGC 18, Blue Ridge AGC 2/LCC 19, Campbell 
WAGC 32, Catoctin AGC 5, Duane AGC 
6/ WAGC 33, Eldorado AGC 11, Estes AGC 
12, Hamilton WAGC 34, Ingham WAGC 35, 
Mount Mc Kin ley AGC 7, Mount Olympus 
AGC 8, Mount Whitney LCC 20, Panamint 
AGC 13, Pocono AGC 16, Rocky Mount AGC 
3, Spencer WAGC 36, Taconic AGC 17, Taney 
WAGC 37, Teton AGC 14, Wasatch AGC 9, 
Williamsburg AGC 369, Mary B. Knierim, (352) 
751-3448, mbk1277@juno.com 

Nat'l Assn of Atomic Vets, San Diego, Sept, 
William Harper, (480) 895-0676; Okinawa 
Survivors (WWII), Bellevue, NE, 1/1, Vern 
O'Neal, (402) 484-6477; Persian Gulf Cmd 
Vets Org (All units, WWII), Peoria, IL, 
6/16-20, Robert C. Patterson, (570) 275-2058, 
rp7450@aol.com; Philippines (Manila, 
Corregidor, Subic/Olongapo, Bataan, Clark 
Field), Philippines, 10/16-28, Judy Abbott, (703) 
212-0695, info@subicbayreunion.com 

USS iwoJima LPH 2/LHD 7, Baton Rouge, LA, 
9/8-12, Robert G. McAnally, (866) 237-3137, 
yujack@megalink.net 

MARINES 



1st ANGLICO, Columbus, OH, 5/28-31, John W. 
Maurer, (614) 262-9002, jmaurer@columbus. 
rr.com; 3rd Bn 5th Mar (Korea, 1950-1953), 
Las Vegas, 9/14-18, Al Bettiga, (520) 229-0657, 
albett@earthlink.net; 7th Field Depot/7th 
Serv Rgt (WWII, China), Louisville, KY, 
9/26-29, Art Manwaring, (708) 672-5811, 
artmanw@juno.com; 11th Eng Bn Assn 
(Vietnam), Quantico, VA, 8/24-29, William E. 
Lyell, (804) 282-5554, wlyell@msn.com 

D-1-1, Englewood, OH, 6/10-12, Harry A. 
Garrison, (937) 836-8190, bette24@earthlink. 
net; HMR-363 (Opn Redwing, 1956), San 
Diego, 10/21-24, John P. Smyth, (732) 505-9699, 
metalsmyth@comcast.net; Korean War 
Recon Mar, Portland, ME, 9/29-10/3, Vincent 
lacopino, (603) 763-5327, vjike9@aol.com; 
MSG (American Embassy, Saigon, Vietnam), 
Charleston, SC, 10/6-10, Michael Bertini, (910) 
353-7377 

USMC Vietnam Heli Assn, Reno, NV, 
7/8-11, Robert E. Shantry, (586) 443-5917; 
VMF/VMF(AW)/VMFA-115 (1943-2004), 

Quantico, VA, 8/6-7, Lynn Hagen, (320) 269- 
8925; VMF/VMA-311 "Tomcats," Arlington, 
VA, 9/22-26, Jim Galchick, (330) 337-9383, 
jimsue@raex.com 
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NAVY 



6th Naval Beach Bn, Peoria, IL, 9/8-12, 
Ed Marriott, (770) 466-8323, bandemar® 
bellsouth.net; 29th Seabee Const Bn, 
Myrtle Beach, SC, 8/26-28, Jim Arcaro, 
(630) 932-8037; Assembly & Repair Dept 
(AttU, AK, 1943-1944), Chicago, 7/27-29, 
Terry McDaniel, (925) 672-5024, surfnsr® 
sbcglobal.net; ACORN 34, Branson, MO, 
9/22-27, Keith Malcom, (360) 832-4531, 
dmalc@rainierconnect.com; ACU/LCU/LSU/ 
LCT/LCM Nat'l Assault Craft Sailors, San 
Diego, 9/9-11, Paul Kelly, (619) 296-5213, 
yncmusn@aol.com 

Bremerhafen/Wesser/Rhine River Patrol, 

Kansas City, MO, 9/23-26, William Rodgers, 
(816) 358-1816, bill_rodgers@planetkc.com; 
CVLs (WWII), Cruise, Tampa, 12/12-19, R. 
Fread, (800) 882-3412; NASD/NAS Bermuda 
(All Years), Las Vegas, 11/4-7, Roger Bacon, 
(908) 454-1083, rwbdmb@fast.net; NMCB 1, 
Gulfport, MS, 10/15-18, Peter Dowd, (716) 372- 
0548, barneymcb1@direcway.com; NMCB 40 
(All Eras), Nashville, TN, 4/15-18, Ed Holsten, 
(856) 875-1300, nmseabee40@comcast.net 

SLCU 36 Boatpool Baker, Hotsprings, AR, 
9/12-13, Donald A. Brown, (501) 767-5341; US 
LST Assn, Philadelphia, 7/17-22, (800) 228- 
5870, uslst@kmbs.com; USN Cruiser Sailors 
Assn, Charleston, SC, 5/30-6/4, Edward 
August, (508) 252-3524, usncsa@aol.com; USN 
Sub Vets, Saratoga Springs, NY, 9/15-20, Al 
Singleman, (518) 355-2119, awards4@capital. 
net; USS Alstede AF 48, Louisville, KY, 9/9-12, 
H. Dean Wall, (828) 724-4296, alstede@icu2.net 

USS Anderson DD 411 (WWII), Lacrosse, 
Wl, 10/10-12, Rich E. Taylor, (608) 847-5618; 
USS Ashland LSD 1/LSD 48, Fredericksburg, 
TX, 5/12-15, Paul S. Adams, (302) 834-1806, 
psadams@delanet.com; USS.Au/t DD 698 
(WWII), Valley Forge, PA, 10/7-11, Jim Clark, 
(610) 789-6901; USS Blue DD 744 (Korean 
War), St. Louis, 10/5-8, Ray Broussard, (706) 
548-4788; USS Braine DD 630 All Crews, 
Charleston, SC, 5/23-27, Stanley Gold, (305) 
271-7727, stan262@juno.com 

USS Brinkley Bass DD 887, Bloomington, MN, 
7/28-8/1, Bob Shetron, (626) 335-4034; USS 
Cape Esperance CVE 88, Branson, MO, 9/23- 
26, Jerry Morris, (530) 477-8939; USS Cascade 
AD 16, San Diego, 8/8-15, Lyle Burchette, (417) 
334-5627, promiselp@aol.com; USS Castor 
AKS 1, San Diego, 9/8-11, Walt Whittemore, 
(702) 431-1290, castorgram@aol.com; USS 
Cavalier APA 37, Branson, MO, 9/17-22, Ribert 
Hansberry, (435) 632-5365 

USS Charles Carroll APA 28, Branson, MO, 
9/30-10/3, Milton C. Smith Jr., (972) 385-0525, 
mildredsmith972@aol.com; USS Charles F. 
Adams DDG 2, Fall River, MA, 5/14-16, Bill 
O'Neill, (413) 221-2922, oneillbill@email.eom; 
USS Chivo SS 341 (1961-1965), Charleston, 
SC, 10/7-10, Bart LockWOOd, (941) 379-4470, 
glockwood2@comcast.net; USS Clarence K. 
Bronson DD 668, Nashville, TN, 10/13-16, Ken 
Sullivan, (906) 265-6615, kenhelen@up.net; 
USS Concord CL 10, Philadelphia, 9/7-11, Keith 
Standley, (732) 323-0893 

USS Consolation AH 15, Virginia Beach, 
VA, 9/30-10/3, Pearce Grove, (757) 564-9134; 
USS Coral Sea CVB/CV/CVA 43, Mobile, 
AL, 10/7-10, Bill Johnson, (941) 485-4360, 
cva43bill@hotmail.com; USS Davidson DE/FF 
1045, Branson, MO, 10/6-8, Bob Schippers, 
(641) 792-3930, colking@pcpartner.net; USS 
Duncan DDR 874, San Diego, 4/28-5/2; USS 
Dyess Assn DD/DDR 880, Asheville, NC, 9/15- 
19, Ken Moore, (904) 794-5781, kamsr@aug.com 

USS Edisto AGB 2, Charleston, SC, 
9/8-12, Glenn Smith, (321) 269-5637, 
deepfreeze6l@bellsouth.net; USS Effingham 
APA 165, Mobile, AL, 4/21-25, Wayne H. 
Peterson, (612) 822-1437; USS El Paso LKA 
117, Philadelphia, 8/5-8, William Wamsley, 
(513) 933-0838, william.wamsley@perkinelmer. 
com; USS Electra AKA 4, Branson, MO, 9/9-12, 



Heidi Lubben, (309) 756-0702, hjlubben@aol. 
com; USS Ethan Allen SSBN/SSN 608, 
Sturgeon Bay, Wl, 8/26-30, Dale Wiegand, 
(920) 743-7884, dwiegand@dcwis.com; USS 
Gen. H.W. ButnerAP 113, Portsmouth, VA, 
4/28-5/2, James M. Jack, (757) 488-2858, 
ljoan@juno.com; USS Gurnard SSN 662/SS 
254, San Diego, 8/12-14, Ray Binns, (804) 
695-9444, rebinns@ccsinc.com; USS Halfbeak 
SS 352, Norfolk, VA, 10/21-24, Joe Hegyi, (219) 
661-0715, ss352@comcast.net; USS Higbee 
DD/DDR 806, San Antonio, 9/15-19, Gil Rodello, 
(541) 912-0722, gilrodhigbee@comcast.net 

USS Hunt DD 674, Albuquerque, NM, 10/6-10, 
Dwight W. Irish, (505) 888-3449, dwimry@aol. 
com; USS Indiana BB 58, Santa Ana, CA, 
9/30-10/4, Donald W. Avery, (949) 673-5745; 
USS intrepid Assn CV 11 NY Chpt, Corning, 
NY, 10/7-10, Marino L. DiLeo, (631) 665-7015, 
sailorhu2@hotmail.com; USS Irwin DD 794, 
St. Louis, 8/30-9/3, Tom Rehagen, (314) 843- 
4681; USS Izard DD 589, Tulsa, OK, 10/7-9, Phil 
Epstein, (321)777-6250 

USS Jonas Ingram DD 938, Washington, Oct, 
Gary Weiss, (352) 241-8582, boowise@aol. 
com; USS Kawishiwi AO 146, Mobile, 
AL, 9/15-18, Robert Taylor, (251) 343-4740, 
roberttl963@aol.com; USS Kephart DE 
207/APD 61, Charleston, SC, 10/28-31, B. 
Griggs, (973) 887-2896, bgchops@earthlink. 
net; USS Langley CV 1, Las Vegas, 10/4-8, Jim 
Willson, (904) 287-3963, kyoko1@comcast. 
net; USS Leary DD/DDR 879, Valley Forge, 
PA, 9/22-25, Dick Englander, (941) 341-0770, 
crelibra1@worldnet.att.net 

USS Lexington CV/CVA/CVS/CVT/AVT 16 All 
Crew & Air Grps, Colorado Springs, CO, 9/7- 
12, John Miller, (414) 282-6831; USS LCI Nat'l 
Assn, Portland, OR, 5/19-23, Robert McLain, 
(717) 392-4558; USS Liberty vets Assn, 
Nebraska City, NE, 5/20-23, John Hrankowski, 
(585) 225-0385, usslibty@rochester.rr.com; 
USS LST 814 & 836, Baltimore, 6/8-12, Tom 
Hetterick, (410) 529-0357, tdhetterick® 
comcast.net 

USS LST 1130, Pigeon Forge, TN, 4/26-30, 
Henry Morris, (614) 497-0512; USS Lycoming 
APA 155, Las Vegas, 9/20, Johnnie Bollinger, 
(505) 763-5093; USS Malabar AF 37, Wheeling, 
WV, 6/18-20, Dean Wise, (304) 845-2783, 
deanwise@copper.net; USS Manila Bay CVE 
61, Philadelphia, 9/9-12, Elwood McClinic, 
(757) 497-2792; USS Markab AK 31/AD 
21/AR 23, San Diego, 9/30-10/3, Don Somers, 
700 Thompson St., Glastonbury, CT 06033, 
donsomers32@aol.com 

USS Merrill DE 392, Milwaukee, 9/14- 
18, Robert Fanello, (847) 272-2391; USS 
Minneapolis-St. Paul SSN 708, Boston, 
8/24-28, George M. Takis, (770) 393-3185; 
USS Mississippi BB 41, Memphis, TN, 6/7-13, 
Mike Hulen, (870) 485-2362; USS Naifeh DE 
352, Fort Mitchell, KY, 9/26-30, John Downes, 
(217) 352-7529, johnpaulinedownes@insight 
bb.com; USS Nehenta Bay CVE 74/VC11-8, 
Albuquerque, NM, 9/16-18, Stewart G. Wasoba, 
(727) 397-4871 

USS Neches AO 47, San Diego, 9/8-11, Ed 
Anderson, (425) 821-9456, trains8133@msn. 
com; USS Nicholas DD/DDE 449/FFG 47, 
Mobile, AL, 4/17-22, Carl Walin, (850) 453-9509; 
USS Northampton CA 26/CLC 1/CC 1, 
Seattle, 9/9-13, Bob O'Malley, (760) 782-0674, 
himselfbob@prodigy.net; USS O'Brien DD 
725, Virginia Beach, VA, 9/29-10/2, Avon R. 
Blevins, (703) 323-1062; USS Oglethorpe AKA 
100, San Diego, 10/7-10, Ron Williamson, (908) 
475-4435, mistyl@epix.net 

USS Passu m psic AO/T AO 107, Biloxi, MS, 
9/30-10/2, Bob Brockman, (936) 646-5086, 
Brockman@samlink.com; USS PeifferDE 588, 
Latham, NY, 7/14-18, Ken Sheldon, (518) 399- 
8596; USS Pickaway APA 222, Grand Rapids, 
Ml, 9/29-10/1, Bob Pennell, (231) 937-5247, 
frogpond@pathwaynet.com; USS Prairie AD 15, 
Ontario, Canada, 9/30-10/4, Herbert M. Pelton, 
(315) 676-3280, golfclubsetal78@msn.com; USS 



It's so easy, I just open the door and step in. 



...I really used to enjoy 
having a bath 

but I realized as I got older that the 
fear of slipping, or the effort of pulling 
myself up after I had finished bathing 
was becoming a real problem... 
Premier Bathrooms has the largest 
range of walk-in bath tubs in the 
country, and buying one helped me 







Jit 




L 




For further details or to receive your FREE brochure 
CALL NOW TOLL FREE 

1-800-578-2899 







Please send me a FREE brochure on THE MOST VERSATILE BATH EVER! 
Name Telephone! ) 




Send to: Premier Bathrooms, Inc., 2330 South Nova Rd. 
South Daytona, Florida 32119 



Remember - 

Premier's Walk-In Bath Tubs 
give you independence, 
security and confidence to 
enjoy your bathroom again. 



MESOTHELIOMA VICTIMS 



When you're in for the 
fight of your life, turn 
to a fellow veteran. 

As a former Marine, Bud Coady 
served with you yesterday. As a 
seasoned attorney, he'll fight 
for you today. Coady attorneys 
have successfully represented 
vets in mesothelioma claims 
nationwide for over a decade. 
They've helped them understand 
their rights - and secured their 
rightful compensation. Trust 
in someone who served with 
you. Contact the Coady Law 
Firm - leave no man behind. 



C DADY 



LAW FIRM 



For free medical and legal information, 
dial 1-888-802-MESO, or visit www.MIRG.org 




ATTENTION 

RESPIRATORY PATIENTS 

ASTHMA, EMPHYSEMA, C.O.P.D., ETC. 

Did you know MEDICARE now covers 
many different Respiratory Medications 
as well as, the World's Smallest Nebulizer 
Compressor at little or NO COST to you ! 

Albuterol, (Proventil, Ventolin) 
Metaproterenol (Alupent) 
Ipratropium (Atrovent) 
Acetylcystine (Mucosyl) 
Cromolyn (Intal) & more 



Veteran's iravel Specials 



Veterans Receive Up To 




*Works in your car 
cigarette lighter 
'Weighs Only 8 Oz. j 
*Works with it's own 
rechargeable battery 
*Works at home on 
110 volts 

*Less than 5" tall i 
and 3" around 
'Reduces treatment ' 
time 

^irpEpK"™ Call Or Write for Free Information Today! 

1 SOO 870 683 1 

Name : 

Address : 

City: 

Phone :( 




St: 



_Zip:_ 



Sony No HMOs 
- Se Habla Espanol 



Prescriptions Plus, Inc. 3381 Fairlane Farms Rd. Wellington, Fl. 33414 




Per Cabin Book By 4/30/04 

10 Day Mediterranean Holiday Lfe 

October 21, 2004 • Splendour of the Seas 

Cruise Barcelona to Marseille, Villefranche (Nice), 
Livorno (Florence/Pisa), Civitavecchia (Rome) 

6 Naples plus 2 Nights in Barcelona $QQQ 
with Sightseeing, breakfast & 1 Lunch from^5J5J5J 

14 Day Best of Alaska Cruise Tour 

Choose from Several Ships 

7 Nt. cruise with 2 Nts. Anchorage, Anchorage City 
Tour & More, 1 Nt. in Denali Park, Alaska railroad 
from Denali Park to Fairbanks, 2 Nts. 
Fairbanks & 1 Nt. Glennallen & More from' 



$1729 



17 Day Australia & New Zealand prlnc?e s s 

January - February,, 2005 • Sapphire Princess 

Sailing between Auckland & Sydney visiting 
Wellington, Christchurch, Dunedin, Hobart, 
Melbourne & More plus 2 Nights each 
in Auckland & Sydney from 11 



.$1929 



Ask About Our Satisfaction Guarantee 

SHIPnSHORF 





TOLL 
FREE 



800-475-6712 



Prices are per person, double occupancy; port charges are included; gov t taxes are 
additional; limited availability. Prices shown are min. fares for select departure dates. 
Other dates higher. Not responsible for last minute changes of price or itinerary by cruise 
line, or any errors or omissions in the content of this ad. Some restrictions and cancellation 
penalties may apply. Promotional offers are valid on specific sailing dates, capacity controlled 
by the cruise lines, and may not be combinable with other offers. Foreign Departure Taxes of 
up to $45 may also be additional and payable to the foreign Airport Authority. Ships Registry: 
Greece, Norway, Bahamas, Liberia, Panama & Italy. Fla. Seller of Travel Reg. No. ST- 
31120, IA tvl no. 654, OH no. 8789121, CST # 2028107-50. Licensed & Bonded ' 2004. 



comrades 



Raleigh CL 7, Savannah, GA, 5/2-5, Larry Driever, 
(941) 408-2621, drieverfl@aol.com; USS Saidor 
CVE 117, Boston, 9/19-22, Robert Fox, (217) 446- 
1122, foxpnt@aol.com; USS Shamrock Bay CVE 
84/VC-94, Albuquerque, NM, 9/16-18, Stewart 
G. Wasoba, (727) 397-4871; USS Shenandoah 
AD 26, Branson, MO, 10/7-11, E. David Zapf, 
64 Olguin Road, Corrales, NM 87048; USS 
Springfield Bluejackets CL 66/CLG 7/SSN 761, 
St. Louis, 8/4-8, John W. Adams, (603) 598-2806, 
johnmrwillie@aol.com 

USS St Paul CA 73, Boston, 8/24-28, George 
M. Takis, (770) 393-3185; USS Storm Kine AP 
171, Grover Hill, OH, 6/3-5, Charles Scarborugh, 
(419) 587-3217; USS Tattnall DDG 19, Fall 
River, MA, 5/14-16, Leroy Houghton, (508) 
255-4354, leroy@c4.net; USS Threadfin SS 
410, Charleston, SC, 10/14-17, Bart Lockwood, 
(941) 379-4470, glockwood2@comcast.net; 
USS mania AKA 13, Amana, IA, 9/9-14, Cliff 
Trumpold, (319) 622-3103 

USS Tucson CL 98, Tucson, AZ, 4/22-25, Jim 
Hanks, (810) 231-2215, jhanks@tm.net; USS 
Tulagi CVE 72, Boston, 9/19-22, Bill Rochford, 
(410) 825-0093, usstulagi@netscape.net; USS 
Tutuila ARG 4, Harrisburg, PA, 9/16-19, Ted 
Schneider, (504) 348-2046; USS Vega AF 59, 
San Francisco, 4/3-4, Mike Nickey, (530) 878- 
2111, mnickey@earthlink.net; USS Warrington 
DD 843, Buffalo, NY, 9/9-12, Stan Prager, (916) 
791-6700, stashuman@aol.com 

USS Whipple DE/FF 1062/DD 217, Las 

Vegas, 10/4-8, Jim Willson, (904) 287-3963, 
kyokol@comcast.net; USS William F. 
Seiverling DE 441, Albany, NY, 9/22-26, Earl 
Gillette, (203) 263-2201, egsph@sbcglobal.net; 
USS zeal am 131 (World war ll & Korean 
War), Boston, 4/28-5/2, Fred Rufe, (908) 
859-0606, fredr1@fast.net; VC-35/VA(AW)-35, 
Jacksonville, FL, 10/6-10, Ruben Escajeda, 
7664 Le Conte Drive, El Paso, TX 79912, 
rescajeda@aol.com 

VF-14/VF-53/VF-141 "Iron Angels," Santa Fe, 
NM, 6/16-19, William Luxon, (724) 899-2108, 
nosensew@aol.com; VP-11/VP-101/VP-101B/ 
VX-4/VW-2, Treasure Island, FL, 5/12-15, Walt 
Jones, (727) 517-1407, walter.jones2@worldnet. 
att.net; VP-92/VP-911/VP-912/VP-913/VP- 
914/VP-915, Bedford, MA, 9/25, Herb Tallent, 
(207) 985-9497; VQ Assn (VQ-1/VQ-2, VQ-5, 
VQ-6), Memphis, TN, 10/7-10, A. Prevette, 
(805) 482-1204, pierreputt@att.net 



LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 



Post 24, AR: Robert L. Baughman, Jerry 
Hollingsworth, Robert T. Nelson 

Post 31, AR: Jack W. Arnold, Joe B. King, 
James R. Reynolds, Robert E. Young 

Post 109, AZ: Ralph E. Hoemke 

Post 61, CT: Edmund T. Negrelli, Arthur 
H. See 

Post 162, FL: Robert Keller 
Post 224, FL: Carradine D. Agner Jr. 
Post 240, FL: Cidric S. Herrington, Ricky J. 
Middleton 

Post 22, MA: Francis C. Burley Jr., Steven J. 

Kozik, Albert Shay 
Post 28, NJ: Robert Hayden 
Post 144, NY: Fred Santo Petro, Stephen L. 

Rooney, Robert J. Vilbig 
Post 264, NY: Lawrence E. Costello, James 

LaJudice, Roy G. Potter, Thaddaeus J. 

Sexton, Michael J. Shannon Jr. 



IN SEARCH OF 



1st Bn 26th inf "Blue Spaders" CSC & HHC 
(Cooke Barracks, Goeppingen, Germany, 
Jan 1972-Oct 1973), Dale Harshbarger, 
(937) 599-7231 

1st inf Div 18th inf Rgt 3rd Bn Dog Co 
(Germany, 1950-1953), Victor Kagas, 512 
Huron Place, West Palm Beach, FL 33409 

2nd Btry Easy Co 10th Mar 2nd Mar Div 
(WWII), John J. C. Hvisch, (914) 241-0749 

2nd Msl Bn 82nd Arty (Kitzingen, Germany, 
Harvey Barracks, 1961-1963), Mike 
Detorie, (410) 646-1449 

3rd of 33rd 3rd Armd Div HQ Co (Kirn 
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Gouns, Germany, 1962-1965), Owen 
Maleedy, (860) 627-6067 FAX, pmaleedy® 
snet.net 

5th Spec Forces CMAT Team 100 (Vietnam, 
1970-1971), Tim Terrell, (336) 886-7535 

8th inf B Co 3/68 Armor (Sullivan Barracks, 
Mannheim, Germany, 1970-1975), Terry 
Stanton, (815) 842-2606 

10th Inf Div 35th FA Opn Gyroscope 
(Schweinfurt, Germany, 1955-1956), 
Loran Patton, (402) 873-4389, mdpatton® 
alltel.net 

10th inf Div C Co 86th Rgt (Schweinfurt, 
Germany, 1955-1958), Doug Hilbrands, 
(712) 475-3400, drhilbrands@frontiernet. 
net 

14th Trans Bn 540th Trans Co (Qui Nhon, 

Vietnam, 1968-1969), William B. Shelton, 

(434) 283-4489 
26th Div Patton's 3rd Army (Bn Patrol, 

WWII), Angelo Scaglione, (561) 625-3478 
27th inf Rgt "Wolfhounds" (Korea, 1951- 

1953), Harry F. Perrin, (810) 364-3508, 

hwperrin@juno.com 
38th AAA Gun Bn D Btry (Feb 1953-Feb 

1955) , Raymond Williams, (910) 867-8642 
77th ASASOU (Offenbach, Germany, 

1961-1962), David E. Denson, P.O. Box 
293, Sumterville, FL 33585, thea07784@ 
aol.com 

82nd Abn Div (Fort Bragg, NC, Nov 1978- 

Jan 1979), Patrick Lopez, P.O. Box 735, 

Corrales, NM 87048 
82nd Chem Bn C Co 1st Pit (Italy, WWII), 

R.L. Johnston, (865) 983-1114 
89th Tank Bn c Co (Korea, 1950-1953), 

Richard Vesely, (218) 243-2005, vesfam® 

hotmail.com 
94th Evac Hosp (Oglethorpe, GA, 1942, 

Camp Blanding, FL, Italy, 1943), Harry F. 

Perrin, (810) 364-3508, hwperrin@juno.com 
148th Ord R&C Co (Greisheim-Frankfurt, 

Germany, 1951-1953), Elmer Grooms, 

(605) 338-7048 
178th Gen Hosp (Reims, France, Dec 1944- 

NOV 1945), Adolph E. Stec, (516) 285-7505, 

thestecman@aol.com 
196th Light inf 3/21 D Co 106th Pit 

(Vietnam, 1966-1967), Phil Bird, (920) 

426-2030, labird@new.rr.com 
344th Trans Co LARC-V (South Vietnam, 

1966-1967), Dale Greeson, (828) 465-1218 
454th Finance Distrib Unit (Camp Pickett, 

VA, 1953-1954), DickTomlins, (401) 943- 

0448, rmcopins@aol.com 
536th MP Co (Augsburg, Germany, Sept 

1951-May 1953), Joe Ostrowski, (708) 

652-4436 

605th Trans Co Pipesmoke Recov (Phu Loi, 
Vietnam, 1969-1970), Dan Moore, (507) 
237-5580 

606th Cbt Eng Bn (Fort Carson, CO, 1943), 

Francis Martin, (812) 963-5402 
687th Eng Co LC 18th Eng Bde (Vietnam, 

Jan 1967-Jan 1970), Charles Harper, (937) 

379-9873 
701st AC&W sqdn (Fort Fisher, NC, 

1957), John Carter, (336) 788-1848, 

j_carter@bellsouth.net 
701st Ord Maint Co A Det (Bamburg, Bad- 

Tolz & Darmstadt, Germany, 1950-1952), 

Dorsey McSorley, (724) 832-1765 
864th Eng Bn "Pacemakers," Donn Dade, 

(559) 625-3233, donn@dadeforum.com 
928th Eng Avn Grp HQ (1947-1948), Larry 

Tieri, (708) 246-1718, ltieri@aol.com 
971st Ord HAM Co (WWII), Dale Schon, 

(304) 387-0534 
7812th AU (Bad Kreuznach, Germany, 1955- 

1956) , Leland Schlimmer, (605) 627-9916, 
schlimm@itctel.com 

B Co 62nd Eng Bn (Fort Hood, TX, June 
1982-June 1983), Patrick Lopez, P.O. Box 
735, Corrales, NM 87048 

B Trp 2nd Recon Sqdn 7th Cav 3rd Mech 
inf Div (Germany, 1959-1963), Bill Heath, 
(770) 351-6823, billy.heath@worldnet. 
att.net 

Bravo Co 3/39th Inf 9th Inf Div 1st Pit 
(May 1967-Apr 1968), David Fomby, (256) 
268-2257 

Burtonwood afb (Warrington, England, Apr 
1942-June 1993), Richard Iwanowski, (773) 
767-1810 



C Co 94th Eng Bn (1985-1987), Patrick 
Lopez, P.O. Box 735, Corrales, NM 87048 

CG Cutters 83364, 83437, 83469 & 83472 
(Philippines, 1945), Harry A. Smalling, 
614 Passaic Ave., Clifton, NJ 07012, 
grampstara@aol.com 

Charlie Co 6th Bn 2nd Bde (Fort Jackson, 
SC, July-Sept 1971), Charles Nesbitt, (843) 
623-3744 

D Co 44th Eng Bn (Korea, Dec 1980-Dec 

1981) , Patrick Lopez, P.O. Box 735, 
Corrales, NM 87048 

Fingerhut Bay (Adak, AK, Oct 1943-Apr 
1945), Melbourne Bakken, (507) 433-7284 

Gen Supply Serv Co 1st Serv Bn 1st Mar Div 
Post Exchange & Beverage warehouse 
(Musani, Korea, Jan 1954-Mar 1955), 
Omer Ledbetter, 9816 E. 116th St., S. 
Bixby, OK 74008 

GTA/ATC Assn, Larry Lohse, (360) 679-3391, 
supernine@oakharbor.net 

HHC 11th Eng Bn (Fort Belvior, VA, Jan-Apr 

1982) , Patrick Lopez, P.O. Box 735, 
Corrales, NM 87048 

HHC 20th Eng Bn (Fort Campbell, KY, Feb- 

May 1987), Patrick Lopez, P.O. Box 735, 

Corrales, NM 87048 
HHC 307th Eng Bn, Patrick Lopez, P.O. Box 

735, Corrales, NM 87048 
HQ & HQ Co VII Corps (WWII), Hal Cowart, 

(901) 759-4657 
HQ Puerto Rican Dept Ord Det (San Juan, 

1941-1942), Charles Stankivitz, 102 

Daniels Drive, Wampsville, NY 13163 
HQ Sqdn 4th Mar Air Wing (Mauro Atoll, 

Marshall Islands, Aug 1944-Sept 1945), 

Richard J. Silverman, (815) 756-9200 
Kangaroo Project apg/eto (1944-1945), 

Fletcher P. Williamson, (210) 826-0239, 

fpworldtraveler@aol.com 
Mar Corps Recruiting Assn, Oct, Jerry 

Scoggins, (505) 294-2941, gr8habujerry@ 

aol.com 

Pit 247 (MCRD San Diego, July-Oct 1953), 

Omer Ledbetter, 9816 E. 116th St., S. 
Bixby, OK 74008 
Pit 298 (Parris island, SC, June-Aug 1954), 

Bob Trutt, (808) 228-5521, paptrutt® 
aol.com 

Pit 3001 (MCRD San Diego, May 1968), 

Dennis E. Holt, (909) 798-2557, eueo529@ 
yahoo.com 

SAC Elite Guard 3902nd CDS 3906th SP Sec 
Sq (Offutt AFB, NE, 1957-2003), Gerry 
Wetherell, (740) 432-7621, gdwinc@juno. 
com 

Station Hosp Shepard Field, TX (1941-1945), 

Herb Young, 3725 Memphis Lane, Fort 

Worth, TX 76133, youngfolks@juno.com 
US Naval Dispensary (HMs & DTs, 

Washington 25 D.C., 1960-1965), Daniel 

Eisenhauer, (570) 366-0656 
USAF Gen Depot No. 5 (Bari, Italy, 1943- 

1945) , Harry Potts, (918) 744-0845, 
hptul@aol.com 

USS Barbour County 1ST 1195 (San 

Diego), Michael Young, (207) 351-1483, 

mikeanlyndashow@aol.com 
USS Daniel Webster SSBN 626 (Blue Crew, 

1980-1984), Courtney Stamper, (678) 

525-0646 

USS Forrestal CVA 59 Ol Div (1961-1964), Vic 

Marquardt, (320) 629-2955 
USS Gandy DE 764 (WWII), Tom Lucas, (662) 

489-4746, lukegandy764@aol.com 
USS Lewis Hancock DD 675 (1950-1958), 

Patsy lapalucci, (724) 834-0370, 

iapal@earthlink.net 
USS LST 400 (Little Creek, VA, 1954- 

1955), Jim White, (304) 523-6932, 

familyfinder70@aol.com 
USS Minos arl 14 (Little Creek, VA, 

1952-1954), Jim White, (304) 523-6932, 

familyfinder70@aol.com 
USS Montrey CVL 26 (Pensacola, FL, 1950- 

1953), Roy Fryberger, (803) 773-0661, 

aubreyelf@peoplepc.com 
USS Opportune ARS 41 (Little Creek, VA, 

1990-1993), S. Kessler, (507) 855-2467, 

scottnavyvet@alliancecom.net 
USS Pennsylvania (Adm Barge Crew, Dec 

1941), J.F. Rasor Sr., (541) 758-3525 
USS SC 678 (North Atlantic, 1943- 

1946) , Roy Schwartz, (352) 237-1204, 
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roy678@webtv.net 
USS Siskin AMS/MSCO 58 (1946-1969), 

Bob Colantuono, (508) 477-3820, 
yms425@comcast.net 
USS Situla AK 140 (1945-1946), Ed 

Middleton, (336) 221-0718, ed736@ 
juno.com 

USS Suffolk County LST 1173 (1965-1969), 

Johnny L. Trotter, (985) 645-8809 
USS Xanthus (Portsmouth, VA, 1952-1953), 

Bill Staley, (210) 752-0882, bougcve@aol. 
com 

USS YMS 425 (1944-1946), Bob Colantuono, 
(508) 477-3820, yms425@comcast.net 

VP-204 (Naval Air Stat Trinidad, Navy 117, 
Barracks 3, British west indies, 1943- 
1945), Evan Crane, (716) 434-4859 

Y Force (Salween Campaign, Tengchong, 
China, 1944), Charles Riggle, (217) 446-4281 

TAPS 

Merton I. Adreon, Dept. of Missouri. Nat l 

Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1999-2004. 
Aubrey L. Bullard, Dept. of Texas. Nat l 

Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 
1957-1961, Nat'l Distinguished Guests 
Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1960-1962, Dept. Cmdr. 
1961-1962, Nat'l Distinguished Guests 
Cmte. Memb. 1962-1972 and Nat'l Rehab. 
Advisory Board Memb. 1963-1972. 
Arnie Matanky, Dept. of France. Nat'l 
Foreign Relations Cncl. Memb. 1979-1980, 
and Nat'l Foreign Relations Vice Chmn. 
1982-1983 and 1990-2004. 

Abraham L. Pereira, Dept. of Louisiana. 

Nat'l Distinguished Guests Cmte. Memb. 
1954-1955 and 1968, Nat'l Americanism 



CLASSIFIED 



SEND ADVERTISING COPY AND REMITTANCE TO: 
Joan Rizzo, Classified Advertising, The American 
Legion Magazine, c/o Fox Associates, Inc., 347 
5th Ave., Suite 1110, New York, NY 10016. (212) 
725-2106, FAX (212) 779-1928. All Classified 
advertising is payable in advance by check or 
money order. Please make remittance payable 
to "The American Legion Magazine." RATES: 
$24 per word. Count street addresses and box 
numbers as two words; all city, state and zip 
codes as three words. CIRCULATION: 2,550,000 
per month. DEADLINE: Advertising copy must 
be received 60 days before cover date of issue 
desired. All advertisements are accepted at the 
discretion of the publisher. 

APPAREL 

DIABETIC SOCKS. Cool, breathable cotton, 
generous cut, extra long for ultimate comfort. 
Reduces pressure for people with diabetes, 
arthritis, endema, sensitive skin. Men/women- 
3 pairs, $12 including s/h. Val's, 900 Water St., 
Meadville, PA 16335. 

SUSPENDERS. Patented "no-slip clip." Catalog, 
(800) 700-4515, www.suspenders.com. 

BANNERS 

HOOORAH ! FULL COLOR PHOTO QUALITY BAN- 
NERS for all military units, any location/event. 
Your insignia/motto/photo/message. Small 
to gigantic, top quality, durable. Fast delivery 
worldwide. Reasonable! Order toll-free, (866) 
743-4066, or www.bobsbanners.com. 

BOOKS & MAGAZINES 

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. Ivy House 
Publishing Group. Write: 5122 Bur Oak Circle, 
Dept. AL, Raleigh, NC 27612, (800) 948-2786. 

CASINO SUPPLIES/PLAYING CARPS 

DRINK TOKENS. Catalog, (800) 233-0828. 

INVESTMENTS 

MONTHLY-QUARTERLY CHECKS, Track record 
plus tax benefits. Oil and gas royalty income 



Cmsn. Vice Chmn. 1959-1962, Nat'l Exec. 
Cmte. Alt. Memb. 1961-1963, Nat'l Sec. 
Cmsn. Memb. 1962-1964, Nat'l Sec. Cmsn. 
Vice Chmn. 1963-1964, Nat'l Foreign 
Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1969-1977, 
Nat'l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 
1973-1976, Dept. Cmdr. 1976-1977, Nat'l 
Military Affairs Cmte. Memb. 1977-1983, 
Nat'l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 1981-1982, 
1993-1994 and 1999-2000, and Nat'l Legis. 
Cmsn. Memb. 1992-2000. 

Wes E. Rosenstock, Dept. of Nebraska. 
Dept. Cmdr. 1988-1989, Nat'l 
Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 
1989-1990, Nat'l Foreign Relations Cmsn. 
Memb. 1992-1998 and Nat'l Defense Civil 
Preparedness Cmte. Memb. 1998-2003. 

Jimmie H. Silvey, Dept. of Georgia. Nat'l 
Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
2000-2004. 

Andrew A. Templeton, Dept. of Michigan. 
Nat'l Law & Order Cmte. Memb. 1951- 
1953, Nat'l Employment Cmte. Vice 
Chmn. 1955-1956, Nat'l Public Relations 
Cmsn. Memb. 1978-1980, Dept. Cmdr. 
1979-1980, Alt. Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 
1985-1987, Nat'l Veterans Affairs & Rehab. 
Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1987-1988, 
Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 1987-1989 and 
Nat'l Sec. Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 
1988-1989. 

Robert R. White, Dept. of Iowa. Nat'l 
Distinguished Guests Cmte. Memb. 1963- 
1964, Nat'l Rehab. Cmsn. Advisory Board 
Memb. 1965-1966, Nat'l Americanism 
Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1967-1968, Dept. Cmdr. 
1968-1969 and Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Alt. 
Memb. 1970-1971. 



integrity i quality i solutions 



also. Contact L.J. Sabean, World Financial, 
(888) 667-4550, lsabean@aol.com. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

WWW.ASHESANDBUTTS.COM. Discount tax 
free tobacco products, (866) 362-5346. $5 off 
first order. Quantity discounts available. 

CIGARETTES AT DISCOUNT PRICES. Call toll- 
free, (877) 945-0862. Volume discounts, free 
shipping, free lighters. 

OF INTEREST TO ALL 

HEARING AIDS factory direct for under $300. 
Free catalog, (877) 947-6362. 

AFFORDABLE CIGARETTES, (800) 542-6041, 
www.1singlefeather.com. 

NEED HELP FINDING an old friend? www. 
findagi.com, LIC#A8700309. 

BETTER THAN VIAGRA? Works immediately. 
Buy 2, get 1 free, (800) 458-1613. 

VA HOME LOANS. Purchase, refinance, con- 
solidate. (877) VALOAN-4 or www.vamortgage- 
center. com. 

PERSONALS 

MEET NICE SINGLES. Free catalog, (931) 879- 
4625. 

REAL ESTATE 

AFFORDABLE HOMES AND ACREAGES, WWW. 
shermanlake.info, (308) 745-1102. 

WANTED 

OLD GUITARS, (800) 451-9728. 

SWORDS, (800) 798-6167. 

BOY SCOUT PATCHES, (940) 455-2519. 

DIVING HELMETS, (480) 362-0407. 

WINE & BEER MAKING 

FREE CATALOG, (800) 841-7404. Kraus, BOX 
7850-LM, Independence, MO 64054, www. 
eckraus.com/offers/lm.asp. 




Integrity, Quality, Solutions: 

these are the promises Atlas Van Lines 
makes to The American Legion family - 
whether you are moving within the 
same state or across the country. 

• Minimum 55% discount 
on interstate shipments 

• FREE estimate 

• FREE valuation for 
up to $75,000 

• Atlas' worldwide network 



Iml 




overs 



1-800-211-5379 

(Call Ed Anderson Today!) 

ed.anderson@imlachgroup.com 
Imlach Movers of Ohio 

1919 N. Ridge Rd, Lorain, OH 44055 
www.imlachgroup.com 



Interstate Agent for Atlas 



U.S. DOT No. 125550 



Celebrate July 4th & All Events 

BIG-BANG® CANNON 

GREAT GIFT IDEA! ^ , $159.95 




The only SAFE substitute 
for fireworks! Cannons 
produce a loud bang with a 
realistic flash of light. Patented in 1907, Made of cast iron and sheet 
metal. Easy loading and firing. Great for display when not in use. Made 
in the USA to last a lifetime. Available in 3 sizes: 9" cannon, $69.95 
postpaid; 17" cannon, $129.95 postpaid; 25" cannon (shown here) 
with rapid firing and automatic loading, $159,95 postpaid. The larger 
the cannon the louder the bang! Bangsite® ammo, about 100 shots, 
$8.50; 3-pack $20.00. Spark plugs, 3-pack $2.00. Order via mail, 
phone or website. Mastercard, Visa, check or money order accepted. 
Money back guarantee. Send for FREE CATALOG! 
The Conestoga Co., Inc., DeptAL, PO Box 405, Bethlehem, PA 18016 

Call 1-800 -987 -BANG 

www.bigbangcannons.com 



Earn $25 $ 100 Per Hour 



Expand your profitability with 
Badge-A-Minit buttons by creating 
customized buttons for customers. 
Buttons cost less than 160 to make 
and can be sold for $1 or more. 
Your Starter Kit is only 
$39.95 and contains 
everything you need to get 
started. Request your 
FREE catalog or order today! 

www.badgeaminit.com 

Badge-A-Minit 

Badge-A-Minit, Dept. AL404, 345 N. Lewis Ave., Oglesby, IL 61348 




Call 800 - 



LEGION SHOPPE 



www.priorservice.com 




UP TO 60% SAVINGS 



EEE-EEEEEE, SIZES 5-13 

• FREE catalog 

• High quality 
•200 styles 

HITCHCOCK SHOESJNC. 

Dept. 5C Hingham, MA 02043 
1-000-992-WIDE www.wideshoes.com 






IMPOTENCE 

• VACUUM THERAPY SYSTEM 

• 95% SUCCESS 

• FDA AND MEDICARE APPROVED 

Osco Savon Eckerd 

FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL: 

1-800- 475-3091 



30-DAY 
TRIAL 

TRY 
BEFORE 
YOU BUY 

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES! 

. ALL MAKES & MODELS • TERMS ARRANGED 
> 30 YRS. EXPERIENCE * ALL MAKE REPAIRS 
• CUSTOM INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS • 

FOR FREE INFORMA TION CALL: 

1-800-323-1212 

We're the oldest, biggest and best 

LLOYDS, DEPT. AL BOX 1645, ROCKFORD, IL 61110 



New& WORLD'S Buy,Sell, 
Used LOWEST PRICES &Trade 





ElectroEase.com 

' Scooters • Adjustable Beds 
> Lift Chairs • Stair Lifts 



1-800-727-1954 



KITES! 



Fly your colors sky high. 

Free So page Catalog with hundreds 
of unusual kites, flags and wind socks. 

Into The Wind • (eoo) 541-0314 

1408 -L Pearl St., Boulder, CO 80302 




19 ft. 

USA 

Delta 



www.intothewind.coni 




FLAG CO., INC. 

P.O. BOX 1110 
FORT DODGE. IA 50501 

800-992-3524 



www.martinsflag.com 



Ask for our colorful catalog" 
S - PROMPT SHIPMENT 




1 


J.S. MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 




CO 

o 


UH] FREE CATALOG! 
Ill FREE SHIPPING! 




1 


I f TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5062 
V VETS SUPPLY LINE 
JL 10550 CO- RD 81, #218 


1 


O 
Q 


*W r MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369 

0F\ FREE RIBBON BAR MOUNTING - FAST DELIVERY 


m 

CO 


CUSTOM BALL CAPS-NAVY SHIP CAPS 


WEB SITE: www.vetssupplyline.com 



Tell The World YOU Served 

Military Rings- All Branches 

1000's of styles to choose from 
starting at $149 

TJ Jewelry 

857 E. White Mountain Blvd. 
Pinetop,AZ 85935 
1-800-544-9706 www.tjjewelry.com 



Premium quality, 
instant-fit 
hearing aids 

EnhancEar 



$199 

www.EnhancEar.com 



I l-800-308-EARS(3277) | 



Loose Dentures? 



| PERMA-SOFT II 

| Professionally reline your 
| Dentures inexpensively At Home! 
! One application lasts up to 2 years. 
J Tightens, Cushions and Stops Gum Shrinkage! 
| FREE Brochure Call: 1-800-988-9194 or Write: | 
| Penna Lahs, P.O. Box 134-L • Millersburg, Ohio 44654. 




Enjoy an active 
rewarding lifestyle! 

Scooter Lifts & Ramps Available 
Quality & Savings You Deserve! 

1-800-229-1317 
Scooter Discounters 




Diabetics 



No Cost FreeStyle Meter 

World 's Smallest Blood Sample 
Test on Finger, Arm or Thigh — Results in Seconds 



Call The Original 
Diabetic Hotline 

1-800-785-3636 



-Supplies are Medicare and Insurance Covered 
• Free Delivery to Your Home * No Paperwork 
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Hats* Shirts • Pins 
Patches* Flags & More 

Over 10,000 items!! 



1.877.241.8611 



AMERICAN FLAGS EXPRESS, Inc. 



25,000 Commercial Quality 
\ Flags & Flagpoles for: 

W — . 

f m 




- Home 

- Business 

- Parades 

- Events 

Located in Butler, Wl 

I 262.783.4800 ext. 14 (9 a.m -6 p.m. CST) 



www. FlagsExpress. com 



• 


HAT PINS • MEDALS 


• 






09 


UJ 


^f|^|, * FREE COLOR CATALOG 


X 


• 2500+ Military Designs 


> 


o 


^^^^pB;;; • Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 




1— 


\ ymS * now! TaH-free! 




D. 


\ jKp 1 -888-223- 1 1 59 


r 




^||pp • Custom pins & patches available. 






Dealer inquiries welcome. 




</> 
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HONORS 




CK 


by Hoover's Mfg., Co. 






P.O.Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354 




CD 


Fax: 1-815-223-1499 





Need sleep? 

Get the best night's sleep 
you have ever had! 




SLEEP COMFORT 

ADJUSTABLE BEDS 

1 Available in wall-hugger, innerspring 
coil, pillowtop, latex & memory foam, 
i Lifetime Limited Warranty. 
1 Exclusive wireless remote for all sizes. 



FREE Video & Brochure! 
Call today! 

1-800-401-8692 

NO SALESMAN WILL COME TO YOUR HOME. 
Or write to: 
Sleep Comfort Adjustable Beds, 
15950 Bernardo Center Drive, Suite B, 
San Diego, CA 92127 
www.sleep-comfort.com 



A New Style in 
Military Rings 



MOVING???? 




» O. Box A-3976 Chicago, II. 60690 



Rejoyn 

YOUR SEX LIFE 

• Treatment for impotence 

• Over 95% successful even 
if you have failed 
prescription medication 

• #1 rated Vacuum Therapy 
System 

• Medicare & FDA approved 

• Also available without a 
prescription at 

TVatyneem & rite-aid 

Rejoyn.com or 800-578-6916 




MEN...L0OK TALLER! 



ELEVATORS::. Shoes that make you appear 
up to 3" taller. Over 100 styles. Money Back 
Guarantee. Hidden height increaser inside 
shoes. Making men taller since 1939. Call 
or write for FREE color catalog. 
www.elGvatorshoes.com/9Jitni 

ELEVATORS® A 

RICHLEE SHOE CO., DEPT. AL44 
P.O. BOX 3566, FREDERICK, MP 21705 



Are you looking for something different 
than a school-style service ring? Classic 
Military Rings are boldly designed and cast 
solid for comfort & strength. Choose form 140 
rings in silver or solid gold. Prices start at $147. 
Call today for a FREE color 
catalog: 1-503-731-9256 (24 hr. 
recorded message). Or write: Classic Rings, 
435 SE 85, Dept. A-404, Portland OR 97216. 
www.ClassicRings.com [Code A-404] 

i J 



FLAGS • POLES • FLAGS* POLES • FLAGS • POlfS 



FLAG & BANNER SUPPLY 

•Top Quality FulldiscountstoorganizaUons 
•Heavy Duty «Bte Full Line of Flags & Banners 
•All U.S. Made wafea New & Complete Catalogue 
CalHor quotes on ^^1-800-526-FLAG (35Z4) 
flagpole discounts V ~"*LOCAL 740-335-7730 Also eves! 



FLAGS • POLfS "FLAGS* POlfS • FLAGS • POLES • 



Peace Silver Dollars 

10 Different Dates 

Sfttttl' 



Brilliant 
OvVAiva qJ^ Uncirculated 

$ I98°° 



Dansco Album 
Available for $ 1 5 00 



+ $9 P&H 




Morgan Silver Dollars 

igffis Odd, 

$ G7r 




1878-S AND 

1921-S 
Brilliant 
Uncirculated 

All Major Credit Cards Accepted 



+$5 P&H 

3 Pairs 



Call Toll Free I -888-260-8 I I I 

or send payment to: 



1-800-343-3810 | u?o*tf V&Ccutct tycrfteniai Inc. 



www.militarymatters.com 



Military Matters * AL3 
1304 Portland Ave 
ochester, NY 14621 

I0am~5pm Men,- Sal 



9 Susan Drive • Wading River, NY I I 792 

Dates of our Choice/Prices Subject to Change 
NY State Residents Add Sales Tax 




Color Catalog $3.95 

hats pins ntodais palchss 
warchre ti&tnse plates S> morel 




V 



FLAGS, FLAG CASES, 
PARADE & MEMORIAL 
DECORATIONS 

FREE Full-Color Catalog 
CALL 800-628-3524 




CARROT-TOP INDUSTRIES, Inc 
.Box 820 Dept. MA04ALA4 
Hillsborough, NC 27278 
www.carrot-top.com 




Palmer's one-hand operated, double & 
single seat 3 wheelers are Gear driven. 
, ♦ FREE BROCHURE ♦ 

( ^ J M Call 800-847-1304 ^ 
J ;u PALMER INDUSTRIES rt «73 
Ac 41 DEPT. 5707AET P' 
^ ENDICOTT NY 13763 
ALSO PEDAL / ELECTRIC 1 & 2 SEATERS & 
HANDCYCLES, ELECTRIC KIT FOR TRIKES 
Visit us at our Web Site: www, palmerind.com 




northAmerican Offers 
Moving Discounts 

save $$$ 

On Your Next 
Interstate Move! 

North American Van Lines offers 
American Legion members discounts 
on interstate moves. (Long Distance 
State to State). Let North American, 
the world's largest professional mover, 
transport your household goods with 
moving services to meet every need 
and budget. In addition to a discount, 
you will receive up to $50,000 coverage 
on your household goods at no charge. 

For more information or a free 
estimate call: North American Van 
Lines/Moving Solutions. 

1-800-524-5533 

Email: andy2828@aol.com 



RHODES HEARING 
FREE CATALOG! 

MINI-CANAL ^^^"^| 

MINI- M 



rriuivi oiyy 6c ur 



SAVE HUNDREDS! 
• 45 DAY TRIAL! 



CALL OR WRITE: 

RHODES HEARING 

201 R11 OHIO ST., 
Brookport, IL 62910 
-800-320-3300 EXT R1 



Veterans, Your 
Q ■ Military Awards! 



' Official Medals, 
Patches & 
Insignia For • Army 
• Air Force • Marines 
• Navy • Coast Guard 



Call for your FREE Color Catalog 

Kfc? 1-800-486-1651 




The American Legion Magazine 



parting shots | 

Don't drink too 
much coffee in the 
morning. If you do, 
you'll toss and turn 
all through the 
workday. 



A WIFE expected her husband 
home at 5:30 p.m. for dinner. 
At 7 p.m., she had heard no 
word from him. Forty-five 
minutes later, he arrived home, 
looking as though he'd been 
through a terrible ordeal. 

"What happened?" his wife 
cried. "You look awful." 

"We were playing golf," the 
husband said, dropping onto the 
sofa. "And the boss had a heart 
attack on the third hole. Died 
instantly." 

"Oh, that must have been 
horrible," his wife said, stunned. 

"You're telling me," the hus- 
band said. "For 15 more holes, it 
was hit the ball, drag the boss, 
hit the ball, drag the boss 

BIRDS WHO MIGRATE are lucky. 
At least they don't have to make 
the trip with kids screaming in 
the back of the car. 

LATE ONE NIGHT in Washington, 
a mugger wearing a ski mask 
jumped into the path of a well- 
dressed man and stuck a gun in 
his ribs. "Give me your money," 
he demanded. 




"Of course I'm cheating. What a stupid question." 




"Do you have any gum? I still have that 'just- 
devoured -my- mate" taste in my mouth." 



Indignant, the affluent 
man replied, "You can't 
do this. I'm a U.S. 
congressman!" 

"In that case," the 
robber said, "give me my 
money." 

LIFE'S GREATEST 

pleasures are the simple 
ones, like seeing the 
driver who cut ahead of 
you on the freeway get 
pulled over three miles 
down the road. 



AT THE HEIGHT of a 

political corruption trial, 
the prosecuting attorney 
attacked a witness. "Isn't 
it true," he bellowed, 
"that you accepted 
$5,000 to compromise this case?" 

The witness stared out 
the window as though 
he hadn't heard the 
question. 

"Isn't it true that 
you accepted $5,000 
to compromise this 
case?" the lawyer 
repeated. The witness 
still did not respond. 

Finally, the judge 
leaned over and said, 
"Sir, please answer 
the question." 

"Oh," the witness 
said, startled. "I 
thought he was 
talking to you." 




You can rest easy, Mrs. Collins. Your son is 
doing fine, and his underwear was clean." 



A YOUNG BOY went to the store 
with his grandmother. On the 
way home, he looked at the items 
she had purchased. He found a 
package of panty hose and began 
to sound out the words "queen 
size." Excited, the boy turned to 
his grandmother and exclaimed, 
"Look, Grandma! You wear the 
same size as your bed." 

DRIVING ON the highway one 
day, a man saw a slogan on the 
back of a well-known trucking 
company's vehicle: "We Always 
Go the Extra Mile." He then 
noticed another phrase scrawled 
in the dirt just below it: "That's 
Because We Missed the Last Exit." 
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Asbestos 



j t ^Cancer Hits 
* - Former 




Sailors 



Many sailors who served their country proudly aboard 
ships in the World War II, Korean, and Vietnam War eras, 
are now being diagnosed with asbestos-related cancers. 



For Compensation Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
or lung cancer, diagnosis/death, 
please contact: 



The David Law Firm* 




Defeating today's Goliaths' 



Toll Free 1-800-998-9729 

Email: info@thedavidlawfirm.com 
www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658 



The David Law Firm, P.C.* 
10655 Six Pines Drive, #260 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
(Greater Houston Area) 

Handling cases nationwide with 
local co-counsel in state of filing. 



N Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas. 
Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 



For Medical Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
patients, please contact: 



Mesothelioma Web 

Hope * Support * Help 



Toll Free 1-877-367-6376 

Email: info@mesotheliomaweb.org 
www.mesotheliomaweb.org/n4658 



The most comprehensive 
resource for Mesothelioma 
patients and their families. 
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The Great Good Looks of Linen 
with None of the Fuss! 

No Wrinkles • No Ironing! 

...because it's all Easy Care 
Wash & Wear Polyester! 

NOW JUST 

1 m 99 p P n 

when you 
|# buy 2 

Cool, Crisp 
Good 
Looks! 



\57 





Money Green 



It's the "Heather Effect!" 

Two different color yarns are 
woven together to create the 
classic look and feel of linen 
in modern-day miracle Polyester. 
Which means Absolutely 
No Wrinkles and no-headache 
Wash and Wear Easy Care. 
Plus you get: 

• Ban-Rol® no roll waistband 

• Roomy double pleat style 

• New slimline front pockets 

• 2 rear pockets with button tabs 
All this, just $15.99 a pair! 
Better order yours now for 

the full summer's enjoyment! 

Imported 



100% Polyester 

No-W/rinklc 

SIACKS! 



15 



99 



per pair 
when 
you buy 2 



2 for 31 .98 

3 for 45.45 

4 for 58.95 



Haband 1600 Pennsylvania Ave., Peckville, PA 18452 

Send slacks. I enclose $ purchase price plus 

$4.95 toward postage. GA residents add sales tax 



Waist: 32 34 
36 38 40 42 44 
*Big Men 

(just $5.50 more per pair): 
46 48 50 52 54 
Inseams: S(27-28) 



M(29-30) L(31-32) XL(33-34) 



7EH-04904 


WHAT 
WAIST? 


WHAT 
INSEAM? 


HOW 
MANY? 


02 


TAN 








XO 


MONEY GREEN 








05 


BLUE 








06 












Card # 



Mr. Mrs. Ms. 
Address 



. Apt. # . 



City & State . 



Zip. 



100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund of Purchase Price at Any Time! 



CALL 1-800-543-4810 



